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PANORAMA EV 


SEETHE ADVANTAGE 



ITS PERFORMANCE IS EQUAL OF 
SCOPES COSTING MANY TIMES ITS PRICE 

Airgun World Magazine 


High torque zoom ring 
with thumb bump 


1/4 M.O.A low profile 'no 
snag' fingertip turrets 


r mono-tube chassis suitable for 
centrefire, rimfire, airgun 


Fully multi-coated Extreme View 
optical system for a 20% wider FOV 



Nitrogen purged - 100% 
waterproof & fog proof 


Dual red/blue illuminated glass etched 
reticle with 5 levels of brightness 



Adjustable objective for parallax 
free shooting - 10 yards to infinity 


Compatible with Hawke Ballistic Reticle Calculator 
Models: 3-9x40, 3-9x50, 4-1 2x40 & 4-12x50 (AO & Non-AO) 

From £139.95 


For more information, call us on 01 394 387762 or visit www.hawkeoptics.com 

Hawke Sport Optics, Avocet House, Wilford Bridge Road, Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 IRB 
Hawke and Panorama are registered trademarks of Deben Group Industries Ltd. 
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Fully reversible, with full length ?ip. Waterproof mernbraoe. One 
side Is knitted wool mix 50% wool 70% acrylic. Suede style 
shoulder and elbow pads. 2 zipped pockets & 2 Internal pockets. Acrylic, v -neck with suedlite shoulders. 

The reverse side is made from 100% polyester non pil fleece. Embroidered pheasant logo* 



Colours: Hunters Green 
Sizes: S-XXXL 


Colour: Hunters Green 
Sizes: S-XXXL 


SRP: E69.50 


SRP: £36,95 



Shires Fleece Pullover 

Top-tech heavyweight fleece 35 Sgms. suedlite 
lined collar, headover design, neck zip. 

Colour: Hunters Green 
Sizes: S-XXXL 

srp:E2G.95 


Countryman 
Over Trousers 

Made using our hardshell 600D 
breathable waterproof cordura,lSned 
with polyester brushed waterproof 
breathable tricot. Two full length 
side zips for easy removal even while 
wearing boots. Elasticated waist band 
secured with Velcm and press studs 
and adjustable ankle fastenings. 
Colour: Hunters Green 
Sizes: S-XXXL 
SRP: E68.00 
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By the time you read this we will be into 
December and the issue after that is February 
2015, so this is the last one for 2014 and 
thanks for supporting us and I hope you will 
continue to enjoy Shooting Sports! 2014 has 
been an interesting year with a number of high 
or low points; depending on which side of the 
fence you sit. Agencies changed hands with 
Sportman Gun Centre getting SIG 522 rimfire 
and fullbore hunting rifles, Edgars picked up 
German Sport Gun and Chiappa! Norma’s 6xc 
cartridge appeared and I am into phase 2 of 
reloading for it as dies and a rifle are finally 
available. A milestone for Suffolk Rifle was the 
launch of the new Ml Garand straight-pull, 
reviewed in this issue. Swarovski’s patent on a 
6x zoom scope was overturned by the 
European Patent Office, meaning Leica can 
now continue with their Magnus model. 
However, Swarovski have stated they are not 
giving upon the fight Just yet, so who knows? 
The upshot of this is that Zeiss’s new 8x zoom 
range scope the V8 is now in the UK and I 
have been sent one to test for the Feb issue 
and it’s very impressive. So a happy Christmas 
and prosperous new year to you all - shoot 
straight and let’s be careful out there... 

Peter Moore 
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News 



And beyond... 



Sierra’s newly released Infinity 
Version 7 Exterior Ballistics offers 
an easy to navigate interface 
designed by shooting enthusiast 
and Microsoft® software designer, 
Rodney Korn. Like Version 6, 
Infinity 7 allows users to generate 
multiple trajectory charts and 
graphics, point blank range, 
calculate zero, uphill/downhill 
shooting, maximum range, minute 


of angle, profiled wind improved 
atmospherics, revised print 
formats trajectory in mils, gun 
database and more. It computes 
ballistic data based on the 
calculations of renowned Sierra 
ballistic consultants and retired 
chief scientists Ted Almgren and 
Dr. Bill McDonald. It’s compatible 
with Windows® 8, 7, Vista, Xf? or 
Win2K and is available as stand- 


a-lone software or packaged with 
Sierra’s 5th Edition Reloading 
Manual in either a printed or 
digital format. Software users 
are encouraged to check 
the Sierra Bullets website at 
www.sierrabullets.com for 
downloadable software updates 
and additions. 

Contact: Henry Krank & Co Ltd, 
0113 256 9163 


The battle is over, or is it? 



Following a three-and-a- 
half year legal dispute, the 
European Patent Office (EPO) 
has revoked the European 
Patent 1 746 451 held by 
Swarovski Optik - meaning 
Leica’s Magnus riflescope can 
now be sold in the UK. 

It was originally claimed 
Leica infringed the disputed 
Swarovski patent with its 
Magnus riflescope. Conversely, 
Leica always maintained that 
the relevant patent was not 
legally valid. This legal opinion 
has now been confirmed by 
the decision of the EPO Board 
of Appeal. 

Stephan Albrecht, 

Director of the Sport Optics 
division at Leica Camera AG, 
commented: “Patents are 
for protecting innovations 


and developments but should 
not prevent free and fair 
competition. Standing shoulder 
to shoulder with other leading 
sport optics manufacturers, 
Leica Camera AG has 
continuously stressed that 
the patent held by Swarovski 
Optik KG does not protect any 
specific innovation; instead it 
describes something already 
known by all manufacturers to 
be state-of-the-art. We are very 


pleased that the European 
Patent Office agrees with our 
opinion and that the sale of 
our products will no longer be 
impeded by this dispute.” 

The first shipment of 
Leica’s Magnus riflescopes 
are due to arrive in the UK 
imminently. 

Contact: Edgar Brothers Ltd, 
01625 613177 
http://shootingsports. 
edgarbrothers.com 



BLASER ACADEMY 
GOES BRITISH 

Set up seven years ago, the 
Blaser Academy provides 
first-class shooting tuition for 
novices, seasoned stalkers 
and hunters. Its philosophy: 
the right coaching, training and 
practice are keys in developing 
full potential. With eight 
professional shooting coaches 
on board in Germany for rifle 
or shotgun, Blaser Academy 
believes that a professional 
instructor will help build and 
hone a shooter’s skills. 

Andrew Venables, owner 
of WMS Firearms Training 
has 35 years of experience 
in shooting training, wildlife 
management and hunting. 

This, combined with his 
passion for continuous 
shooting improvement, make 
him a perfect match and 
natural member of the Blaser 
Academy Team. 

Robert Sajitz, CEO of 
Blaser Sporting Ltd said: “The 
Blaser Academy and Andrew 
Venables share the same 
goal: empowering shooters 
to become the best shot they 
can be. We are delighted to 
welcome Andrew to the Blaser 
Academy and look forward to 
working with him so shooters 
in the UK can benefit from 
his tremendous wealth of 
experience and knowledge.” 

The Blaser Academy UK 
starts in 2015 with training 
weekends at WMS on 28/29th 
March and ll/12th April 
2015. Bespoke private Blaser 
Academy training days can 
also be arranged. Interested 
parties may contact Andrew 
Venables for further details. 
www.wmsfirearmstraining.com 
www.blaser.de 
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AIR ARMS NEW WEBSITE AND YOUTUBE CHANNEL 



Air Arms have announced 
not only the launch of their 
brand new website with 
regularly updated news 
features, but also their 
YouTube Channel with 
fortnightly programming. 
Alongside its online store, 
the new look website has 
product reviews, regular main 
features and ambassador 
articles from the likes of Pete 
Sparkes and James Osborne. 
With featured products and 
its link to the impressive Air 
Arms TV YouTube channel, 
air-arms. co.uk is looking to 


be an interactive experience 
not to be missed. 

Air Arms TV is the 
new YouTube channel 
that will show fortnightly 
programming. Air Arms Field 
will feature a different hunt 
each episode using new 
products. Air Arms Gear will 


review in detail the wide 
range of products available 
from the company. Both air- 
arms. co.uk and Air Arms TV 
are live NOW so get online 
and check out all the new 
features available! 

Details: 

www.air-arms.co.uk 


DOUBLE JEOPARDY 


HEAD BANGERS 


Ideally suited 
to the humane 
dispatch, the 
Bond Arms 
Ranger II 
Derringer is a 
double-barrelled, 
single-action, 
break-open 
pistol. The 
CNC-machined 
handgun features 
interchangeable barrels, an automatic extractor, rebounding 
hammer, retracting firing pins, a cross bolt safety catch and 
comes with a leather holster as standard. Distributed by 
Edgar Brothers the handgun is available in .357 Mag/. 38 
Special which is highly suited to dispatch of injured large 
animals, such as deer. It also comes in .22 WMR, which is 
perfect for animals in traps and a .410 version is due to be 
available shortly. 

The Ranger II is classed as a Section 5 weapon for 
transport purposes but is a Section 1 firearm once it is 
sold to the certificate holder. This means anyone with the 
relevant authority on their FAC can own this useful animal 
management tool. Derek Edgar (MD) commented: “There 
are over 80,000 road traffic accidents involving deer each 
year, with many animals injured and needing to be quickly 
and humanely dispatched. The Ranger II is perfect for this 
type of work and is an ideal tool for deerstalkers, many of 
whom are contacted by the police to help with this process. 
It is also highly suitable for others who need to carry out 
humane dispatch such as hunt masters, slaughter men, 
vets and zoo keepers.” Prices from £850 
Contact: Edgar Brothers Ltd, 01625 613177 
www.shootingsports.edgarbrothers.com 



BUFF® products will offer 
something to all country sports 
enthusiasts, from shooters and 
anglers to hikers, gamekeepers, 
runners and riders, no matter 
what their chosen environment. 
Designed to combat the elements 
with style and comfort, whether 
it’s glaring sunlight or stormy 
seas, pesky insects or biting cold, 
the BUFF® collection will keep 
you out there longer, looking and 
feeling good. 

The 2014/15 collection 
available boasts new additions 
including the highly sought after 
Mossy Oak licensed prints, 
keeping you comfortable and 
hidden from your prey. This range 
is perfect for many shooting 
applications including stalking, 
pigeon shooting and general 
pest control. BUFF® products are 
distributed to the country sports 
trade in the UK by John Rothery 
(Wholesale) Co. Ltd. 


About John Rothery 
(Wholesale) Co. Ltd. 
Visit: www.bisley-uk.com. 
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News 


THIS MONTH 
IN BRIEF 


SWAROVSKI STILL 
SWINGING 

Despite the European Patent 
Office revoking the European 
patent for SWAROVSKI 
OPTIK’s Z6 optics, they 
still feel there are legal 
possibilities that they can and 
will use. This means that in 
their eyes these proceedings 
are ongoing and not yet 
completed, with the outcome 
still open. 

PRACTICALLY PERFECT? 
Edgars have just announced 
the latest Hatsan practical 
shotgun - the semi-auto 
Tactical Raider is simiiar 
to their eariier guns in 
this ciass but now offers a 
detachabie box magazine. In 
2 , 5 and 7-round capacities 
with aii the usuai features, 
pistoi grip, iron sights etc. it 
iooks to be weii priced and 
wiii be avaiiabie soon. 

Edgar Brothers Ltd, 01625 
613177 

HUNTING FOR HEROES 
INITIATIVE 

West Highland Hunting has 
launched a ‘Hunting for 
Heroes’ initiative enabling 
injured ex-service personnel 
to take advantage of an 
exclusive 25% discount on 
roe and red deerstalking on 
Scotland’s west coast. 

Visit: WWW. westhighland- 
hunting. co.uk 

ACPO EXPLAINS 

Due to the nationwide bad 
feeiing amongst shooters 
caused by ACPO’s recent 
comments on random gun 
inspections and suggesting 
that gun owners shouid 
be checked for signs of 
radicaiism or terrorist 
behaviour, has done iittie 
for a harmonious attitude. 
They have now sent an 
expianatory ietter with some 
amendments to their originai 
comments which we have 
printed in this issue; we 
suggest you read it! 




SHIELD gets Leapers 

Importers of the popular Smith & Wesson M&P 
15-22 rifle, SHIELD have just announced they 
have picked up the distribution of Leapers 
products for the UK. Leapers/UTG are a 
Chinese company and make a huge amount of 
items with a wide range of optics (scopes, red 
dots and lasers) along with accessories for a 
lot of popular modern rifles - AR15, AK47 etc, 
which includes grips, butts, bipods, forends, 
scope mounts, light and laser mounts, gun bags 
and the list goes on. Leapers/UTG has been 
handled by a few UK companies before but none 
have realised the full potential of their massive 
and comprehensive product line. Ken Savill 
(SHIELD) told us: “We are going to be putting 
the best selling products onto our web site 
shopping cart in the next few days and then be 
rolling out the rest of the product range (nearly 
800 items) over the next few weeks.” We have 
been told we will be getting items to test. 
Contact; SHIELD, 01297 678233 
(for nearest stockists) 
www.shieldpsd.com 




Crimbo paper for 
the shooter and 
fieldsporters in your life 



It’s a wrap! 


Despite the market being flooded with wrapping 
paper, there has never been anything specifically 
for fieldsports enthusiasts. That’s why 
Countryside Greetings has launched a fun range 
of shooting and equestrian-themed wrapping 
paper and luxury gift bags. The brainchild of 
renowned countryside photographer Charles 
Sainsbury-Plaice, the unique range features two 
different shotgun cartridge designs, pheasant 
plumage and a montage of colourful rosettes for 
horse lovers. 

Printed in Great Britain on quality 130-gram, 
silk-finish paper, each gift wrap set includes two 
sheets measuring 50x70cm plus two gold self- 
adhesive tags. There are two different sizes of gift 
bag - one designed specifically for wine bottles 
and another measuring 23xllx23cm. 

Wrapping paper - £4.99 
Wine gift bag -£2.99 
Gift bag -£3.99 

Visit: www.countrysidegreetings.com 


Get ready for the BSS 2015! 


The British Shooting Show 
continues to grow year on year 
and to meet the demands 
from the world’s finest 
manufacturers, a further hall 
has been added. Now a huge 
exhibition area consisting 
of five halls, all aimed at 
bringing you the very best 
the shooting industry has to 
offer. Now running over three 
full days. Whether you are 
interested in shotguns, rifles, 
airguns or airsoft, with over 
300 exhibitors to date, we are 
certain there is something 
to interest everyone. Add 
to this the vast array of 
optics, shooting accessories, 
gamekeeping and gundogs etc 


the visitor is presented with 
a greater choice with many 
genuine bargains and ‘show 
only’ offers. 

Visit the industry’s 
leading manufacturers and 
distributors and get the very 
best professional advice 
and information direct from 
the people who know and 
understand your needs, 
ensuring confidence and 
satisfaction in your purchase, 
The show’s continual 
development ensures your 
visit is as enjoyable and 
memorable as possible with 
a new comprehensive road 
traffic signage system, car 
parking marshals, 2 main 


entrances to the exhibition 
halls. 

New for 2015 is the field 
and rural life stages; Visitors 
can sit in the comfort of 
these new areas. Taking the 
stage will be representatives 
from the shooting industry’s 
professional bodies also 
including demonstrations 
covering a variety of rural 
subjects. Details will be 
regularly updated throughout 
the show to keep you 
informed of ‘who’s on and 
when’. 

Keep up to date with all 
the latest news and download 
the British Shooting Show 
App. 
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• Traditional Browning reliability at a very 
attractive price 

• Light and well balanced for natural 
handling 

• Magnum chambered, chrome lined barrel 
and steel shot proofed 


* Browning action frame comes with 
a ten year guarantee 

• Browning walnut comes with a three year 
guarantee 

m • Inflex recoil pad increasing shooting 
comfort and reducing barrel jump 



Suggested retail price £1399 


B525 GAME 1 AND B525 SPORTER 1 
MODELS AVAILABLE 


VALUE 


For full details and your nearest Browning Dealer Partner: visit www.browningeu 


% 

BrowninQ 

The Best There Is 



www.facebook.com/BrowningEurope 


SS01.15/11/k 



BulLetproofinsurance.co.uk 



The specialist insurance solution for shooters 


Who is Bulletproof Insurance for? 

® Any recreational user of shotguns and firearms 
who want protection and peace of mind. 

What does Bulletproof Insurance provide? 

ffl Full Personal Liability Insurance of £iO million 
and Legal Expenses Insurance of £150,000 
in one easy-to-buy package. 


Order your insurance policy online at: 
www.bulLetproofinsurance.co.uk 
Or call us on 0333 2000 065 



SHOOT WITH 100% CONFIDENCE 



The PXS 1000 has a state of the art parallax free double lens mirror that 
together with our patented fibre eptie system creates a sight system that 
will give the shooter full confidence that the pellets will hit 

The sight is made of anodized airspace aluminium and all components 
are waterproof. The fibre optics that we use in all our sights will 
perform excellent In the deepest forest and well after dusk or dawn. 


This patented fibre optic sight system is totally self contained and uses 
the ambient light to generate the glow. Its a system that uses: 


* No LED's 

* No wiring 

* No batteries 

* No switches 

* No electrical components that 
can fail to work Just as your 
taking your best shot. 


* Total weight is 50 gram. 

* Fits any flat rib from 5.5 - 
10.0mm width. 

- Double glass mirror for easy 
cleaning. 

* Fibre optic has a very extended 
life under normal use. 


To order your PXS 1000 telephone 0845 895 1066 
Or email: info@easyhit.co.uk 


UK Fenix Flashlights 


MyFenix 


Specialist Distributor 


New Fenix products available now! More cuttinaaJBa outdoor illumination tools comiflMsoon! 



Just a small selection from our vast range of Fenix high performance 
headlamps and torches. Tough, waterproof and built specially for the outdoors. 


Laser engraving service available! 

A if products avaliahle through our website and se/ected retaiiers. 

Web: www.myfenix.co.uk E: sales@myfenix.co.uk Tel: 02921 157162 
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* Grade "A” MIcrolux ETE II Coatings 

* One piece 30mm body for strength, rigidity & accuracy 

* Saddle illumination with multiple brightness settings 

* Fast focus eyepiece 

* Low profile finger adjustable turrets 
^ illuminated # 4 Dot reticle 


This rifle stock is tailor made for competition hunting. 

A full and lowered forend gives a good grip and helps Improve the standing shooting 
position. The grip has a six degree angle to the side to aid the shooter to an 
ergonomically correct position. The comb and the recoil pad can be easily 
adjusted with push buttons - the Speed Lock system, This unique system allows 
you to quickly adjust the length and height of the stock between shooting positions; 
no tools needed I At the lowest comb position any bolt can be pulled from any system. 
Both the comb and recoil pad can be fully removed. All stocks is provided with 
a 0.5” Umbsaver/GRS recoil pad 


Blued Sporter Stealth Combo 
Stainless Sporter Stealth Combo 
Blued Varmint Stealth Combo 
Stainless Varmint Stealth Combo 


£1 349 SRP 
£1449 SRP 
£1 399 SRP 
£1499 SRP 


0 HIGHLAND 

- M - OUTDOORS 

www.hi^landoutdoors.co.uk 

sal^highlandoutdoors.co.uk 


www.facebook.com/HlghlandOutdoors 
Highland Outdoors 

THE HOWA DREAM IT. BUILD IT PACKAGE IS AVAILABLE ^ 0252 

FROM ALL GOOD GUNSHOPS sales®hlgh^nltdoo«^^^^ 
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It’s A Rap 

Manufactured from 
aircraft-grade aluminium 
and specifically designed for 
fitting optics with 30mm body tubes to any 
Theoben Rapid series of POP air rifle. Sportsmatch’s 
30 Rapid two-piece mounts secure to the action using 
the same integral mounting holes as those fitted as standard 
plus cleverly feature two mounting points in the bases to allow for 
optimum eye-relief. Top notch and they’re guaranteed for life. 


Wiile Eyed 

Many airgun hunters using POP’s already 
appreciate the zero-eye relief MTC Viper Connect 3 - 12 X 32 not 
only for its amazingly wide field of view but the features packed onto 
its 30mm body tube. These include a side-position PA dial, low 
profile Va" MOA cover capped turret adjusters, 12-level rheostat 
control, fast focus ocular with detachable rubber eye-piece extender 
and integral front lens cap. Image quality is superb, and it offers the 
option of a useful multi-aim-point AMD (Advanced Mil-Dot) reticule or 
SCB2 (Small Calibre Ballistic). There is now also 3 - 12 X 24 SL with 
all the original features but a more slim line (SL) 24mm objective 
lens build. 

Contact; office@mtcoptics.co.uk Phone; 08448 009929 


Heavy hitter 

Ratting requires a pellet that’s going to transmit the 





maximum stopping power possible and the .22- only Webley 
Verminpell are ideal for the iob. 

Weighing in at 14.3-grains the 
typical flat head design is built to 
do what it quite literally says on 
the screw top tin. That is: 

‘Packs a Killer Punch! 

Price; £11.99 tin of 500 
Contact; Highland Outdoors 
0845 099 0252 

www.highlandoutdoors.co.uk _ 


Call of The Wild 

The squirrel is possibly the most vocal animal of any hunters 
quarry species and at times it pays dividends to make use of 
this. The Primes Squirrel Buster comprises of a bellows section 
at one end and ‘the exhaust’ at the other. It comes with an 
instructional mini-CD describing precisely how to use it for 
optimum results. It’s surprisingly effective at creating sounds 
ranging from barks, chattering squeaks and high pitched 
squeals. ‘Squirrel speak’ that at times could well sound the 
death knell for many a tree rat. 


Contact; Sportsmatch UK Ltd, 01525 381638 
www.sportsmatch-uk.com 


Light & Bright 

A compact, lightweight gun light is a must 
and Fenix’s TK15 S2 Re-chargeable Tactical 
Torch Kit includes everything you need to 
light up, mount up and go. The black 
anodised, aluminium body measures 135 x 
25.4mm and weighs 152g (excluding 
batteries) and is waterproof and impact 
resistant. A push button at the front 
accesses the 4-brightness settings plus 
strobe and a ‘last light level used’ memory 
function. There’s an ON/OFF switch at the 
rear alogn with a stock-mountable remote. 


Price; £118 

Green or Blue Filter £5.95 each 
Contact; The Photon Shop, 

02921 157162, www.fenixlight.com 


Contact; BushWear, 0845 226 0469 www.bushwear.co.uk 


Ammo Store 

With the wide spread availability of pellet pouches 
there’s no excuse to just drop ammo into a 
pocket. Measuring 4 ^>4 x 4 The Bisley Pellet 
Pouch is made from hard-wearing green nylon, 
with double strengthened trim for extra rigidity. 
When the Velcro fastening front section is opened, 
both sides articulate out to reveal a spacious, 
smooth, waterproof lined inner ‘ammo store.’ The 
top is cleverly designed to be folded back 
onto itself to form a generous size belt loop. 
Contact; www.bisley-uk.com 


12 SHOOTING SPORTS MAGAZINE 




BG folder 

lA strong, compact folding lock knife is a must for any airgun hunter. 
The Gerber Bear Grylls Scout Drop Point, Part Serrated folding lock 
back measures 4” closed with an overall length of 7.3” with the high 
carbon, stainless steel blade is deployed making this a tough piece 
of field cutlery. 

The ergonomic textured rubber handle maximises comfort and 
reduces slippage as does the jimping along the rear spine, with a 
large finger choil ensures a very sure hold. Dual thumb studs 
facilitate one-handed opening and a metal clothing clip allows an 
easy uniSversal carry. 

Contact; Gerber 01506 406 277 
www.gerbergear.co.uk 


Bet connecteB 

The BlueShot app and BlueShot 
interface make getting shot data from 
your Combro Chrono or Chrony easy. 

Simple to use, just plug in the interface 
into your Combro or Chrony and android 
phone, then start shooting. No more 
hassle with batteries as your phone now 
powers your Combro. Use it anywhere, you 
don’t need a PC. It’s accurate as it gets the 
shot data direct from your chronograph and you can 
see it how you want it with Dashboard, List and 
Chart views. Simple export of your shot string via email. See what 
is really happening with your airgun and pellets, each display 
updates as you shoot. Now also supports the Chrony (FI, Alpha, 
Beta, Gamma, Master) range. BlueShot is compatible with most 
recent android phones. 

Contact; nicolas.jon.pike@gmail.com 





The Jack Pyke 1” & 2” Target 
Stickers are ideal for when you 
require a kill-zone size target for 
plinking, dedicated practice or 
impromptu zero checks in the 
field. These self-adhesive Day-Glo 
orange circular discs are supplied 
as 6 X 1” and 3 X 2” ‘stickers’ 
per sheet and you get 10-sheets 
per pack. 

Contact; Jack Pyke of England, 
01234 740327 
www.jackpyke,co.uk 


PUMPtTUP 

To keep any Theoben ‘rammers’ and Weihrauch HW90s at 
performance the Slim Jim ‘Gas-Ram’ pump can be used to 
‘top-up’ or ‘re-set’ the ‘gas-ram.’ The kit includes the 
hand pump, 450mm of Micro-bore hose with an 
anti-kink spring, connector and screw thread ‘QD’ fill 
adaptor. It’s surprisingly efficient so you don’t need 
arms like Popeye to use the unit. After use 
- check the rifles power output over a 
chronograph so you’re not running over 
the 12ft lb legal limit. 


peak 


One Size Fits Aii 

If you want to up the firepower of a single-shot 
PCP Rowan Engineering may have the solution! 

Their Universal Multi-Shot Magazine System 
is available in both .177 and .22 calibre and 
the mounting bracket is adjustable to 
accommodate different gun makes of many 
popular single-shot PGP’s. The ‘kit’ comprises of 
a magazine, mounting bracket, Allen keys to fit/ 
adjust and instructions. 

Capacity is nine in .177 and seven in .22. 
Spare mags are available and right and left 
hand options too. 


Compact binos 

With an ultra-close focus of 3.5m, the 
multi-coated lenses of Hawke’s Premier 
8 X 25 Compact Binoculars feature 
BAK4 roof prisms for maximum light 
transmission and clarity. Twist up 
eye-cups give optimum wearer comfort 
and eye-relief and an ocular adjustment 
ring is positioned at the base of the 
right eyecup. The open-hinge design 
and focus wheel are positioned 
towards the rear and the rubber armour 
casing makes them easy to use and 
carry. Available in black or green) 
including pouch. 

Contact; Deben Group Industries Ltd 
01394 387762 www.deben.com 


Prices; £64.95. 

Spare ‘Magazines’ (Any Calibre) £39.45 
Contact: Rowan Engineering, 

01295 251188 
www.rowanengineering.com 


Contact; BEST FITTINGS 
0845 456 1185 
WWW. best-f itti ngs .co . u k 
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Experienced 

& personal 
advice 


OTM 



LARGE RANGE OF AIRGUNS & 
ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 


New & Used Rifles & Pistols 

Repair and Servicing 
AIR BOULE FILLING SERVICE 

Clothing and promotional products, 
Trophies, T-Shirts and Mugs 

OPENING HOURS: 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30 
Saturday 9-5 • Closed Sunday 


www.otmoors.co.uk 

Tel: 01869 338558 

otmoors@hotmail.co.uk Hudson Street, Deddington, Oxon 0X15 OSW 



SHOTGUNS • RIFLES 
• AIR GUNS 


GAME & CLAY CARTRIDGES 
ALL MAKES OF AIR RIFLES 
AIRGUN TUNING A SPECIALITY 
NEW AND USED RIMFIRE AND FULLBORE RIFLES 
DAYSTATE HUNTSMAN REGALS AND 
WOLVERINE B & C TYPES IN STOCK 

DAYSTATE & AIR ARMS MAINTENANCE & 
SERVICE CENTRE. WEIHRAUCH AND 
ANSCHUTZ MAIN AGENT. 

NOW A ZOLI MAIN AGENT 

BERETTA, BROWNING, HATSAN, BENELLI, MIROKU, 
BETTINSOLI, FRANCHI, ATA, WEBLEY ETC. 

NEW SHOTGUNS IN STOCK 

Gift Vouchers Availabie 

STOCKISTS OF SIGHTRON, REDFIELD, ZEISS, 
LEOPOLD, BURRIS, HAWKE & MTC 

www.theskiptongunroom.co.uk 


01756 792 630 

FREE ONSITE PARKING 

Opening times Monday 10am-4pm, Tuesday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


and Saturday 9am to 4pm 


I'^EtHIUKUCH 



m • THE SPORTING 

Airgun 

^^Handbook 


Post: 

Gun; 800 Guillat Avenue, Kent Science Park, 
Sittingbourne ME9 8GU 

(Cheques made payable to Aceville Magazines Ltd.) 



Please send me The Sporting Airgun Handbook 2014 edition for 
£7.99 + £2.00 postage. Please choose which year by ticking the box on 
the right. I enclose my cheque/postal order for £9.99 made payable to 
Aceville Magazines Ltd or please debit my Mastercard/ Visa/American 
Express/Switch/Maestro account the sum of £9.99 
(Your account will be debited in the name of Aceville Magazines Ltd) 


Expiry Date on card / Security No: 

(last 3 digits on back of card) 

If using Switch/Maestro, please also give your Card Issue No: 

or Valid from Date: 

SIGNATURE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


□ 

□ 


POST CODE DAYTIME TEL NO . 

Sporting Airgun Handbook 2014 | | 

Sporting Airgun Handbook 2013 

Sporting Airgun Handbook 2012 

Your details wiLL be processed by AceviLLe Magazines Ltd. (publishers of The Sporting Airgun 
Handbook) in fuLL accordance with data protection Legislation. AceviLLe Magazines Ltd. and 
sister companies may wish to contact you with information of other services and publications 
we provide which may be of interest. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such 
information by Post □ Phone d] Email □ SMS □. From time to time Aceville Magazines Ltd. 
will share details with other reputable companies who provide products and services that maybe 
of interest to you. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such information by 
Post □ Phone □ Email O SMS Q. 

*plus £2.00 postage. 
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BSA Optic 3 - 9 X 50 Adjustable Objective 
scope and mounts 


Introducing the new Ultra Max SE, 
featuring class Leading shot count 
in.177&.22 




New design integrated pressure gauge 


Also Includes: 

• Bolt action 

• BSA's new 6th Generation 10 shot 
magazine as used in the new Gold 
Star SE 

• BSA's VC Silencer 

• Minelli 'Woodland' Camouflage stock 

• BSA Gun Bag 






TRR mR se 


©BSA Guns 2013 www.bsaguns.co.uk 


>1/09/91. -mss 




N ot too long back I reviewed the BSA 
R-10 Mk2 and in that favourable 
piece I mentioned it would certainly 
be good to see BSA offer a shorty version 
and hey presto - here it is - the boldly 
named R-10 Mk2 Super Carbine. As with the 
standard full length rifle it can be purchased 
in the three stock options - walnut, black 
edition and woodland. The black version is 
not only eye-catching, but the option I’d 
choose if buying the rifle for myself, so 
I without further ado - here are my views. 


OVER-MOULDED 

Incidentally, the walnut stock is currently only 
available as a right hand option while the 
other two are of an ambidextrous design. 
Something I’m sure will appeal not only to 
south paws as it makes the rear of the stock 
feel more comfortable for tucking into the 
shoulder. All however sensibly retain the 
integral sling swivel studs, while the 
woodland and black edition have a rubber 
over-mould that fully envelopes the dramatic 
sweeping lines of the beech timber beneath. 

With that established the ‘over-moulded’ 
models now have a relatively high and quite 
substantial ambidextrous cheekpiece fitted 
with a sliding height adjustable black rubber 
butt pad. The slim neck has a nicely sized 
thumb shelf and the pistol grip drops down at 
the perfect angle giving your hand the 
ideal base from which to operate the 
trigger. The forend is quite chunky 
and perfectly sized in length to 
accommodate the shortened 
action ending in a semi-Schnable 
tip as it reaches and slightly goes 
under the buddy bottle. As is the nature 
of this type of stock material it has a 
non-slip (grippy) feel but extra grip aids are 


seen as three panels with impressed 
chequering on either side of the pistol grip 
and forend. 

CHARGE FOR IT 

The ‘Super Carbine’ uses a removable 200cc 
buddy bottle to store the compressed air but 
for on-rifle fills or more usefully ‘top ups’ 
there’s a neat inlet valve port on the 
underside of the stock adjacent to the air 
pressure gauge. This takes a Quick Fill probe 
(supplied) and has a recommended fill 
pressure of 225bar. This gives 200 plus 
shots in .177 calibre and 240 plus in the .22 
rifle here on test. 

Like its big brother, it has the now 
familiar uninterrupted flat receiver for scope 
fitting, making this one of the few rifles where 
you don’t have to struggle to fit almost any 
optic of choice. I chose to scope up using a 
Hawke Sport HD 3 - 9 X 50A0 Mil-Dot IR in 
high mounts which during test proved to be a 
sensible pairing for handling and balance. 

The rifle comes with BSA’s own VC (Variable 
Choke) ‘calibre specific’ silencer already 
screwed onto the shortened 12” fully floating 
tube. Even with this effective can up-front the 
Super Carbine lives up to its name as it still 




16 



The relatively high and 
substantially sized 
ambidextrous cheekpiece also 
has a sliding, height-adjustabie 
black rubber butt pad. 
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only nneasures 37” fronn butt to nnuzzle 
nnaking it a very connpact custonner. 

UPGRADED CLIP 

The Super Carbine runs on BSA’s up-graded 
10-shot removable magazine familiar to all 
POP’S on their roster. These also now have a 
calibre colour-coded, high impact polymer 
inner rotor (exposed part of the rotary drum). 
It’s also numbered and indexes around more 
smoothly and positively than the original 
all-metal version. If not familiar with this 
magazine, pellets are placed into the empty 
chambers rotating the inner ‘carrier’ 
anti-clockwise until all ten are filled. 

The mechanics that secure the magazine, 
cock and load the rifle are as you’d expect 
exactly as found on the full length rifle. To 
cock and load, first slide the large, finger- 
friendly serrated edge magazine retaining 
catch (positioned just forward of the action 
block on the left) and pull back the 
generously sized, rear-mounted cocking bolt. 
The magazine now easily lifts out of the left 
hand side of the action block. 

In my previous test of the full length rifle I 
also praised the semi-match grade trigger. It 
can be fine tuned for even the most finicky of 


tastes including angle of shoe position, 
length and weight of pull. However, you are 
going to have to pull the action out of the 
stock to access the mechanism to do so! It 
also has an easily accessible well placed 
safety lever positioned above and to the left 
of the action. 

PEDIGREE PERFORMER 

During test, using quality ammo, the rifle soon 
showed its pedigree as it made ragged one 
hole clusters at my 30 yds zero. It was here I 
was able to assess BSA’s shot count claims 
and as pellets didn’t drop off the aim point at 
the target after 250-shots I’d say they’re 
pretty much on the button while that strange 
looking front/top, action-mounted air regulator 
is certainly doing a better Job. I say ‘better’ 
because it’s been tweaked to give an even 
more impressive shot-to-shot consistency. 

Well they do say ‘be careful what you wish 
for’ because although I mentioned in my 
previous test of the full length R-10 that I’d 
like to see a carbine version they’ve definitely 
not disappointed, as in my opinion it’s a sure 
fire winner in every department. The stock 
perfectly complements the shortened action 
and sensibly scoped up I feel it’s by far one 


of, if not the best handling carbine size 
multi-shot PCPs currently available. Highly 
accurate and with a huge shot count at your 
disposal this is a gun that can fulfil virtually 
all airgun hunting duties you will encounter. In 
fact I’m so smitten with this rifle that I’m 
soon going to part with one of beloved 
SuperTEN’s and replace it with what really is a 
‘Super Carbine.’ 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 


■ Name: BSA RIO Mk2 Super Carbine 


(Black Edition) 


PType: 

Buddy Bottle, Multi-Shot PCP 

■ Action: 

Bolt operated 

■ Stock: 

Ambidextrous beech sporterwith 


black rubber over-mould 

■ Length: 

37” inci silencer 

■ Barrel: 

12” 

■ Weight: 

7.4lbs un-scoped 

■ Calibre: 

.22 on test, .177 and .25 available 

■ Trigger: 

2-stage, ‘semi-match’ 


multi-adiustable 

■ Price: 

SRPf780 


Spare Magazines £45 

■ Contact: 

BSA Guns Ltd 


www.bsaguns.co.uk 

■ Thanks to: 

T & J. J McAvoy LTD for supplying 


rifle on test 


Contact: 01257 426129 


www.guns.gb.com 
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[ PRODUCTS ] 


COUNTRYMAN 

JACKET 

TROUSERS, 

OVER-TROUSERS, 

JUMPER AND 

WELLIES 

Prices from 

£ 53.95 

CONTACT: 

Thatch reed 
Limited, 

01234 740327 
www.jackpyke.co.uk 


□ FOR 

Design and 
build quality 

□AGAINST 

No colour choice 

□VERDICT 

Well priced 
and practical 
Good range 
of clothing 


Green is the colour 


Jack Pyke has steadily added to their range of traditional style, outdoor 


clothing, Pete Wadeson investigates the changes and additions... 



The Countryman Jumper/Fleece 
is a fine standaione garment, due 
to its build quality and water/ 
windproof properties 


J ack Pyke’s original Countryman 
Jacket and Trousers have been 
up-graded! The trousers are now 
manufactured from a heavier duty 
cotton canvas. Reinforced with 600D, 
fully waterproof, Oxford Cordura at the 
knees and seat, there are two front 
upper lined hand warmer pockets, two 
cargo pockets with cleverly designed 
one press stud fasten overflaps and a 
rear zipped pocket. These fasten at 
the forward section only and have a 
canvas tab for ease of opening. The 
flap is partially stitched at the rear to 
reduce the problem of items sliding 
out if you are sitting at an odd angle. 
The waist band is part elasticated at 
the sides, has a generous amount of 
belt loops with front button fastening 
and zip fly. They now feature superior 
adjustable Velcro ankle straps and 
closure is by a button and zip fly. 
Mesh-lined they are ideal to be worn 
alone or under over-trousers. 

NEW STRIDES 

Complimenting these are new 
over-trousers! Manufactured from a 
‘HARD SHELL’ (a GOOD waterproof 
nylon), and lined with Breatha-tex - a 
durable high tech fabric designed to 
be completely water and windproof yet 
breathable. The design is unique as 
running up the entire outer side length 
of both legs are two, strong, double- 
ended zips with a full storm flap and 



Detail of the full zip off and top fastening 
capabilities that make the over-trousers 
so easy to put on and off 


Velcro fastening tabs to keep mud 
away from the zips. 

At both sides of the waist at 
the point the zips end are two 
Velcro tab fasteners and 
two heavy-duty press 
studs. The waistband is 
elasticated and 
features strong belt 
loops for good 
measure. Security 
at the ankles is 
catered for by a 
3-position strong 
press stud ankle 
adjuster. This makes 
them one of the best 
types of over-trouser for 
quick and easy ON/OFF in 
the field. 

TOP HALF 

The Countryman Jacket is also 
manufactured from HARD SHELL 
material. Generously cut it has a full 
length double front zip and press 
studded storm flap. Up front are two 9 
X 8” bellows pockets, with double 
press stud over-flaps and two 
open-topped, fleece-lined hand warmer 
slots set above with rain covers. The 
detachable hood has a wired peak 
and adjuster cord fastening. External 
Velcro straps allow it to be adjusted to 
fit your head too. 

Wrists can be Velcro-closed and a 
draw cord is integral; to the hem. As 
with all garments in the range all 
seams are fully taped making the 
Countryman Jacket 100% waterproof. 

To compliment this attire is a 
jumper and for those who prefer 
traditional-style wellies. 

FLEECE JUMPER 

The jumper, which is more a fleece 
jacket with its full-length zip is 
note-worthy due to its quality and 
reversible design. One side is 
manufactured from a knitted mix of 
30% wool/70% Acrylic. Worn in this 
way it has suede shoulder and elbow 
pads, two zipped handwarmer pockets 
and two internal zipped pockets. Turn 
it inside out and the other side is 


made from a light green, 100% 
polyester non pil fleece. It shows the 
same pocket configuration and looks 
stylish due to the knitted wool mix 
collar and cuff. To make it even more 
practical a windproof membrane is 
integrated into the build. 

If the weather isn’t that cold 
there are plenty of light to medium 
upper body clothing from the company 
that you can use to build a layer 
system for regulating temperature. 
There’s also a wide selection of 
headwear and just as many options of 
gloves that suit this traditional 
outdoor clothing. 

{ TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS } 

Prices 

I fSs, £53.95, £68, £66.95 and £89.^ 
respectively, 1-year guarantee 
Hunter Green only 

Clothing Sizes 

I S-XXXL Wellies 

Contact 

I Tliatchreed Limited, 01234 740327 

www.jackpyke.co.uk 
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Lithgow Arms is a brand built on over 100 years of weapons expertise 
at the small arms factory in Lithgow, NSW. Australian troops have 
carried firearms made at Lithgow into all conflicts and wars since 
World War 1 - from Gallipoli. North Africa. Kokoda and Vietnam to 
East Timor and Afghanistan. Starting in 1912 as a factory that made 
and supported firearms designed elsewhere. Lithgow has now 
evolved into an internationally recognised designer and manufacturer 
of small arms for both military and civilian markets. 


UK EXCLUSIVE AGENT 
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WEIGHT: 3100 g 

OVERALL LENGTH: 997 mm - 1007 mm 
BARREL: CJold hammer forged. 531mm (20.9“) 
OAL; threaded tenon; 1 r target crown, semi-match 
chamber tighter tolerances than SAAMI spec; 1:16" 
6 groove. 

RECEIVER: Rear locking: high tensile steel with 
hardened locking lugs; sized for magnum rimfire. 
compact length; recoil lug; 2 piece bases. 

© MMGMLAND 

OLITDOORS 

www.highlandoutdoors.co.uk 


BOLT: 3 locking lugs; 60® bolt lift: hardened 
handle; one piece firing pin: de-cocking feature: 
perpendicular sear engagement; Nyton bolt 
shroud and knob 

TRIGGER/SAFETY: 2 position safety (bolt can be 
opened on safe); ~2kg trigger pull (1kg spring 
available from OEM). 

STOCK: Adjustable length of pull (325, 335, 345 
and 355mm); glass fibre reinforced, rubber recoil 
pad; Integral trigger guard; 4 point bedding: 
floating barrel. 

Fmd 'Ji!.'.' oilers 4 --i i at 

www.facebook.conVh ighlandoutdoors 


MAGAZINE: Rush fitting Nylon 5 round LA 
magazine (CZ 452/455 compatible (.22LR). 
CZ455 compatible (17HMR/ 22WMR) 10 
round LA Magazine available soon. 

COATING: Cerakote H series (colour Titanium) 
on barrel, receiver, sight bases and bolt handle. 
The Crossover is also available In a left-hand 
version. 


£849srp 

For Trade enquiries contact Highland Outdoors 
Ph: 0845 099 0252 
sales@highlandoutdoors.co.uk 
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Top shot Richard 
Woods has been 
signed up by 
Impact Airguns... 
watch this space 


Mark Camoccio covers a couple of comps and 
wonders about the new rising star in HFT... 


N ational Hunter Field Target 

competition rounds are roughly one 
per month, which works out pretty 
well, since it gives us a few weeks in 
between, to practise, investigate any 


problems, and experiment with new kit. Yet 
with round 8 held in Cambridge, at the tail 
end of September, followed by round 9, at 
Buxted in Sussex only a few weeks after, it 
has seemed busy of late! 


UKAHFT ROUND 8, CAMBRIDGE, SPONSORED BY HULL CARTRIDGE 

The Cambridge club, based in Shepreth are well known for their varied target layout! With the 
usual mix set over woodland, and even a section across the unprotected dry mud of the field, 
wind direction and terrain all had to be taken into account. I managed a 55 on the day, which 
as it happened was highly respectable and as the first time out with my Air Arms FTP900, 1 was 
left quite heartened. Especially as a freak incident with dirt in the side lever, had ruined my 
concentration at the start! 

Barry Smith shot solidly with his BSA, to take the round, with an excellent 58, proving that 
his slow progression in scores of late has been no fluke. Top shot, Richard Woods, was 
another notable score, and his recent switch to using a British made Impact Airguns GSX600 
in place of his Steyr, has caused quite a stir. So 3rd place overall with a 57ex 60 was a good 
start in anyone’s book! 

Generous sponsorship on the day, from Hull Cartridge, kept everyone’s attention in the 
raffle, and a very happy John Miller, walked away with a brand new Weihrauch HW97K Blue 
Laminate version for his trouble. A very nice prize indeed. 


RESULTS: 


Open Class: 


1st 

Barry Smith 

58ex60 

2nd 

Charles Peal 

57 

3rd 

Richard Woods 

57 

Junior 14-16: 

1st 

Rudy Goldslade 

53 

Junior 9-13: 

1st 

Tom Willingham 

49 

Ladies Ciass: 

1st 

Jill Cochrane 

52 

Recoiiing: 

1st 

Kyle Hampton 

53 

.22 Ciass: 

1st 

Simon Harrison 

51 


Manufacturers Team Winners: BSA 






RESULTS: 



UKAHFT NATIONAL ROUND 9, 
BUXTED, SPONSORED BY AIR ARMS 

I’d never been to the Buxted club set in lush 
Sussex countryside near Uckfield, and the 
entrance into their field was enough to put 
anyone off, requiring a drop down a slope, 
into six inches of sloppy mud. Not the best 
of starts, but once inside, we were treated to 
another excellent layout of targets, which had 
been cleverly set out to test the amassed 
enthusiasts. 

Shooting over a stream into dense 
woodland then navigating an open field 
section, all the time trying to calculate 
distance and wind speed, kept us all on our 
toes, and several experienced shots fell by 
the wayside. Stuart Farr took the open class 
with a superb 58 on the day, but a clear 
signal of intent came from young Rudy 
Goldslade, who has continued to show us 
how it’s done, ever since taking the World 
Championship at the beginning of the year. 
Rudy still shoots as a junior, but steering his 
FP900 to a 58ex60 at Buxted was a 
marvellous result - proving his grasp of the 
sport and sending a clear message to the 
rest of us! 

Rifle customisation is all part of the fun, 
and Rudy has modified his FTP900 by 
removing the internal rack, barrel bracket, 

Rudy Goldslade has been putting his 
Air Arms FTP900 to good use, note the 
re-jigged action 



Open Class: 


1st 

Stuart Farr 

58ex60 

2nd 

Mike Byford 

57 

3rd 

Neil Wakelin 

57 

Junior 14-16: 

1st 

Rudy Goldslade 

58 

Junior 9-13: 

1st 

Dylan Farr 

50 

Ladies Ciass: 

1st 

Jill Cochrane 

52 

Recoiiing: 

1st 

Kyle Flampton 

53 

.22 Ciass: 

1st 

Simon Harrison 

48 

Manufacturers Team Winners: 

Air Arms 


2014 BASC Memorial Cup Winner: Rudy Goldslade 


shroud and muzzle assembly. For him this 
trims vital weight from the gun, and his 
results suggest that it now suits him very 
well indeed. 

Claire West and Alan George from Air 
Arms, were on hand in the afternoon at 
Buxted, to not only show off their fabulous 
new HFT500 model to drooling enthusiasts, 
but also give one away as a prize in the 
raffle. Andrew Burgess was the lucky 
recipient, and his surprise and joy capped off 
another great days sport. 

One final point concerns next year’s 
World HFT Championships; again to be 
staged at Kelmarsh Hall, near Kettering. 
Interest in this flagship event seems to grow 
significantly year on year, and entries are 
now being taken. At the time of writing, 170+ 
competitors have already registered, and 
with a total entry book of around 320 
shooters normally accepted, it doesn’t pay to 
leave any applications to the last minute. 

For pre-booking application forms and 
downloads regarding competitions (where 
bookings are still possible), and all the latest 
information on anything connected with 
Hunter Field Target shooting, take a look at 
the following websites: https://sites.google. 
com/site/ukahft/ and www.shooting-the- 
breeze.com https://sites.google.com/site/ 
whftal/ 
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growing Hawke range 


Hawk^Airmax 
30 SF 4-16X50^ 
- a lot of glass.^ 
|.for ypui* buck 


Hawke models, and it’s clear you get an awful 
lot of scope for the money. 

PUSH TO THE MAX 

The new Airmax 30 SF models are a real step 
up for the company, in that they are just that 
bit sleeker where presentation is concerned, 
more subtle in design and construction, and 
easier on the eye. ‘30’ denotes the larger 
30mm body tube, whilst ‘SF’ stands for Side 
Focus. 

My test model came specified as the 
Airmax 30 SF 4-16X50, and it can’t fail to 
impress, from the moment you open the 
oversized padded box. Open the lid, and the 
nicely packaged accessories become 


apparent. Metal flip-up lens covers are 
threaded into each end, (similar to MTC) and 
the two small metal tools to adjust/remove 
these are also included. A side focusing 
wheel is part of the package too, with a third 
small tool supplied, to assist in its assembly. 

Unlike many scopes on the market, these 
Airmax 30 models are dedicated airgun 
specific, and with a minimum focus of 10 yds, 
it’s a good start. 

TACTICAL... 

Hawke have followed the latest trend, and 
stuck with over-sized target turrets, which is a 
shame in my book, since the overall width of 
the scope created, can be a source of 


Ihere scopes are concerned, 

’ quality varies enormously across 
the board, and the old adage that 
‘you get what you pay for’, is on the whole, a 
safe guide for realistic expectations. That 
said, Hawke scopes from Deben Int Ltd 
have carved out quite a niche for 
themselves in the middle to lower sector of 
the market, and have a big following for 
good reason. 

As a competition buff, I was always 
guided towards kit that had pedigree and 
potential. Look to what the winners are 
using, and you won’t go far wrong. On that 
score, consider that national HF shoots 
have been taken with very modestly priced 


Mark Camoccio checks out a 
airgun-specific scope from tfe 
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irritation when looking for sufficient padding 
inside some gun cases. Huge turrets are 
unnecessary for most hunting trips, and 
certainly are no advantage where HF is 
concerned, yet the visual appeal to many 
dictates their inclusion. 

Hawke fit the rather impressive AMX 
ballistic airgun Mil-Dot reticule and this, being 
glass-etched, floats in the centre of the image. 
Full Mil-Dots and half mil spacing is on offer, 
along with segmented outer hollow posts. All 
this means in practise, that an abundance of 
aim points are available, allowing the shooter 
to gauge distance of certain targets, as well 
as take precisely aimed shots. 

Red illumination of the central stadia is 
also possible, and here, Hawke have switched 
to a simplified continuous rheostat dial; 
although having left it switched on accidentally 
during my test, I have two observations. Firstly, 
the step-less switch doesn’t automatically 
switch off, but secondly, when left in the 
minimum setting, the battery didn’t entirely 
run down. 

Fast focus of the ocular lens is fairly 
standard these days, and parallax focus is 
possible just using the left hand side mounted 
knob. For more accurate ranging however, a 
100mm side wheel is supplied. This is 
attached by simply unscrewing the central cap 
(using the tool provided), pushing the wheel 
into place, then screwing the cap back into 
position. In addition, a sunshade is supplied 
for those so inclined. The side wheel works by 
exaggerating the gap between range markings, 
making them easier to read accurately. 

TACTILE TACTICAL 

Much time has been invested in getting the 
ergonomics and overall Teel’ right with this 
new breed of Airmax; from the off-set angle of 
the rheostat, to the ribbed, rubberized 
magnification collar. Twisting through from x4- 
to 16 mag is reassuringly smooth yet with 
enough resistance to know that everything is 
staying put. Likewise, those turrets, which 
have a crisp audible click and slick movement, 
yet tighten up with a top locking wheel, once 
zero is set. 


SO WHAT OF THE 
VISUALS OVERALL? 

A fully multi-coated optical system means 
great clarity and light transmission are a 
given. New high quality lenses, combined with 
that super fine reticule offer admirable edge 
to edge clarity, and with no notable 
aberrations, the image on offer is a cut above 
many other scopes in this price bracket. On 
test, clarity through the airgun target 
distances was simply spot-on, and the floating 
nature of the glass etched reticule means the 
overall picture remains fairly uncluttered. 

Free to access Hawke BRC and Chairgun 
software programs (PC, Mac, los, and Android 
compatible) allow shooters to plot their 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

■ Name 

Hawke Airmax 30 SF 4-16X50 

■ Reticule 

AMX Mil-Dot 

■ Weight 

34.60Z 

■ Length 

14.7” 

■ Click values 

y^ @100 yds 

■ Field of View 

23-6.5ft @100yds 

■ Eye Relief 

4” 

■ Min Focus 

10yds 

■ Turrets 

Tactical target style, resettable 

■ Clicks per rotation 

60 

■ Full Rotations 

6 in windage and elevation 

■ Price 

£269.95 inc side focus wheel, 
flip-up lens covers, and sunshade 

■ Contact 

Deben Group Industries, 

01394 387762 
www.deben.com 
www.hawkeoptics.com 



The new Airmax SF models come nicely packaged, complete with sunshade, side wheel and the 
necessary tools 


They are also resettable to a zero marker, 
once slackened off with an Allen key. My 
usual grid test, clicking up by a measured 
amount, right, down, then left, saw the shots 
return to the start point - proving the integrity 
of the spindle mechanism. To be honest, 
parallax ranging with the wheel did return 
different figures to reality (25 yds showed as 
about 18 on wheel markings) yet this is very 
common with this type of scope. What was 
important was the consistency of readings, 
and in that regard, the Airmax shined. 


ammunition and trajectory charts too, and it’s 
a great tool to play with for any budding 
enthusiast. 

Waterproof, shockproof, nitrogen filled, 
and the Hawke 10 year warranty, along with a 
built-in quality feel, mono tube construction, 
and pleasing aesthetics all help put a very 
strong case for this model; but performance 
is of course the key to success... and here, 
the Airmax SF can’t fail to impress - for either 
hunting or HF. 




A glass etched 
AMX ballistic 
reticule comes 
as standard, as 
can be seen it 
offers plenty of 
aiming points 
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Pete’s .20 Cal FAC-rated 
Daystate AirWolf takes 
centre stage for this 
look at ‘specialised’ hi- 
power airgun hunting... 


Pete Wadeson explains when, why and how a 
more considered approach can often be beneficial 
when using a hi-power air rifle for specialised 
hunting situations... 


W ith the choice of hi-power ‘super- 

airguns’ now available, I feel it high 
time I began to address the 
subject of how to use any FAC-rated air rifle 
to be more versatile at unleashing the 
extra-power they offer. In past hunting 
articles I’ve sometimes featured my much 
favoured .20 Calibre FAC Daystate AirWolf 
and it has undoubtedly proved itself 
over hill and down dale... Shooting 
Blue Flares in the Flighlands of 
Scotland, to tricky brancher shooting in 
the Black Country. All have been well 
documented so I’ll mainly use this rifle 
as an example to illustrate 
‘adjustments made’ for certain hunting 
situations - one being what determines 
my set zero, and as you’ll soon discover 
this is dictated by many more factors 
than just the rifle calibre and the power 
level it’s running at. I also feel you 


should carefully consider the scope you 
choose to fit to any FAC-rated gun - 
specifically the reticle design it holds. Before 
we had as many options of multi-aim-point 
reticules as we do now I used to use a 
standard Mil-Dot. Choose and use right, 
because a suitable optic will help you 


achieve the precision accuracy a modern day 
hi-power air rifle is capable of. 

EARTH & WATER 

I’ll begin by briefly relating what happened 
‘behind the scenes’ to achieve the Blue Flare 
challenge I set myself. Previous to the 
trip, I spent a longtime practising on 
home turf, honing up on my accuracy 
skills at different ranges with its usual 
set zero of 50 yds. So off I went, 
confidence levels high in my shooting 
ability and chosen rifle/scope combo 
but upon arrival, I realised my 
previously set zero would have to be 
changed. Let me explain: 

I’d never shot over ground as 
rough as that of the high Glens. 
Thankfully the gamekeeper/ stalker 
who helped me attain my goal 
strongly suggested I take a ‘few’ 
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THE VENOM STRIKE IS A FULLY ADAPTABLE GUN LIGHT, WHICH WAS DESIGNED AND DEVELOPED IN THE UK BY NIGHT MASTER. 

Its main features include rapid brightness control with a rotary tail switch; colour control with changeable LEDs: and beam control with a fully 
focusable head - from a tight spot to a wide flood beam. 

For more info visit ujujuj-venomstrike.cDm or call Night Master on OTS7^ B11D97 
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practice shots over Peat Hags on similar 
terrain nearby and at awkward angles on 
targets set on higher or lower ground from 
my shooting position. Only then did I fully 
come to realise the effect topography and 
indeed water can have on a 
pellet’s usual and expected 
trajectory - and that applies 
to any power of air rifle. 

My shooting was quite 
noticeably affected to 
the point I decided to 
set a 40-yd zero and 
lower my cut off point 
for longer range 
shots to 

approximately 70 
yds. Not far? 

Well you try it 
when the wind can 
swirl back on itself, 
and the ground can suddenly 
drop 20 - 30 yds down between 
you and the target, and then include 
water in the equation plus angle of 
fire and well... Getting a little more than 
tricky isn’t it? My hosts advice and my 
adapting to the situation proved to be the 
right move as I achieved my challenge and 
I learned much from my madness or 
should that be all that ‘earth and water.’ 

Incidentally, I didn’t/couldn’t use 
ballistic software to ascertain what the 
trajectory should be - obviously due to the 
terrain I was shooting over. That meant 
after setting a new zero it was done ‘old 
school’ with targets set at 5-yd intervals 
from my shooting position to fully suss out 
my new trajectory. 


This picture clearly shows 
the type of terrain that 
can play havoc with the 
trajectory of an airgun pellet 
fired at any power level 


Mission accomplished 
thanks to ‘adapting’ to 
the hunting situation not 
forgetting choosing the 
right tool for the job... 


spot of brancher 
bashing in the 
Black Country by 
my mates at 
Sandwell Field 

Sports. Now initially you’d think there’s no 
big deal there. However, a few days prior to 
travelling down I’d noticed the trees at my 
local rookeries were far more advanced in 
leaf than usual for the traditional ‘12th May 
- brancher day.’ 


I realised this might not be as easy as 
it was back in the day. Yes, the days when 
it was like shooting fish in a barrel as 
branchers clung onto almost bare twigs or 
the side of clearly visible nests high above. 
As expected, when I reached my 
destination the wood the rookery was in 
was even more advanced in yearly ‘bloom’ 
than back home - in parts the canopy 
above was so dense you could hardly see 
the nests never mind the birds! 


JUNGLE WARFARE 

Another example of the benefits of 
tailoring the rifle to suit a certain hunting 
situation is again one I’ve written of 
previously but not how and why I 
specifically set the rifle up for this trip. 
The shoot was when I was invited for a 


► 



FpCU£ABLE HEAD: 

The Venom Strike head can be 
screwed in or out to produce a very 
wide flood beam for dose- in 
shooting or a narrow square beam 
for longer range shooting. 


CHAMGEABLE LED: 

Adapt your attack by using a 
different LED. White red, green 
and irTfraned (IR) LEDs are 
available and changing them 
takes seconds. 


MEMORY function: 

When you adjust the beam intensity, 
the Venom Strike remembers that 
tight level. So when you switch off 
and on again, it will activate at the 
same beam intensity 


ROTARY tail-switch: 

A rotary switch on the tail -cap 
makes it very easy to dim or brighten 
the Venom Strike, so you can get the 
right amount of light for your 
situation. The light intensity can be 
adapted whenever you need to. 
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► FORWARD THINKING 

Now due to forward thinking I’d taken my 
‘.20 Cal FAC Wolf,’ as well as a legal limit 
12ft lb air rifle - the reason being a 
simple and practical one. I knew the 
branchers we’d see would soon wise up 
and simply hide ‘behind’ the foliage of 
upper leaves. I’d also previously set a 30 
yd zero due to the closer range shooting 
I’d be doing and had practised at very 
steep upward angles at leaves on trees. 

Now the other airgun hunters 
shooting with me that day were crack 
shots but with only 12ft lb air rifles the 
chances they got as the birds sussed 
how to hide soon dwindled to almost 
none. With my more powerful Daystate at 
times I could smash through a few leaves 
and very small twigs to bring down the 
crafty wanna be rooks. 

Nothing had changed in terms of the 
familiar brancher crick in the neck and 
aching back from continually looking up 
and taking high shots. What had changed 
though was due to my superior firepower 
my tally accounted for two thirds of the 
day’s bag. Why I took that rifle on that trip 
should now be obvious. With a 30 yd 
zero, the trajectory is very forgiving even 
for steep and awkward angle shots. Plus 


I could take full on body shots because 
the power the pellet was fired at easily 
gave enough ‘oomph’ at the target to 
bring the birds crashing down stone 
dead. 

AND FINALLY 

I hope this article has helped dispel the 
notion that FAC air rifles are little more 
than big boy’s toys or the lazy-man’s air 
rifle. Hopefully many of you reading this 
now realise any calibre and power level 
of FAC-rated gun has its limitations and 
certainly isn’t a ‘magic wand’ to long 
range success. However, use the extra 
power at your disposal correctly and they 
can become even more versatile 
especially if you fine-tune your combo 
using guide lines and examples of 
specific hunting situations I’ve previously 
outlined. 

There are many other instances and 
tips I could relate such as the difference 
a change of pellet weight can make. 
Suffice to say, I hope to return to this 
subject at a later date to offer more 
advice and one last thing I must say is 
we should feel privileged to have a 
myriad of ‘specialist’ hi-power air rifles 
to choose from. 



j Using an FAC power air rifle 
while Brancher shooting when 
j tree foliage was heavy allowe 
Pete to take shots impossible 
to make with a 12ft lb gun 


Western Shooting Supplies 

* APPROVED DAYSTATE STOCKIST FOR CARMARTHENSHIRE 

WOLVERINE 303 

Featuring a new specially designed .303 airgun 
bullet, the Wolverine 303 with its 5 shot rotary magazine 
and muzzle energy of up to 120 ft lbs is more than capable of taking larger 
game species at sensible airgun ranges. £1,400, Rifle only. 

AIR RANGER 

The Air Ranger's 400cc (12 ft/lbs version) or 500cc fixed 
power source combines with the high efficiency of the 
Slingshot hammer and valve system to return a vast number of 
shots per quick-fill charge, making the Air Ranger all the airgun you will 
^ need. ..£1,109, Rifle only. 






AIR WOLF 

The Air Wolf MCT... the ultimate in high-tech hunting 
air rifles that features the very latest in on-board refinements to make it 
easier than ever to achieve great shooting results... .£1,380, Rifle only. 

UK Customers please note: This item cannot be sent directly to UK residents. It can be collected 
in person from our shop or sent to your local Registered Firearms Dealer for collection. 

www.westernshootingsupplies.com 

Telephone: 01269 591826 email: ed7.62@sky.com mobile: 07968 306084 


Daystate 
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G. E. FULTON & SON 



Air Arms .177 FP 900 Field Target Rifle £14 

Air Arms .22 S510 30th Anniversary Model with case £12 

Air Arms .22 S510 Ultimate Sporter. Laminate £2 

Air Arms .177 S510 Side Lever Carbine Walnut £F 

Air Arms .177 S510 Twin Cylinder Side Lever Rifle. S/Hand .... £6 

Air Arms .22 S410 Carbine Beech £f 

Air Arms .177 S400 Classic Walnut £' 

Air Arms .22/.177 S200 Beech £4 

Air Arms .22 Prosport Walnut £' 

Air Arms .22 TX200HC Walnut £4 

BSA .22/.177 RIO Walnut also available Left Handed £i 

BSA .22 Scorpion SE Multishot Beech £' 

BSA .22 Lightning XL Tactical £2 

BSA .22 Lightning XL SE £2 

BSA .177 Supersport SE £2 

BSA .22 Hornet Composite stock I 

Gamo .177 Delta Whisper - junior air rifle 5ft lbs i 

Gamo .177 Junior Hunter - junior air rifle 5ft lbs f 

Diana .22 Model 280 Carbine £2 

Walther .177 Century Rifle inc 6x40 Walther P/A scope £2 

SMK .22 QB78DL Bolt Action C02 Rifle £1 

SwissArms .177 P1911 C02 Blow- back pistol £1 

Umarex .177 C96 Mauser C02 Blow-back pistol 1 

Umarex .177 P08 Luger C02 pistol I 

Gletcher .177 P08 Luger C02 Blow-back pistol £1 

Umarex and Gamo Range of Air, C02 and Air Pistols In Stock 


Visit our Website at www.fultonsofbisley.com 

Updated Weekly 


NIL ILLIGITIMUM CARBORUNDUM 

G.T.Shooting 




A 





Stockists of * * 

B.S.A., AIR ARMS, WEIHRAUCH, 

WEBLEY, CROSMAN, COMETA, 

GAMO, UMAREX, BROCOCK, 
FEINWERKBAU, DAYSTATE, 

HATSAN, SKIP, NORICA. 

PLUS SCOPES, GAMO^ 

PELLETS, TARGETS 
& ACCESSORIES UmAREK 


Bisley Camp, Brookwood, Woking, I 53, CWpstead Valley Road, Coulsdon, surrey, CRS 2 RB 

Surrey GU24 ONZ I www.gtshooting.co.uk 

Tel: 01483 473204 Fax: 01483 475011 1 Tel/Fax 020-8660 6843 Maste,cara 

www.fultonsofbisley.com B P 1 j 24 hour answering service) 

Email: gefulton@btconnect.com H open lo.ooam to s.sopm tues-sat • (closed monday) 


You 

• UNIQUE 
CONTENT 

• GUN 
REVIEWS 

• LATEST 
SHOW NEWS 

• EXPERT 
OPINIONS 

• OVER 1 00 _ 

VIDEOS 


GUN MART TV 



^ C <l wm.tgurwntnnn 

; n IWA 2014 - New Blaser Bock Dniling (3 
^ Barrels ini) 


. OVER 3 

million 

^ COMBINED 
VIEWS 



www.gunmart.net 
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The ‘Big Nikko’ in action, 
a popuiar choice. 




& 


1 1 




I n my humble opinion I think that Field 
Target shooting has been around long 
enough for us to have some kind of 
Hall of Fame. Not that I am going to go 
down that route as my memory for names 
is terrible, so any thoughts I have on who 
should be in it would consist of shooters 
whose names I can remember (my own 
and one other), regardless of whether or 
not they are worthy of a place. 

When it comes to equipment however I 
reckon I can come up a few iconic items 
that have shaped, or become synonymous 
with FT. Of course this is just my personal 
opinion, and a very small selection, as to 
what I might put in a museum dedicated to 
this discipline, but it is quite good fun to 
think back and daydream about such 
matters. You could even pass the time on 
those long journeys home from shoots 
arguing about this subject with your 
travelling companions, it has to be better 
than ‘Eye-Spy’. 

SECOND, FIRST THOUGHT 

Oddly enough the first thing to pop into my 
addled mind when I started to think about 


this subject was something that is rarely 
given a second thought once purchased, 
but the role played by my first choice cannot 
be overstated. This humdrum item, well 
the humble scope mount, not just any 
scope mount though, the Sportsmatch 
variety. Their range of mounts is huge, this 
wasn’t always the case but even so it has 
always suited the needs of the FT shooter. 

I might even go as far as to say their 
standard model is a design classic in every 
sense! It combines function and form 
perfectly as all good design should. This is 
proved by the very fact that once fitted in 
between scope and rifle it can be 
completely forgotten about. Sportsmatch 
even manage to keep the price keen too, 
what more could you ask! 

The Sportsmatch scope mount is a 
hard act to follow, but it seems sensible to 
select a scope as my next item. This is a 
tricky one as there are many potential 
contenders. From the early days of FT you 
could select the Tasco 2-7x32 for instance, 
although I feel something with range finding 
capabilities would be more appropriate as it 
plays such a big part in what we do! 


CLASS GLASS 

That could lead in the direction of the 
Premier Reticule boosted Leopold optics 
so popular in the 1990s, but I don’t feel I 
need to keep looking to the past either. 

My iconic scope is the one I suggest any 
newcomer to the Sport of FT should 
seriously consider buying, the ‘Big Nikko’. 
Or to give it it’s proper title. The Nikko 
Stirling Diamond Sportsman 10-50x60. 
This product when it first appeared on the 
FT scene allowed shooters to buy 
something capable of range-finding any 
target and at a very reasonable cost! That 
isn’t to say it didn’t have the odd issue, 
but now in its Mk 3 guise it has many 
fans and has been part of many a winning 
combination. Oddly enough I have never 
used one in competition but I’m not 
letting that stop me making it one of my 
FT icons. 

I perhaps ought to add a gun to my 
list and complete a rifle, scope and mount 
combination. It is well known that I love 
my Air Arms and there are plenty of 
contenders from amongst their current 
range and back catalogue to choose from 
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but I won’t. The obvious choice would be 
the Weihrauch HW77, my first rifle and 
undoubtedly a legend in its own right. I am 
going with something else entirely though 
and returning to Sportsmatch and their 
GC2. A picture of this rifle wouldn’t have 
looked out of place next to a Sam Fox or 
Lamborghini poster in an air rifle loving 
teenage boy’s bedroom. Unfortunately for 
me the GC2 was just as out of reach as 
Sam Fox or the Lambo! 

QUALITY IRON 

I have so far chosen relatively cheap 
products but the GC2 was far from that at 
the time of its launch and even today you 
would think twice about handing over your 
credit card for one. It did perhaps signal 
the way forward for FT rifles in so much as 
it was a no compromise design for which 
indeed many people were willing to pay the 
price as they do now for the current crop of 
super air rifles. I do wonder if I should seek 
out a second hand example of the GC2 as 
it is one of the few designs I haven’t 
owned, but on balance I think I’ll leave it be 
as a teenage dream. 


Moving swiftly on I am going to include 
one more little item before my final choice. 
Butler Creek, flip-up lens caps are simply 
very good at what they do and once again 
they are very cheap. The reason I include 
them here though is because I think they 
are cool and can be seen used by snipers 
on screen in numerous movies, enough 
said. 

Finally probably TFIE’ FT icon, what 
else but the Nockover target? There are 
many imitations on the market but when 
I’m looking through my scope, crosshairs 
lined up on my point of aim, if it is a 
Nockover target in the picture I know that 
a clean hit will take it down. If once I have 
taken my shot the target is still standing 
99.9% of the time it will be because I have 
missed. As a competition shooter I want a 
solid and reliable target, especially as FT 
competitions are so closely fought these 
days. There is nothing worse than leaving 
a target wondering if it has malfunctioned. 
Whether in the shape of a typical airgun 
quarry species or simple round or square 
shape, for me those silhouettes are a 
thing of beauty. 





The latest FT rifle from Air Arms, a future 
icon perhaps? 



Sportsmatch mounts, always useful to have in 
your toy cupboard 



No woodland scene is complete without a few 
Nockovers 



A squirrel in its winter coat, clearly not that 
effective as camouflage! 
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I ’ve had a love and fascination for all 
things airgun for many years now, and it’s 
brought me a great deal of pleasure over 
time. Yet it’s the competitive side that really 
gets me going. The quest for ultimate 
accuracy, and the science that lies behind 
achieving that goal, is for me, the driving 
force that keeps me coming back for more. 

Field Target shooting, and latterly. Hunter 
Field Target, are ultra challenging disciplines 
that demand a level of performance from any 
airgun, if success is to 
be achieved. 


Small kill zones are an increasingly familiar 
site, on target courses up and down the 
country - and hitting them reliably requires 
consistent accuracy from any hardware. 


WINNERS LIST 

I was always told to take a look at the 
results in competition, and see which rifles 
are winning; and it’s true to say that a list of 
usual suspects soon emerges. Of course 
we’re all free to compete with whatever we 
want, given it fits in with the rules. But if you 
want to do well, then the list of hardware 
from which to choose, reduces 
somewhat. All guns are not equal! 

One such manufacturer that 
clearly means business is Impact 
Airguns, and their new range of 
POP’s in particular, are 
beginning to cause quite a stir 
on the competition scene. On 
test here, is arguably their 
flagship model- the Revolution 
GSX600, and it’s a no-compromise 
offering, built to perform at the 


30 SHO 


highest level. Made in England, bar the 
barrel blank, is another plus point - so let’s 
see if it’s worth the asking price. 

TARGET SPEC 

On paper, the features list stacks up nicely, 
but get to handle the GSX600, and first 
impressions are equally favourable. In short, 
it’s very close to how I would design a rifle 
from scratch. An adjustable match stock, 
solidly built POP action, and free floating 
barrel, all come together nicely... and it really 
looks the part tool 

The thumbhole target stock is made by 
Custom Stock in Sheffield, and is very well 
shaped, including a superbly deep thumb 
shelf to the rear of the grip. A thick lacquer 
seals the American walnut, whilst that 
rosewood cap sets off the target grip a treat. 
An adjustable cheek-piece/comb is a great 
feature, but I can’t fail to mention the 
irritatingly sharp edges- to the point where I 
actually caught my hand on the front point! 
Subtle rounding off would be a good step 
here! 






That issue aside, further adjustment 
comes with the Wegu-style adjustable butt 
pad, and with a super concave profile, this is 
no token offering! It really hugs the shoulder 
in the aim, which can only enhance 
performance where it matters. 

SOLID BUILD 

One look at that chunky, over-engineered 
breech block, and this rifle’s heritage is laid 
bare. Theoben’s reputation for solid build, 
and high class finish are carried on in style 
by Impact, and the upgraded bolt handle and 
scalloped breech are an indication that the 
company doesn’t plan on resting on any 
previously accrued laurels. 

Tree floating barrel’, is a term bandied 
around rather freely these days, but the 
GSX600 incorporates a properly floating 
set-up, where no restriction, clamp, or 0-ring 
for that matter, interferes with the tubes’ 
harmonics. In practise, the barrel is thick 
and rigid enough to be self-supporting and 
left to vibrate naturally. At the muzzle. Impact 
fit their latest Air Tech 250 moderator, and 
this beast of a moddy significantly tames the 
muzzle crack, down to a real whisper. A 
secondary function of the silencer is to 
protect the muzzle crown, and since Impact 
hand finish this all-important area on each 
barrel, to an impressively high degree, this is 
an important feature. As a simple threaded 
screw-on fit, maintenance and barrel cleaning 
are easily completed operations too, which 
all adds to the enjoyment and practicality of 
ownership. 

PREPARATION 

As supplied, the Revolution GSX600 comes 
with a 17-shot magazine in .177 calibre 
(12-shot in .22), and it follows the original 
Theoben design. To load the magazine, the 
correct procedure is as follows: twist the lid 
of the cassette anti-clockwise, push home 
the first pellet head first, whilst preventing it 
from dropping out. Then chamber each pellet 
thereafter until the cassette is full. Push 
home the mag, into the hole in the action 
from the left side and lock down the bolt. 

The first shot is now ready and after that it’s 
just a matter of cycling the bolt as required! 

In practise, these mags can be a little fragile, 
but if looked after, they work particularly well. 

Next, the main air cylinder needs to be 
charged, and for this, the neat front valve 
cover is unscrewed and an external air 
supply (be that divers bottle or pump) is 
connected, via the Foster-style adaptor. It’s 
all a neat, slick affair, and with a manometer 
underneath the forend, residual air pressures 
can be monitored when necessary. 

Impact specify the fill pressure with this 
model as 200bar, but I found, despite a 
regulated action of sorts, that some initial 




Bold, robust design is 
a hallmark of Impact 
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► shots were slightly lower powered. After 
charging to a slightly lower pressure of 
isobar, velocity variation was slashed, from 
40 fps over 95-shots, to a highly acceptable 
total spread of 24 fps over 70-shots. Any 
serious shooter worthy of the name will 
conduct their own tests over a chronograph, 
and it’s well worth taking the time to do so. 

HOME ON THE RANGE 

As for the MK4 trigger unit fitted to these 
rifles, further tweaking and finishing happens 
at the factory stage, to ensure that all 
performs as it should. As someone famously 
fussy in this area, all I can say is that I have 
been mightily impressed with the triggers 
fitted, to both this and the GSX200 model I 
tested recently. A nicely shaped blade, 
complete with a flat front profile, and a 
sensitive final release, are big contributory 
factors in results and that’s where we’re 
heading next. 





■ Name 

Impact Revolution GSX200 

■ Type 

PCP 

■ Calibre 

.177 (on test) .22, .20. and .25 
available 

■ Weight 

8lbs approx 

■ Length 

42” 

■ Barrel 

14.5” 

■ Stock 

American Walnut 

■ Trigger 

2-stage match - MK4 unit 

■ Power Source 

180cc main cylinder 

■ Fill Pressure 

200bar specified - 180bar 
recommended with test model 

■ Shot Count 

95 possible, 70 consistent- see below 

■ Velocity 

using AirArms Diabolo pellets: 

From 180bar: High 797fps 

Low 773fps 

Ave 785fps 

Spread 24fps over 

70 shots on test from 
80barfill (40fps over 
95shots from 200bar) 

■ Energy 

11.5ft/lbs average 

■ RRP 

£1320 approx 

Options: Left handed stock £25 extra/ 
left handed action £25 extra 

■ Contact: 

Impact Airguns, 

01353 775353 


On paper, a combination of high quality 
engineering, Lothar Walthar barrel, up- 
market trigger and subtle features overall, 
should produce the goods... and I wasn’t 
disappointed. I’m no fan of magazines, but 
this one does undeniably work well. 

However, Impact Airguns are aware that 
some shooters, especially competition 
minded ones, would prefer to single load 
pellets directly into the barrel. With this in 
mind they have scalloped away around the 
breech area so this is possible. As it 
stands, the operation is just a little fiddly, 
since the clearance isn’t enormous; but 
apparently, the factory are looking into 
modifying this further to give even more 
access. 

Hardware of this calibre needs to be 
pushed to the limit, so my initial accuracy 
testing began at 35 yds, here genuine 
c-t-c groups were the norm, with Air Arms 
Diabolo Field ammo. Moving to 50 yds and 


from a rest, text book, V 2 ” groups were fairly 
easily come by, which says it all. 

ONWARDS & UPWARDS 

Top Hunter Field Target shooter, Richard 
Woods, has recently switched to a Revolution 
GSX600, and with a third place achieved at 
his first outing with the rifle (National 
UKAHF round at Cambridge), and just one 
point off of first place, he made his 
intentions clear! OK; the GSX600 is anything 
but cheap, but it is clearly built to do a job, 
and one of a select band of rifles, capable of 
top class performance. 

As an outfit fast earning a reputation for 
listening and working with shooters in the 
field. Impact Airguns are responding to 
feedback, and producing guns that 
enthusiasts really want. The GSX600 is 
further evidence that this go-ahead company 
are on the right track, and on that basis, they 
deserve to succeed. 
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Available in 
.177, .20 .22 Calibre 
(scope not included) 


X OFFER 

m GERBER 

^ PREMIER 
KNIFE SUPPLIER OF 
IMPACT AIRGUNS 


Working with Gerber 
knives, we are able to 
offer the unique 
opportunity to own a 
Gerber Moment Drop 
Point sheath knife laser 
scribed with “Impact 
Airguns”. Available in 
limited numbers with 
the purchase of the 
New RM 1 00 Gas ram 
air rifle. RRP £39.99. 


RMIOO GAS RAM 
including the unique 
impact Airguns laser 
scribed Gerber Knife 
for just £625 


Features: 

Textured rubber handle 

Folding design 

Glass bead blade finish 

Pommel with lanyard hole 

3.5-inch fine edge blade 

Nylon sheath 

Balanced feel and 

comfortable grip 

Backed by Gerber’s Lifetime 

Warranty. 


HE Gas Ram Systems 
New Recoil Reduction System 
14" LotharWalther barrel 
Air-Tech Sound Moderator 
included 


• Lightweight Design 

• High Grade Walnut stock 

• 2-Stage adjustable trigger 
PRICES FROM £595.00 


Tech Specs: 

Overall Length: 8.5" 
Closed Length: 5.13' 
Blade Length: 3.5" 
Weight: 5.6 oz. 


Steel Type: 
5Crl5MoV 
Handle Material: 
Nylon core with 
rubber overmold 


sales@i m pactai rguns.co.uk i nfo@i m pactai rgu ns.co. u k 

info@selectiveindustries.co.uk 


01353 775353 

www.impactairguns.co.uk www.selectiveindustries.co.uk 

We can repair and service the Old Theoben Air Rifles. 
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I f any of you were following my (very) 
irregular series of articles on beginning 
airgun hunting, you’ll realise that it’s been 
about a year since my last article. This was 
down to school, family, exams, looking for 
work etc, have all played their part in keeping 
me out of the fields and woods. 

Still, this hasn’t necessarily been a bad 
thing, i’ve realised that as your time gets a lot 
more limited, you appreciate what time you do 
get out in the field a lot more. As such, my 
hunting has seen a bit of a shake up. 
Previously, before I became so busy, my 
hunting was, to be honest, a bit slap dash. Yes, 
I was wearing camo, sometimes improvising 
hides and i had a rough idea of where 
particular species were on my permission, 
which consists of a tiny wooded valley, some 
fields and a couple of acres of woodland. 


BEST USE 

But with my time for hunting so severely 
limited i decided that this wasn’t enough, i 
needed to do something to make it more 
productive. So i made a few changes. Firstly, 
I’ve mapped my permission. This is something 
that all the professionals seem to do and from 
my experience all beginners should too. When 
I first got my permission, like many starting 
out, i was very keen to just get out shooting. 
The land owner showed me around and gave a 
couple of hints as to where he saw particular 
animals - such as a huge number of squirrels 
around a chicken coop. But that was about as 
far as i’d taken the concept of 'mapping’. 

However, i’ve recently taken the step of 
sketching out the terrain on a couple of sheets 
of A4 and then wandering about, mapping 
features like warrens, dreys, nests, where i see 


certain species and mapping all this with felt 
tip dots. The results have been surprising! On 
closer inspection, areas that i’d assumed were 
pretty empty of game turned out to harbour 
sizable rabbit and squirrel populations and 
fields that I’d always thought of as rabbit-only 
turned out to be home to far more pigeons (in 
the trees at the edge of the fields). Knowing 
all this means that i can adjust my tactics and 
approach for a certain area and in theory this 
should lead to bigger game bags. 

GEHING TECHNICAL 

As my low tech pen and paper mapping has 
been so useful I might investigate the BASC’s 
Green Shoots app, which allows you to keep 
an electronic register on what species you see 
where on your permission, as well as 
reminding you of your boundaries are. What’s 
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New airgunner Joe Punshon is back after a long 
absence to show us what else he has learned 




Make use of 
available cover 
and support 







more, any species that you shoot or see, and 
subsequently register on the app, is logged 
in the BASC database so that they can use it 
to build up a species map to aid them in 
their conservation work - and helping out 
with conservation work is something that all 
hunters should have a go at. That being said, 
if like me you’re a fairly low tech kind of 
person, then pen and paper mapping might 
be your best bet. I can barely turn a 
computer or smart phone on, let alone run 
an electronic mapping app! 

I’ve also swapped my .22 for a .177. 
Whilst out on a hunt last November, I was 
trying to climb up a bank where (thanks to 
my mapping); I knew a sizable drey was 
located. The climb didn’t go to plan however 
and I ended up taking a pretty impressive 
fall. Once I’d dusted myself of and checked 
all my limbs were still in the right place I 
realized that my gun was lying a couple of 
metres away, looking dirty, but otherwise 
unharmed. However, when I looked through 
the scope it was another story. The mounts 
had held it in place, but somehow the cross 
hairs were on an angle, the turrets had been 
dented and the lenses were scuffed. Not 
being able to afford a new one, I did what all 
teenagers are good at and borrowed off my 
parents, in this case my dad. His air rifle of 
choice is a Browning Phoenix Elite and so 
with the aid of a cup of tea and some 
promises of extra housework, I convinced 
him to lend it me on my next hunt. 

177 BEHER 

A couple of warm up shots to check it 
was zeroed and I was hooked. For a beginner 
like me, the flat trajectory of the .177 is a 
real bonus. Learning how to compensate for 
the more curved ballistics of a .22 takes 
some skill, and to be honest when you 
start shooting you can do without that 
sort of hassle! As I was zeroing, I actually 
began to wonder how many shots I’d missed 
in the field due to badly compensating 
for my .22? My new found love of the .177 
was cemented by a cleanly killed rabbit 
at 30 yards - it was a shot that I’m not sure 



With more suitable clothing and a dash of camo 
my game is improving all the time 



A map or range card is a very useful item that will 



Know your ground and what it can offer in terms 
of both quarry and terrain 


that I could have made with my .22 for the 
above reasons. 

The last recommendation that I’d make 
for beginners is to investigate the company 
Pellet Perfect. 

When I first got my air rifle, I simply 
zeroed it with the pellets that it came with 
and left it at that. But realizing how accurate 
I could be with my dad’s .177 I thought that 
it was worth wringing every ounce of 
accuracy out it I could by testing it with a 
variety of pellets. This is where Pellet Perfect 
comes in. For those of you who haven’t come 
across Pellet Perfect they sell small 
quantities of pellets (between 5 and 20) at 
around £1 a pop. 

COST EFFECTIVE TESTING 

The low price means that you don’t have that 
you don’t have the expense of having to buy 
whole tins that you only use 10 or so of 
before realizing that they don’t group 
accurately enough. Instead for the price of a 
tin you can test four or five different brands. 

I personally found that Crossman Premier 
Domes shot best in the Browning, producing 
tight, 3-shot groups at 20 yards. 


pay dividends 

I suppose the key question for all of this 
is has it improved my performance in the 
field? To be honest, the answer is not 
enormously. But, as every hunter knows, the 
amount of game taken is one of the least 
important parts. Respect for your quarry 
(even when it’s considered vermin), improving 
your skills and understanding and respecting 
the ecosystem you are in are all far more 
important. However, even knowing this I was 
a bit annoyed. I’d put loads of effort into 
mapping, zeroing and generally improving my 
hunting skills - and yet there was no big 
improvement in the amount of game I was 
getting. 

THE PENNY DROPS 

Then I realized something important. 

Although my quarry bags had not got 
significantly larger, my enjoyment had 
increased enormously since I’d started 
making the changes and that’s got to 
be the most important thing. I’ve recently 
applied for a shotgun licence and I’ve got 
another round of exams coming up, so my 
airgun hunting will probably go on hold for 
quite a while. 

Still, as they seem to say on all the 
reality TV shows, it’s been an ‘incredible 
journey’ and I’ve really enjoyed my first year 
and a half of hunting! If you don’t already 
hunt with an airgun I’d certainly recommend 
getting out and having a go at it. Whether 
you’re new to shooting or a have been at it 
for years, try and get yourself out in the field 
with an air rifle. It will challenge you, frustrate 
you and you’ll probably come home empty 
handed fairly often. But it’s brilliant fun and 
you’ll come out of it a better hunter. 

Contacts; Po we Pel I pellets - Napier of 
London 01235 812993, www.napieruk.com 
Pellet Perfect, (Tim) 07794170306 
WWW. pe 1 1 et pe rf ect . CO . u k 
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FPCUS 


Mark Camoccio looks at another 
variation of the Skan multi-shot PCP 


R32 


nt 



The R32’s stock comes in three separate 
sections, made from walnut, whilst an M32 
variation was also available, fitted with black 
rubber in place of the wood; for an altogether 
more ‘tactical’ look. Skan offered this model 
in either stainless steel anodised or blacked 
as per the example here. 

This particular example (showing no 
visible serial number incidentally) comes in 
its own case, which apparently was offered 
as an optional extra at the time. Lothar 
Walther barrels were used, and an accessory 
rail just under the muzzle means a bipod, 
laser or lamping device can also be utilized. 


ACTION STATIONS 

Power is derived from a buddy 
bottle, which can be either 
charged in situ, or removed 
before charging to the 
prescribed 200bar. A 


Detail of magazine! 


large 32-shot magazine is all part of the 
attraction with this model, and this takes the 
form of a double layered circular drum (2x 
16-shots) which looks quite impressive in 
itself. Removing the magazine to fill the 
chambers, is a wonderfully awkward process, 
‘requiring the pistol grip to be pulled fully 
rearwards, then back slightly, whilst placing 
the white end of the pellet loading tool 
between the front of the slide plate and its 
recess. The pawl then needs to be pulled 
gently clear of the magazine, and the mag 
removed. Phew! In practise, it’s a lot easier 
than it sounds, and it does all function rather 
well. 

With the mag fully primed, and locked 
back into the action, the fun can start. 
Subsequent cycling of the action is 
achieved by pulling back the pistol 
grip, then pushing it forwards again, 
and it really is great fun! 

Production of the R32 in its 
various guises, ran until 2010, and if 
you wish to invest in a much sought 
^ after piece of airgun design, this one’s 
currently on offer for £750, including a 
spare magazine, compact Simmons scope, 
and the case as seen. 


The Speedster breaks down into a carry case (Inset) Detail of the double stack drum magazine, which 
holds 32-shots in piggyback system 


S kan are best known for their range of 
electronic chronographs (or 
chronoscopes for the pedants among 
us), but their highly innovative air rifle 
designs have also generated plenty of 
interest in their time. Highlighted here, is one 
of their typically unorthodox creations; in the 
shape of the Speedster Mini R32 MKII, and 
it really is a mini marvel; if a little ‘Heath 
Robinson’! 


MILITARISTIC 

Designed by Mike Childs, and first introduced 
in 1998, the Speedster R32 is a multi-shot 
pre-charged pneumatic, offering a fast-fire 
action; and whilst styling doesn’t follow any 
model in particular, there are distinctive 
militaristic overtones. Features are 
admittedly a little fiddly and eccentric, but 
that’s all part of the undoubted appeal of 
these guns. 


Many thanks go to Andrew, CJ, and Craig 
at MGR Guns, and for further details on 
this and other guns in stock, see their 
website at www.mgrguns.co.uk . 

MGR Guns, 1, Witham ROAD, Woodhall 
Spa, Lines., LNIO 6RW, 01526 351750 
Opening hours are Mon, Tues, Fri and 
Sat- open 9-5, Thur late9-7, closed Wed 
and Sun. 
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... a choice of rifles 
and accessories that will 
make the perfect 
Christmas gift. 
Discover more at 

www.air-arms.co.uk 


jf You and Air Arms 
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Air Arms, Unit 5/6 Hailsham Industrial Park, Diplocks Way, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 3JF, www.air-arms.co.uk Products 
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Mark Camoccio believes 
the hype as he tests the 
latest Remington 
break-barrel springer 


I ’d heard rumblings about this rifle some 
while back, and the word on the street 
was certainly favourable, but there’s 
nothing like a hands-on experience to 
properly assess the goods. When a big name 
in the shooting world like Remington, put 
their name to a product, you would expect 
something a bit striking, and I’m pleased to 
say, that’s exactly what we have with their 
new break-barrel, spring-powered model. 

The name ‘Express’ comes from the fact 
that this rifle is released in the States, 
capable of producing in excess of 1000 fps 
with certain ammunition. Of course, any 
model sold in the UK, via distributor, 
Sportsmarketing (SMK), has to comply with 
the 12ft/lbs legal limit, so it’s de-tuned 
accordingly! 

DRESSED TO IMPRESS 

These guns get minimal packaging in transit, 
so I wasn’t expecting too much on seeing 
the fairly slim-line, simple carton arriving at 
my door. It’s difficult not to be impressed, 
however, on seeing this gun at close 
quarters; and when you consider that a 
scope is also inside the box, all included in 
that astonishingly low retail price of 
£159.95, first impressions are certainly 
favourable. I was further intrigued simply 
because I’d heard those rumours as 
mentioned, that it was a fine gun for the 
money. 

OK; the scope (and mounts) included is 
a fairly basic 4x32 spec, but it gives any 
prospective enthusiast a taster of using a 
telescopic sight. That said, the quality of this 



model really does warrant better optics; so I 
can’t see any serious shooter sticking with 
the freebies for long. 


SMALL BUT PERFECTLY FORMED 

Curiously, the Express is only available in 
.177, but with full power output, and a host 
of features, it looks set to win an army of 
fans. Take a look at that woodwork for a 
start! Apparently figured from beech, the 
straight line styling and striking grain and 
colouring, all add to the appeal. The super 
sleek forend includes that subtle palm-filling 
tip, which is extremely comfortable in the 
aim. 

Ambidextrous configuration includes 
generous panels of deep cut chequering, 
both on the forend and pistol grip. The 
diamonds created by the design are 
particularly well defined, and an excellent 
grip is the result. In fact I’d go as far as to 


say this is some of the best ‘laser-cut’ 
chequering to adorn an airgun in some while. 

STRETCH 

One point to note though, and a possible 
stumbling block, for shooters of smaller 
build, concerns that pistol grip, which 
happens to be raked well back. Reaching the 
trigger comfortably, may be a little awkward 
for some as a result, so try and handle this 
one before splashing out. 

The lack of a pronounced cheek piece is 
surprising, although to be fair, height for 
correct scope alignment didn’t seem to be 
an issue. That super hard rubber butt pad is 
however; beautifully applied and finished. 

As for all the metalwork, the quality of 
the rich chemical bluing is testament to the 
fact that Far Eastern production methods 
(utilized by Remington for this Express 
model) are making huge advances. In short, 
the finish here is the best I’ve seen yet, 
rivalling European-made models; which just 
about says it all. 

At a little over 45” in length, the 
Remington Express is an adult gun for sure, 
yet weight is cleverly kept to a fairly modest 
7.4lbs. Open sights come as standard, and 
they feature the modern fibre optics, giving a 
bright seemingly illuminated sight picture, 
comprising a green rear notch, and a red dot 


□ FOR 

Well built and shootable 
Scope and mounts 
included 


□AGAINST 

Not a lot 


□VERDICT 

More than the 
sum of its parts 
Great value for money 
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■ Name 

Remington Express 

■ Type 

Break barrel sporter 

■ Power Source 

Spring piston 

■ Calibre 

177 only available 

■ Weight 

7.4lbs 

■ Length 

45.25inches 

■ Barrel 

18.75 

■ Stock 

Ambidextrous beech sporter 

■ Trigger 

2-stage adiustable 

■ Velocity 

using Air Arms Diabolo / Daystate Rangemaster pellets: 

High 799fps High 829fps 

Low 785 Low 812 

Ave 795 Ave 820 

Spread 14fps Spread 17fps 

(10-shot strings) 

■ Energy 

11.8 ft/lbs 11.8 ft/lbs 

■ RRP 

£159.95 including 4x32 scope and mounts. 

■ Contact 

Sportsmarketing, 01206 795333 


w 

. 


foresight. These are fine in use, with twin 
spring-loaded adjuster wheels for windage 
and elevation; yet with an all plastic 
construction, care needs to be taken to look 
after the slightly fragile mechanism. 

SLICK DESIGN 

Where spring-powered guns are concerned, 
the effort taken to cock the action is of 
course partly dependent on the length of the 
barrel. A longer tube simply means greater 
leverage, making it easier to force the piston 
backwards to compress the mainspring. This 
is partly the reason why I’ve never been a 
great fan of the obsessional tide for 
everything ‘carbine’. Lock-time may well be 
fractionally quicker with a shorter barrel, but 
theory goes to pot once balance is disturbed, 
and initial cocking effort is significantly 
increased. 

Back to the Express, and with a rifled 
tube some 18.75” up front, you would 
expect the cocking action to be reasonably 
comfortable. What you don’t expect is just 
how easy that operation actually is, and the 
near sensation of a tuned special! 


A basic 4x32 scope 
comes supplied in 
the box, nothing 
amazing but it will 
get you going 


Remington have clearly taken care to include 
recoil absorbing features into the design, 
and a nylon spring guide and correct 
lubrication are all part of the deal. Several 
other manufacturers really should take note, 
since the feel and performance of the 
Express, far outweighs anything expected in 
this price bracket. 

Plaudits don’t stop there either! The 
breech lock-up is super smooth; chambering 
a pellet is easy, due to the chamfer at the 
breech, and the automatic safety catch is yet 
another clever piece of design. It features a 
Weihrauch-style, push button release, but the 
clever bit comes with the fact that it can be 
reset by pulling back the small lever. 

ON THE RANGE 

With such a surprisingly slick feel to the 
action, I was eager to see just what this 
Remington was capable of down range. First 
up, the chrono check beckoned, and with 
average kinetic energy of 11. 8ft/ lbs 
recording on the monitor, with both Air Arms 
Diabolo Field, and Daystate Rangemaster 
pellets, and 10-shot total spreads of 14 and 



Neat design comes with that iever-reset safety bar A soiid iockup at the breech is aii part of the design 


17fps respectively, near text 
book results were an encouraging 
start to the proceedings. 

At this point, I couldn’t help but note 
another impressive feature of this rifle - 
namely the trigger. The sub £160 price 
bracket wouldn’t normally throw up much to 
speak of in this department, yet the 
Remington has a surprise in store at every 
turn. The broad blade is spot-on for a gun of 
this type, and whilst there is some creep, the 
mechanism releases after only a modest pull 
weight. Further fine adjustment (a skill that 
sadly eludes me) will I’m sure have a big 
effect, yet considering the Remington’s 
asking price, the subtlety of the design is 
excellent. 

And so to performance. An incredibly 
muted muzzle report, almost no spring 
resonance, and a satisfyingly snappy action 
as the shot releases, was a huge surprise as 
mentioned, but superb accuracy (genuine 
groups c-t-c) when I did my part, shot from 
the over-arm FT stance over 30 yds, was the 
icing on the cake. 

CONCLUSION 

In short then, the Remington Express would 
make a great hunting rifle, or beginners gun 
assuming that reach to trigger, and overall 
dimensions suited. In my book, it cant fail to 
impress... at any price. Take another look at 
that RRP tag though, and I reckon it has to 
be considered one of the all time bargains of 
the year! 
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[ AIRGUN PRODUCT ] 


PREMIER PLUS 

SHOOTING 

GLASSES 

Prices from 

£ 29.95 

CONTACT: 
Rangesports, 
01202 854634 
www.rangesports.com 


Safe & Seen 

Mark Camoccio looks at some essential safety equipment that some 
shooters might not consider 



P rotecting ones eyes should 
never be taken lightly and 
certain scenarios dictate the 
use of protective eye wear. C02 
airguns for example; many shooters 
are regularly using this medium and 
with BB’s often the ammunition of 
choice, ricochets are common. Being 
asked to lend a hand at a recent 
indoor pistol promotional event for 
scouts, found me reaching for safety 
glasses, and in these close range 
situations, it is very difficult to 
eliminate ricochets altogether. 

PREMIER AT RANGESPORTS 

Rangesports are well known for their 
ever increasing selection of shooting 
accessories and eye protection is 
something they haven’t overlooked. In 
the spotlight here are the Premier Plus 
Shooting Glasses, which are the real 
McCoy for those who take safety 
seriously. 

The Premier Plus specification 
includes the main frames, five 
different coloured lenses, wide nose 
grips, and an additional prescription 
lens holder. They come supplied in a 
zipper case with individual soft slips 
for each lens, as well as a belt clip to 
keep everything to hand. 

For the indecisive, the choice of 
five different coloured lenses could be 
tricky, me I just wanted as clear as 
possible - to allow for a full view, with 
no dimming of the subject. As well as 
chronograph duties, my glasses will 
also double for protection against high 
speed insects on bike rides, so this is 
a nice feature, where the brightness of 
a fine day doesn’t want to be lost. 


IMPACT RESISTANT 

Lenses are constructed from 
impact-resistant, 2mm, optical grade, 
lightweight polycarbonate. They’re 
specified as UV400, offering 
maximum protection against UV rays. 
The five colours: red, yellow, blue, 
black, and clear, were chosen to 
enhance contrast in various 
conditions. Rangesports said their 
dealings with several Olympic grade 
shooters has revealed that personal 
taste plays a big part; with the full 
range of colours finding favour. 

Changing the lenses is simple 
and whilst I was initially confused, in 
the absence of any guidance notes, 
a careful pull in the centre, along 
with a twisting motion soon releases 
them from the frame. A wide rubber 
nose grip (anti-allergenic temple 
fitting), contoured to provide a 
comfortable, shake-free fit, is all part 


of the design, which also helps to 
avoid the stress that can cause 
headaches, according to the 
manufacturers. Stability is ensured, 
when following fast moving targets, 
when clay shooting for example. 

As for those neat additional 
prescription lens frames, the idea is 
that if and when required, an 
optician can fit lenses of your 
choice. This assembly then sits 
behind the main frame. 

SAFETY FIRST 

So there we have it- quite the best 
shooting specs that I’ve 
encountered and well designed, for 
serious work. A microfibre cleaning 
cloth is supplied and overall, the 
Premier Plus Shooting Glasses 
certainly get my thumbs up. In fact 
I’ve even put my money where my 
mouth is on this one! 


□ FOR 

Well priced 
and effective 

□AGAINST 

Not a lot 

□VERDICT 

If you take your 
shooting seriously 
get safety glasses 
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THE ORIGINAL 


' f HUshpoweR ^ f' 

® MAIN ROAD, WESTERHAM HILL, KENT, TN 16 2HN % 

TEL:01959 573089 FAX:01959 575590 EMAIL:HUSHP0WER@BTINTERNET.C0M 


PRRDUI UK DISTRIBUTER - OVER 15 PARDLIS MODELS AVAILABLE 


RELIABLE TURKISH SEMI AUTOS &. O/U’S 
COMPLETE WITH FULL SET OF CHOKB 
EXCELLENT VALUE FROM:^W5 


12G SEMI AUTO AS 28” - WOODi CAS OPERATED "^1 
I2G QAi MA: IOMM 30 INCH RIB 
I2G OAJ M/C 8MM 28 INCH RIB ^ 

I2G SEMI AUTO SL 28” ^ SYNTH , GAS OPERATED 2 PISTONS i €0| 
12G SEMI AUTO XL 28” - WOOD, NEW GAS SYSTEM L440 
12G SEMI AUTO HX 28” - WOOD, KINETIC/INERTIA i^Aml 


HUSHPOWER MANUFACTURER. - OVER. 8 HUSHPOWER. MODELS AVAILABLE 


HUSHPOWER INVESTARM 
20G OVER & UNDER WOOD STOCK 
1/2 & 3/4 CHOKES FROM £830 


UK DISTRIBUTER. - OVER 25 MOSSBERG MODELS AVAILABLE 


MOSSBERG .223 MVP 
VARMINT RIFLE 5.56 NATO 

FROM £640 


ON SITE GUNSMITH AND WORKSHOE SHOTGUN REPAIRS AND 
ALTERATIONS. RIFLE REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS ASWELL AS AIRGUN 
SERVICING AND REPAIRS. PCP AIR RIFLES FILLED. DIVING BOTTLES 
SOLD. SHOTGUNS. SIDE BY SIDE. PUMP ACTION. OVER & UNDER. 
SEMLAUTO. FIREARMS AVAILABLE IN A VARIETY OF CALIBRFS. WIDE 
SELECTION OF GAME/CLAY CARTRIDGES. CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES 


SS01.15/21/r 






I 





H-STYLE BIPOD 

Aim Sports as well as producing 1- 
optics also offer a bipod. Called the 
H-Style, spring tension bipod it’s 
made from aluminium and high 
carbon steel with a black hard 
anodised finish it’s a cost effective 
design! It comes with an adaptor 
that allows mounting to either 
directly a Weaver/Picatinny rail or 
standard, QD sling swivel stud. 
Featuring telescopic legs, it offers a 
lot of adjustment. Weighing in at 
lib it’s worth a look! 

Contact; Viking Arms Ltd, 

01423 780810 (nearest dealer) 


Bushcraft/ Hunter 


Carry All 

Napier’s ‘Razorback’ range bag 
holds all your shooting gear. Its 
LAMTEC’ outer shell is bonded to a 
waterproof membrane, high density 
10mm foam padding, EVA TOUGH 
SHELL and a soft ‘Syn-fleece’ 
lining. ARMOUR FLEX panels 
provide protection and comfortable 
non-slip rot proof shoulder straps 
and GRIP LOCK handles. A 
‘Weather Seal Guard’ protects zips 
and seals the enclosure when 
closed. It measures 12 x 9 x 10”, 
externally there’s two 7x7X2” 
zippered side pockets. Inside 
there’s a divider that can be 
positioned by Velcro straps. 
Contact; Napier of London 
01235 812993, 
www.napieruk.com 


Price; £109.95 
Spare magazines £29.95 
Contcat Sports Marketing Ltd, 
01206 795333 (for nearest dealer) 


f/O! 


Custom plugs 

Auritech offers Universal Fit Hearing Protectors with a special ceramic 
filter allowing normal speech yet protection against gun shots and have 
now added a cost-effective custom moulded option. You have to get your ear 
moulded, which they do at game fairs etc. Once done they are sent to their 
laboratory and turned into your very own custom fit plugs complete with the 
aforementioned ceramic filter system. They come with a carry case and cleaning tool and 
are colour-coded left and right. Light and effective they will not break the bank and do the job. 
Contact; Auritech, 01483 516434, www.auritech.co.uk 


Micro Marvel 

Spyderco’s Dog Tag Folder 
(C188ALTI) takes its 
inspiration from the US 
military ID disc. Its single- 
sided handle is titanium and 
uses a ball and integral, bar, 
slip lock (non-locking) for its 
1.23”, CPM S30V steel, 
sheep’s foot blade complete with opening hole. At the top of 
the handle is an aluminium strap that defines blade travel and 
provides protection from the edge when closed. It weighs 0.9oz 
and can be worn around the neck as there’s a hole for a chain. 
Despite its size it’s a fully functioning micro knife! Colours black 
and green/blue. 


This bushcrafter offers three options - Large Bushcraft/Hunter, Medium 
and Junior Bushcraft. Made from 01 tool steel at 56 Rockwell with 
scandi grind, it has full tang construction with a choice of riveted, wood 
or stag handles and a lifetime guarantee! The Hunter (shown) is a drop 
point with a 5.5” blade and 10” overall. The edge is marginally hollow 
ground with a deep riccaso at the rear that effectively acts as a finger 
stop. Fit and finish is good and it comes with a basic leather sheath 
with fire steel loop. 


1911 A1 

Remington’s 1911 
RAC C02 is a BB-gun 
and an exact replica 
of the Colt 1911 A1 
45 semi-auto pistol. 

The build is aluminium 
alloy, with a 
phosphate finish and brown, chequered, 
plastic grips. Controls look and function like 
the original. Feed is from an 18-shot 
magazine that holds the C02 bulb. You 
can expect 30 + full power shots. Sights are a 
fixed blade and windage adjustable U-notch 
and it’s the accurate up to 10m. Overall a 
pleasing and exact replica of an icon design. 


Prices; Stag handle £229, Rosewood £173 
Contact; Gary Wines Knives, 07743 936952 
www.winesknives.co.uk 


Contact; Edgar Brothers Ltd, 01615 613177 
www.spyderco.com 











Smooth Operators 

Snugpak’s Merino Wool Socks 
are not only soft, warm and 
comfortable thanks to the 
in-turned welt and extra padded 
sole, but durable too! The 
reinforced Achilles cushioning 
in strong polyamide makes 
them the ideal choice for 
outdoor activities and the 
outstanding ventilation they 
provide helps keep feet dry and 
comfortable. They have gentle 
grip sections which support the 
feet and make sure they stay in 
place and the fine toe seam 
reduces the risk of blisters. 

The super fine Merino wool is 
blended with polypropylene and 
Lycra® Elastane to provide a 
relaxed, comfortable fit. 
Contact; Snugpak, 

01535 654479 
www.snugpak.com 


Gorilla 

We shooters love to take 
photographs and some form of 
support can only improve the 
picture. Light, portable and 
versatile are the Gorilla Pod 
Tripods from Joby. Leg sections 
are made up of individual 
swivelling joints so not only can 
is be used as a tripod they can 
also be wrapped around things likes tree limbs for a support. The 
head offers a camera thread adaptor stud, with QD plate complete 
with spirit level bubble and can swivel and angle through 360°. A 
number of models and options are available including a mobile 
phone adaptor. They can easily mount a video camera or even a 
small spotting scope or monocular. They are available from most 
photographic outlets. 

Contact; www.joby.com/gorillapod 


Spring-loaded 


Not being able to find an item in your pockets, or worse putting something essential down and 
loosing it is a pain! Well no more as Maxpediton’s Tactical Gear Retractor is on hand. It’s about the 
size of a pocket watch and the tough casing houses a 
spring retractable, 48” length of Kevlar cord with a QD 
steel loop at the end. At the other is a QD shackle to 
attach the keeper to your gear or clothing, plus a cable 
lock. In use the mechanism exerts lOoz of force 
so could be used for items like small 
binos or rangefinders. 

Contact: Heinnie Haynes, 

033 0300 0400, www.heinnie.com 


i of force 


Gun-mounted 

iON camera’s CamoCAM™ is designed for gun/scope mounting to provide a compact video 
camera and is Realtree, camo-covered. Compact, it includes a fixing clamp for either barrel 
or scope and uses a 14-megapixel sensor delivering superior image quality while capturing 
up to 60 frames per second HD video. One-touch-recording allows fast and silent activation. 
A 180° lens provides a wide field of view, and 
long-life battery - up to 2.5 hours recording time. 

There’s also an additional Wi-Fi PODZ™ accessory 
that allows users to upload videos to social 
sites via iON’s iOS or Android apps for 
smart phones and tablets. 

Contact; www.ioncamera.com 


Winter Warmers 

The Grub’s neoprene range boasts 
more than 23 different boots for 
riding, shooting, fishing, farming, dog 
walking etc. Comfortable and 
self-insulating with thermal properties, 
the neoprene upper is soft which adds 
to the comfort and their 100% stretch 
ensures a fit for most calves. Models 
offer different levels of insulation 
including the addition of a Highloft 
fleece lining so that they can perform 

at varying temperatures. There’re a number of different soles to ensure grip and traction across a 
variety of surfaces. The removable foot bed also adds comfort and thermal protection! 


Muddy Girl 

Aimed at female and younger shooters Hatsan’s Escort Magnum 
Muddy Girl semi-auto shotgun is distinctive! This 20-bore uses 
a smaller chassis commensurate with its calibre and has a 26” 
barrel as standard. It includes multi-chokes and butt spacers 
to adjust COL It features the usual controls plus a magazine 
cut-off, useful for changing loads without having to unload! What 
makes it stand out is the Muddy Girl camo pattern, which is 
different. In use it gives little away in handling or effectiveness 
to a larger 12-bore and is easy use with pleasent recoil. At under 
£500 it’s a bargain! 

Contact; Edgar Brothers Ltd: 01625 613177 (for nearest dealer) 


Contact; Grubs, 01279 418052, www.work-lite.com 




Introducing the NEW 
^Qwman Multi-Clay 



• Throws standards , m idis or I 
minis in any combination from^ 
the same carousel 

• Inserts quickly interchangeable 

• No setting Required 

• Uses knife splitter 
roller system to 
separate clays 

• Availahfe In 6 * 

or B Stack 

• Comes complete 
with Tilt Base 

• Comes with 2 

inserts of choice g 


It throws whatever 
you throw at it! 


BCTWMAN 


THE SPECIALISTS IN CLAY PIGEON TRAPS 


e sales@bowmantraps.co.uk w bowmantraps.co.uk 

call 01777 870243 

W J Bowman (1984) Ltd^ High Street, 

East Markham, Newark, Notts, NG22 ORE 





^Hr^odkl & sjpcMst detall«.Hi& wJW^ <^uk ^or sales and dtstrlBOiion caff TKC Sales (01 380^872950 


HanOcr^ted in Goonany the l^unter GTX Evo Extreme Is the ultimate field boot. 
Providing eiaiillun t ankle ^ppoft for, climbing steap hlKaides and traversing 
rugged terrain GOR£-TEX(S> waterproof lining keeps feet warm and dry. 

LOWA's classic huntt^ieid boots aresnade for on- and off-tralt use with 
heavy packs for extended trips in the country side HandcraM oonstructkxi. 
the taest teathers^Ylbram oulsoles. and SPS (Supination, donation. Support) 
midsole technology, are just some ol the reasons why LOWA is the boot of 
choiceiar rugged off-trail adventure, hunting, shooting and game keeping. 


2.5mm water-repellent Nubuck leather 
GORE-TEX f'’ waterproof lining with Primaloft insulation 
■C4’ Comfort Tongue 
High rubber rand for durability and protection 
Climate Control System 
Lowa l-Lock guarantees perfect lacing comfort 
Vibram'S 'Masai' sole unit with specialised PU midsole 
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When it comes to 
^ choosing a 

pre-charged 
sporter why look 
>- elsewhere! 

Beautifully designed 
and engineered, 
the HW100 is 
beyond compare 

Quick Fill facility - standard on all models 
New improved stock design - choice of: 
Walnut Sporting Stock - right hand only 
Walnut Thumbhole Stock 


y/Bumnuat 


ambidextrous 
High Efficiency Silencer - standard on all models 
Fast-fire Side Lever Action - with two 14-shot magazines 

Power - 11.5 ft. lbs. 


Quite simply 

GERMANY'S FINEST 


Precision 2-stagc 
adjustable trigger 


Complete witli two 
magazines and two 
charging options 


t 




HULL CARTRIDGE COMPANY LTD., 
LWJII BONTOrr AVENUE, NATIONAL 
AVENUE, HULL HUS 4HZ 

I Scopes and mounts shown are at extra cost 

www.hullcartridge.co.uk 


Model 

Calibre 

Barrel length 

\IVis>igM 

HW100KT QF 

.177/22 

aiOmm 

3.4 kg 

HW100T QF 

.177/. 22 

410mm 

S.Bkg 

HW100KS QF 

.177/22 

310mm 

3.4kg 

HW100SQF 

.177/. 22 

41Qmm 

3.Bkg 


SS11.14/59/r 






A small selection of Enlan’s range of 
folders, build quality^ design and 
materials are good and the prices amazing! 


Pete Moore looks at the range of Enlan folders and is blown away by the quality, ability 
and most of all price 


C hinese-made knives, in the old days 
were very easy to spot and usually a 
case of once tried always avoided! 
Being poorly made and generally incapable of 
holding an edge for more than 5 minutes! 

They looked OK-ish, which was about as far 
as it went, but these days their blade industry 
is a whole different thing! So if Spyderco are 
happy for selected companies from the PRC 
to make some of their products and the whole 
of their Byrd range then it’s safe to assume 


that they can now produce cutlery worth 
serious consideration, 

NOTHING OVER £18 

Blades & Bows import a Chinese brand called 
Enlan and sent me 17 examples of their craft 
and with nothing over £18 I thought oh no 
more cheap crap from the Far East! Well I was 
very wrong indeed and had to take a mental 
check pace and get my head right before I 
continued as theyYe a serious eye opener! All 


are locking folders and the blades are made 
from ScrlSMov steel hardened to HRC 58-60, 
Given the aforementioned maximum price 
point some models show GIO^ rosewood and 
micarta handles as standard. I doubt if £18 
would cover the cost of those materials on 
Western made products either? 

With 17 models and just two pages I am 
not going to do every single one, so will 
cherry pick across the range as some are 
quite similar, with others being unique. 


% 


First up the EL'19A Rescue, it has a 7*9cm sheep’s foot blade 
with opening slot and is linenlocked. The black GIO scales are 
well textured and the top of the frame and rear of the spine are 
jimped for extra purchase. At the base of the openlopped frame 
is a hardened steel glass-breaker, with a seat belt cutter hook and 
screwdriver/ bottle opener swinging out from the top, A stainless 
clothing clip completes the layout and all that for £16.99, 
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The IVI017S is a rather striking looking, hi-tech design with a 
stainless steel frame with green, GIO inserts, 6,6cm, hollow 
ground drop point blade end a liner lock. Opening is by 
ambidextrous thumb studs and at the rear is a small lanyard 
hole. The build is robust and is 8,9cms closed and 15.9cm open, 
all thatfor just £6.49. 



The MOll is a more classic design with wooden scales on a light 
stainless frame. The modified drop point blade is short at T.lcms 
and it folds to a compact 9.4cms. Locking is by a liner and there’s 
a single thumb stud on the left of the blade. With a clothing clip it’s 
more a gentleman’s folder; cost well £6.49. 


Ridiculously good looking is the EL-04MCT With its 
green/black Micarta scales on a stainless frame you 
might think that £50 would be a fair price. The 8.5cm 
blade is a drop point and shows twin, ambidextrous 
thumb studs for one-handed operation. Locking is by a 
pull-back, axis lock that pushes a bar behind an 
angled shelf to the rear of the pivot point. With a 
clothing clip and 20cms open and 11.5cm closed this 
is a solid and elegant design at £14.99. 




Big and tough is the EL-03A. With a 
skeletonised stainless frame and black GIO 
scales it’s a decent handful for hard work. 
The big drop point blade shows some 
serious jimping on the spine and 
ambidextrous thumb studs for easy opening. 
Locking is by a large liner and there’s also a 
big clothing clip along with an integral lanyard 
hole. A lot of knife for the money at £14.99! 


The EL-01 is a flipper-type with a raised lug that sits above the grip 
that allows you to swing the blade open by rolling it back with your 
index finger. When deployed it acts as a half hilt or finger stop. The 
lOcmn blade is a more spear point style and locking is by a liner. The 
open-topped frame is jimped front and rear, there’s a lanyard hole and 
clothing clip and the scales are rose wood. Another good looking and 
effective design at just £14.99 



SECOND THOUGHTS 


I love Tantos so the LOl-1 caught my attention. With a combined 
Tanto/drop point, 8.7cm blade locking is by a liner and opening is by 
a bi-directional disc bolted to the rear of the spine. The black/grey 
Micarta handle is quite blocky and vertical, zig zag grooves provide a 
sure grip. A clothing clip completes the build at just £9.99. 


Keeping it simple and practical is the M07. With black GIO scales and 
a 7.3cm, liner locked drop point blade this is another small pocket 
folder with ambidextrous thumb studs, clothing clip and lanyard slot at 
£5.99 it will not break the bank! 


There are a couple or unique, ultra 
lightweight folders but the other models 
are very much variations on the theme of 

□ FOR 

Well made with quality materials 

□AGAINST 

Not a lot 


□VERDICT 

Innovative designs 

Build and quality well above the price 


the eight I have looked at. For example the 
EL-OIA is just the EL-01 but with GIO 
scales. But as can be seen there is a good 
choice and in all cases build quality is 
excellent with solid engagements of 
locking systems and all metal and handle 
materials well fitted and finished. If I have 
one criticism it’s that the clothing clips 
cannot be reversed or inverted as to the 
side and end they are positioned. With 
the exception of the Micarta-handled EL-16 
all give a lip down’ carry position, which 
is not conducive as it reverses the knife 


and negates easy one-handed draw 
and deployment. 

But apart from that I can find no 
fault with the Enlan range and get the 
feeling that even though the prices 
seem far too cheap they will last a long 
time and give good service while doing so. 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 


M Name: Enlan Cutlery Co. Ltd 

■ Contact: Blades & Bows, 01246 810353 

www.bladesandbows.coni 
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BROWNING 
WINDSOR 
PARKA AND 
FLEECE 
Prices: 

£239 & £75 

accordingly 
Sizes S to 3XL 

CONTACT: 
Browning UK, 
01235 514550 
www.browning.eu 


□ FOR 

Hi-tech, English- 
style ganne coat 
Well nnade and 
effective 

□AGAINST 

This is not a US- 
style parka 

□VERDICT 

Practical and 
nnore traditional 
design 

Zip-in fleece gives 
it the edge in 
colder weather 


A Very British Affair! 

Pete Moore checks out the new UK-orientated shooting jacket 
and liner from Browning 


F br me one company that 
stands head and shoulders 
above the others in clothing is 
Browning. Their line is massive and 
suits all terrains and reasons. The 
classic example is their hunting 
parka, which they have been 
offering for many years. Made with 
all the usual hi-tec materials making 
it breathable, warm and waterproof 
etc. it offers masses of storage in a 
choice of camo patterns and solid 
colours. I have their Pre-Vent parkas 
in Mossy Oak break up, a Grande 
Passage in Duck Blind as well as a 
loden green example. The design is 
totally American with a removable 
hood and masses of storage. 


STIFF UPPER lip! 

However, Browning is doubtless 
aware of the British market and with 
one eye on a more traditional 
approach and the other on 
practicality, they have launched the 
Windsor parka and fleece. Made of 
a nylon/polyester mix it’s green in 
colour with brown trim and is rated 
water/windproof and 


breathable, using proven systems 
such as PRE-VENT that draws 
moisture away from the skin. 
Compared to my 

aforementioned parkas the Windsor 
as the name implies is all terribly 
British and will doubtless appeal to 
the more traditional game shooter. 
Subtlety is the watchword 
here; the olive green body is 
nicely counterpointed by 
brown trim strips on pocket 
edge etc. Carriage is minimal 
but generous with two 
massive, front, bellows 
pockets with a scooped 
opening and a large flap 
secured by a press stud. 
On the side are fleece- 
lined and zipped 
handwarmer slots that can 
also hold small items, plus 
features straps that clip 
onto the lower pocket flap 
to hold it open, doubtless 
to assist ammo access. 
There’s a single interior 
(left hand) breast pocket 
and waterproof one under 
the storm flap, both are 
zip-closed. 



ADDED PROTECTION 

A useful feature is the interior 
REACTOR 2 integral recoil pad pockets 
that allow the fitting of Browning slip-in 
recoil pad system into the shoulder 
and it really works! Closure is by a 
full-length, double-ended zip and 
studded storm flap. The collar is a 
medium/high, stand-up style and 
there’s no hood nor provision to fit one 
- like I said this is more a traditional 
game coat! The cut is generous with 
side vents on the hem for easier 
movement, as too are the pleated 
section at the rear of the shoulders/ 
arms. Both features offering easy gun 
mount! The long and wide sleeves 
show Velcro adjuster tabs on the 
outside and that is pretty much that. 

On its own the parka is warm and 
comfortable due to its hi-tech 
construction and materials. However, 
for those colder days Browning offers 
the Windsor fleece vest that can be 
worn alone or zipped in using their 
X-CHANGE system to up its cold 
weather ability. It’s a dark green/ 
brown with light brown trim and zipped 
side pockets and is stylish and 
effective, good for warmer days on the 
peg and socialising too. 
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Shooting sports and hunting accessories, 
Ornamental and practical 
martial arts equipment. 
Historical and re-enactment militaria. 


ANDBOWS 



Lnlan 




M015 £5.99 


tnlan 


tnlan 


EL-19A £16.99 



EL-03A £14.49 


8Crl3MoV is renowned for 
its good edge holding 
ability as well as being 
very easy to re-sharpen 



Enlan knives all feature L05 £8.99 


8Crl3Mov 

heat-treated blades. Handle materials include 
with a HRC of 58-60. GIO, micarta and exotic 

woods. 


For telephone orders and enquiries 
please call (01246)810353 
Mon-Fri 10.00am-2.00pm 



|vis 

>A 


§ 


MUCH more to see on the website . 
We take most major credit and f 
debit cards " 

128bit Secure Server 
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LEDWAVE 

NIGHTSTORM 

£174.81 

CONTACT: 
Highland 
Outdoors Ltd, 
0845 099 0252 
(nearest stockist) 


Double Barrel 

Pete Moore looks at a new twin beam torch that 
incorporates both white light and IR 


T hese days’ compact gun 

torches seem to be offering as 
much as they possibly can in 
what is already a very product- 
heavy marketplace. The latest 
trend seems to be to 
incorporate twin reflectors in the 
same head and in doing so up 
multi-functionality. LEDWAVE 
who are a major player in this 
arena have now gone this route 
with their latest Nightstorm unit. 

The design offers a fairly 
standard sized, mid-compact torch 
made from hi-strength, aluminium 
alloy. It measures 181mm with a 
25mm body tube and 52mm 
diameter head, weight is a hefty 8oz. 
It looks no different from most of 
the other makes out there and I 
suppose it wouldn’t, given the 
generic design we know. 



The LEDWAVE Nightstorm 
combining a flexibie 
operating system and 
white and IR outputs 


HEADS UP 

The head mounts a tough, tempered 
glass lens that covers the twin, 
vapour-coated reflectors. The white 
light side uses a 3.5 watt LED, which 
means a very long life with no 
worries about burning out as 
filament bulbs do. Next to this is an 



The twin head offers both a white LED 
and an IR source 


850 nM infrared unit, so if gun- 
mounted and using night vision no 
need for a separate illuminator, 
unless required! 

The build shows a crenulated 
head, which stops heat build-up if 
left on and placed lens-down. The 
body tube is knurled for grip and at 
25mm will be compatible with the 
majority of scope/torch and torch/ 
gun mounting systems. LEDWAVE 
offer their own accessories too. A 
rubber ring is fitted so you can hold 
the torch between two fingers and 
operate the tail cap with your 
thumb. 

ANTI-ROLL 

The tail cap features a basic press 
ON/OFF, rubber-covered button 


along with press/momentary 
operation. The body is configured 
with flat surfaces and cut-outs to be 
anti roll - always useful! Behind the 
head is an integral rotary selector 
switch. This give four functions/ 
selections - OFF, LOW POWER (30 
lumen), HIGH POWER (120 lumen) 
and IR (infrared). It also has a 
battery charge indicator light. 

Slightly press the tail cap switch and 
a light set in the rear of the head 
comes on - green, full charge, 
amber half and red running on 
empty. Power is supplied by twin 
CR123 Lithium cells which are 
included. 

Operation is simple as you 
select the power or light setting you 
require via the rotary, 4-position 
switch then turn it on at the tail 
cap. When switched OFF and back 
ON it will return to the last setting. 
You can also while it’s ON move up 
and down the options, which is 
most useful. Run time is only 
quoted for white light with 
180-minutes HIGH and 12-hours on 
LOW, both pretty good. In use you 
can expect at least 100-yards -k on 
High beam given the atmospheric 
conditions. 

Overall a tough and effective 
gun/utility torch with LEDWAVE also 
offering a number of accessories, 
like remote switches, gun mounts, 
filters etc. 



Detail of the mode 
selector ring 


□ FOR 

Comprehensive 

design 

Batteries included 


□AGAINST 

Pricey compared 
to other makes 


□VERDICT 

Good kit bit not 
that cheap 
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BLADES 



B laded 
Articles only 
available to i 
those aged 1fi 1 
or older ' 

□161 

I 785 8073 
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DCK 


RE-USABLE HAND WARMERS 


PEACOCK 

SOCKET WARMER 


MINI £22.95 
STANDAI.D £25.95 
. GIANT £31.95 
1 + £3.88 pap 


STAWDABD 


ENGRAUING 
SERUICE 
3 SIZES IN 22CT 
GOLD PLATED 


— Limited edition 

please contact 
us for more 

information. 

www.peacockhandwarmers.co.uk 

SOLE IMPORTERS & DISTRIBUTOR IN THE UK & IRELAND 
67 ORCHARD STREET | KEMPSTON | BEDFORD | M4K2 7JJ 
01234 300 000 [24/7) 

MOB: 07973 336633 OR EMAIL grahamknox@btconnect.com 



AN Napier products 
are available from Napier 


Sales and Distribution UK 
Tel; 0 1 235 8 1 2993 
email: sales@napieruk.com 
WWW. napieruk.com 


Sales and Distribution USA 
Tel: I -855-787-0200 
email; sales@napierusa.com 
www.napierusa.com 


NEW CATALOGUE FOR 20 1 5 


Call 0 1 235 8 1 2993 or 
visit \www.napieruk.com 
to order a FREE catalogue 
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Game Fair and reckons it was a success 


The new Atom unit from Nightmaster looks very 
interesting and a test is booked! 


A ny new game fair in the UK fits into a 
rapidly diminishing number of dates 
where we as shooters have a free 
weekend. But The south Yorkshire Game Fair 
held on the 4/5th of October at Doncaster 
racecourse is another festival of outdoor 
sport to tempt us with. 

I went along on Saturday the 4th which is 
the opening day of the Pheasant, and well 



The BDS stand, good to see their support! 


into both Partridge and Grouse and Wildfowl 
shooting seasons but it was clear from the 
start that the organisers hoped to tempt the 
public from all areas within our sports to the 
venue. The inner halls had the usual trade 
stands both retail and commercial, 
showcasing new products and the latest 
deals on clothing, guns, boots, shoes, 
accessories, antiques, stick making and any 
number of other items, including some 
interesting aperitifs! 

FAMILIAR TERRITORY 

I started out in the known territory of Zeiss 
optics and took a look along the new lines of 
kit. The Conquest DL scope has been on 
test with both Bruce Potts and me and it was 
interesting to see how the public were 
reacting to its newest ASV turrets and 
updated illumination and lens coatings. The 
latest piece of kit on show along with other 
binoculars, scopes and rangefinders were 
the 8 and 10x54 Victory HT binoculars which 
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promise to offer the very best low light 
performance with a compact build and Zeiss’ 
well proven durability and optical splendour. 

Right next Door I found Mauser/Blaser 
and took the opportunity to consult Tomo 
Svetic in great detail about the vast array of 
specific iterations of rifles and shotguns, all 
based around the Mauser M03/M12, Blaser 
R8 and F3 shotgun chassis’. Tomo is very 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic about these 
brands and has a good few tales to tell, with 
great modesty I must say, about his 
extensive hunting experiences from all 
around the world. Fie has walked the walk 
with these guns, not just learned the talk! 

SWILLY HAS IT ALL 

Swillington Shooting supplies had a broad 
range of clothing from Rivers West, Ridgeline, 
Flarkila and others coupled with the Diotto 
range of boots which I have tried my best to 
tear to bits for the last two years with no 
success I’m pleased to say. Xcel cameras 






took a prime position here which are 
designed to offer compact video camera 
attachment to your car, gun, quad, bike or 
even your own head to video your shooting 
and other exploits for a wider audience. It’s 
great to see gunshops investing, and offering 
very good deals, on what might be 
considered the latest of electronic gadgetry, 
not just firearms. Trailcams are now 
extremely popular and the Xcel can do this 
too along with so much more in a waterproof 
housing for any weather. 

After taking a look around the BDS stand 
at a few of their fantastic trophy displays and 
listening to numerous fox calls being 
squawked across the halls I paid a call to 
Nightmaster to look at what I had heard 
about from Pete Moore to be of particular 
interest, the new ATOM. It’s a digital add on 
for the riflescope that when coupled with an 
IR Illuminator, allows you to use an ordinary 
dayscope to live a second life after dark. 

From the drawing board onwards, this neat 
little tool is at the final stages of evolution 
as full production commences later this 
month and after taking a look in the second 
floor darkroom, I cannot wait to get my hands 
on it. At 40 yards, resolution was good 
enough to see the teeth on the zipper of the 
jacket worn by our 'modeP and I have lined it 
up for test. Fitting to the rear ocular bell of 
your scope, it takes up some eye relief space 
and will likely suit a more upright head 
position in contact with the rubber eyecup 
but it is really good. A wireless screen can 
be used to display the real-time video feed if 
desired but I like to keep things simple and 
would be very happy with the digital end of 
scope eyepiece on my rimfire or airgun... 
watch this space! 

MORE NV 

Thomas Jacks had a vast array of Night 
vision kit and their stand was busy most of 
the day, as everyone gets ready for a long 
winter of pest control. LGA supplies had a 
vast array of conventional lamping kit on 
show with reloading and shooting 
accessories from MTM. After a browse 
around other retail exhibitors, I took a look at 
the FI erpeto logical displays. Reptiles and 
Spiders to you and me! I’m ok with the 
former but the latter still makes my skin 
crawl so I applaud all the kids who 
volunteered to check out the beasties of all 
descriptions before venturing outside. 

The usual gundog and Dogstar agility 
displays were on hand with some falconry 
but on the Saturday when I visited, heavy 
rains were dampening enthusiasm for those 
keen to venture outside. BASC were in 
attendance with shotgun coaching but as 
always, the under-cover Airgun range 
sponsored by Weihrauch was busy from start 
to finish. It’s always a great way to safely 
and legally introduce young shooters to the 



Lots of clothing and optics were soid aiong with a few guns too 




Nightmaster demonstrated the Atom in a 
darkroom-corridor and in the pitch black was 
pretty detailed 



Tomo Svetic at Blaser is a mine of information on All the Zeiss goodies were on show to compare 
both products and hunting and contrast 


world of guns and today, a competition with 
said gun as a prize for the winner. 

Crossbows were quiet but Archery gained 
a few keen wanabee bowmen to shoot off 
their arrows under instruction in this ever 
popular sport and yes, I was tempted into 
having a go myself, once a toxophilite, 
always a toxophilite! 

WHAT DO I RECKON? 

The outdoor events were sadly dampened 
and it was sad to see the extensive kids play 
areas, bouncy castles and other non- 
shooting attractions very quiet but Sunday 
was promising better weather and a higher 


turnout because of it. The event is already 
booked up for next year and a few traders I 
spoke to after the show on Saturday 
reported they had done enough business on 
the day to cover their costs; Sunday was 
likely to make the show a financial success 
which is good for everyone. Food and drink 
at the venue was of excellent quality and 
value with attendance fees equally well 
priced at £12 with kids under 16 free. The 
attendees I consulted think the show may 
have a bright future as it has certainly 
dipped its toe in the waters and come up 
trumps, even without Noah in attendance. 
www.southyorkshiregamefair.com 
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MAXPEDITION 
SDRP AND 
MLCP 

£ 88.95 

each 

CONTACT: 
Hennie Haynes, 
033 0300 0400 
www.heinnie.com 


Lateral Thinking 

And you thought that Maxpedition just made bags, 

Pete Moore discovers some real steel from the pack people 


Whatever next? Knives from 
Maxpedition and good ones 
too - top SDRP, below MLCP, 
which would be my choice 



I love Maxpediton gear and use it all 
the time, as they offer a diverse 
range of carry systems and 
accessories, so it was with some 
surprise I learned from the importer 
(Heinnie Haynes) they now offer knives. 
Heinnie sent me two examples the 
SDRP (Small Drop Point) and slightly 
larger MLCP (Medium Long Clip Point). 

ONE FOR ALL 

In truth both models are near identical 
with a few changes in blade style/ 
shape, weight and dimensions, so 
pretty much what goes for one goes 
for all. The blade is made from D2 
tool steel with a Rockwell hardness of 
58-60 HRc and double tempered with 
a cryogenic treatment. The metal is 
bead-blasted and treated with 
industrial hard chrome plating to a 
depth of 0.001”. It uses a full, flat 
grind with decent finger choil for 
address and protection from the edge. 
The full tang has four notches and two 
through holes to which the nylon 
over-moulded handle is cast on, an 
EDM non slip texture completes the 
surface and at the rear is a lined 
lanyard hole. The handle shows a half 
guard with a slightly tapered shape in 
both width and length with two finger 
grooves. 


“The sheath is made 
from Kydex and 
comes with a wide/ 
deep beit loop” 

The sheath is made from Kydex 
and comes with a wide/deep belt loop. 
The base is open to act as a drain 
hole and retention by twin lips that rise 
up above the throat and clamp around 
the base of the handle. The sides of 
the body feature holes so it can be 
lashed to your gear if required! 


INDIVIDUAL 

Starting off with the SDRP let’s take 
a closer look! The drop point blade 
is 4.75” long with an overall length 
of 9.25” and weighing a neat 4.5oz 
with a further 2.6oz being taken up 
by the sheath. The blade shape is 
quite pronounced and did well in 
both edge-up and down deployment. 

I found the handle a little small for 
my hands thought the texturing 
provided a secure grip. It’s here you 
really appreciate the choil as it 
allows you to move your grip up for 
more palm purchase. I would have 
liked to have seen some jimping on 
the top of the spine for added thumb 
pressure. 

The MLCP is near identical 
though slightly bigger with its 5.5” 
blade, 10.25” overall length and 
6oz, the sheath adds another 3oz. 
Again the clip point style allows 
good edge-up work ideal for opening 
up a deer’s belly and running it up 
to the sternum and the long, 
pointed tip can get into most nooks 
and crannies. The handle is 
identical but its larger size suited 
my hand much better as I imagine it 
will most men. Again jimping would 
be a useful addition to the spine. 

Blade thickness is 0.15” for the 
SDRP and 0.1875” for the MLCP 
and in both cases with the directly 
moulded handle either knife came 
over as very rigid. 



□ FOR 

Simple and 
strong design 
Effective field 
blades 

□AGAINST 

Not a lot 

□VERDICT 

Well worth a look 


It’s not about pretty; the no 
nonsense Kraton sheaths do 
the job as do the knives! 
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rfacebook.com/hydro! 


Please visit our website on 

www.hydro-graphics.co.uk 

We offer in-house design and machining of one-off 
custom parts for rifies and vehicies. 

UK Reaitree® iicencees. Aii Reaifree® patterns pius a fuii range 
of decorative patterns avaiiabie 


Hydro Graphics 

Unit 4, Brockett Ind Est., The Airfield, Acaster Malbis, York, England Y023 2PT 


Tel; 01 904 7781 88 www.hydro-graphics.co.uk 


HydroGraphics 


UO 



NITECORE® 

TH£ ALL-nOUND FLASHLIGHT EXPE(7T 



THE ULTIMATE MULTI-LIGHT-SOURCE 
HUNTING FLASHLIGHT 


Primary Red Light 
CREE XP-E LED 

3000mW 


Primary White LED 


Bilateral Secondary 
Multi-color RGB LEDs 


Pri mary Co for LED 



2800 

LUMENS 


llAYAionr 

^mmcnivs 


t^LLKNIV^ 


5.11 AILERON SHIELD 


TACTICAL SERIES. 


IMPORTANT: HEINNIE HAYNES WILL NOT SELL A 
KNIFE TO ANYONE UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE 


@ 033 0300 0400 


02014 HEINNIE HAYNES, Unit 4/5 Windmill 0900 

Industrial Estate, Wimborn* Road, Barry, CF63 30H 0900 
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mm. 


Bruce Potts casts his eyes 
over the choice of night vision 
equipment offered by NiteSite 


MOVES 
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N ight Vision equipment (NV) has 

become so popuiar these days not 
oniy because prices keep coming 
down making it more tempting for NV 
virgins to take up the sport but because 
there are so many more good vaiue and 
quaiity devices to choose from. 

In years gone by the oniy NV kit you 
couid get was the ex-miiitary sights that 
weighed a ton and were expensive. Most 
used an image intensifier tube but with 
the new digitai revoiution it has now reaiiy 
opened up the market to aii forms of 
shooting. 

NiteSite saw an opening and a niche 
in the market and a novei design 
deveioped in the UK was born, which has 
proved very popuiar since its introduction 
- primariiy for airgun users. Now they have 
updated their entire range and that 
consisted of the two options of the oid 
NS200 and the originai NS50; there are 
now four digitai versions based on 
maximum range/versatiiity of use, i.e. 
from rats to iong range foxes. 

POWER RANGERS 

Much iike the Mighty Morphin Power 
Rangers they aii have animai names with 
the Viper, Woif, Woif Power pius and Eagie 
modeis. However, aii offer a common 
theme in that they can convert any 
existing rifie scope into a night sight in 
minutes. Usefui too, the NiteSite requires 
no zero change to your scope, does not 
need ambient iight due to onboard LED 


iiiumination, uses a 850nm IR 
beam aiong with video and 
audio output and is powered 
by a iithium battery pack. 

Regardiess of modei the 
system is the same and 
consists of two components. 

A combined IR sender with a 
viewing screen at the rear 
ciamps at 12 o’ciock to the 
body tube facing forwards. 

The second is the receiver, 
which consists of a camera 
moduie that piugs into the 
scopes’ eyepiece and 
iiteraiiy iooks down/ 
through the body to pick 
up the image. This connects to the IR 
sender/screen unit by a cabie and projects 
the image on to the viewing screen. In use 
you do not look through the rear of the scope 
as you would normally do, instead you iift 
your head and iook at the screen to see your 
target and reticuie. So the IR beam is sent 
out and the camera sees what is in front of it 
and you make the shooting corrections. 

Because the NiteSite is reiaying the 
image produced by the IR beam through your 
scope there is no change of zero, you can stiii 
use the paraiiax adjustments and even the 
iiiuminated reticuie if fitted. Your reticuie 
from your scope is superimposed onto the 
quarry as viewed on the 3.5” screen thus 
acting as your sighting system. 

QUICK FIT! 

Quick to use with two eyepiece adaptors for 
the camera unit and quick fit adaptors for 


0 


IS 


it 


■ FOR 

■AGAINST 

■VERDICT 

Prices and nnodels to suit 

Not looking through the 

Quick, simple and 

your need 

scope might take some 

effective NV solution 


getting used to 

Try before you buy 


Adds height and bulk 

Cables might get in the way 
or caught up 

(see Against comments) 


“Much like the Mighty 
Morph n Power 
Rangers they all have 
animal names” 

one inch or 30mm body tubes to attach 
the 3.5” LCD TV screen/I R projector via 
cabies. The battery pack attaches to the 
rifle’s butt by a Velcro-secured pouch, 
which is very handy so no tangiing your 
hands in wires from pockets. The Eagie 
and Woif Power pius use a 5500mAh 
Lithium Ion battery whilst the Viper and 
Woif use a 1500mAh version of the 
same. Thus Viper and Woif for short to 
medium range use and the Eagie and 
Woif Power pius for serious iong range 
and sustained use. 

One nice thing is that aii the kit 
needed is packed into a soiid piastic case 
keeping it safe in the truck untii you need 
to use it, with a comprehensive and 
idiot-proof set of instructions. Just right 
for me then? As I briefiy said it offers a 
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Heads up position is weird 
at first and I always shoot 
with two eyes open so you 
look a bit boss eyed 


The reticule is superimposed on TV 
screen and target 


► mandatory head-up shooting position as 
you view the monitor and not one iooking 
down the scope as you wouid in the 
traditionai way. It’s a bit odd at first but 
you soon get use to it and becomes 
strangeiy more naturai the more you use 
it, aithough I do prefer the straight 
through the sight method. 

IN USE 

Set up is easy and common to aii units 
but needs to be done properiy to get the 
best from the NiteSite. The camera 
moduie is a coiour infra red unit of 1.0 
Lux 600TVL 1/3 CCD chip and is attached 
to the scopes eyepiece by one of the two 
suppiied rubber doubie ended sieeves. 

Siip this on and position the camera so it 
covers the eyepiece and arrange verticaiiy. 
On its face is the soft touch ON/OFF 
power button and three sockets for the DC 
power in, LCD screen in and Audio/Video 
out (optionai) 

■ You need to focus the camera so that 
the scopes reticuie and target are in focus 
and this is achieved by removing the 


moduie and on its inside is a smaii centrai 
protrusion with abrasive surface to grip your 
finger. Turn anti ciockwise up to a coupie of 
times max as the unit is set at the factory at 
400mm, which is good for most scopes. 
Once this is done, it oniy takes a few 
attempts, it is now set for that scope. 

The LCD or TV screen moduie that aiso 
houses the IR projector sits on top of the 
scope via the body tube adaptor - 1” or 
30mm as required. Aiso be sure to fit the 
iocking coiiar to stop it siiding off under 
recoii or whiist siung over your shouider. On 
top is a iarge knuried knob that is oniy used 
to activate the IR beam and increases its 
intensity the more you turn it. 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

■ Name: 

NiteSite 

■ Prices and 

Viper £449 

models: 

Wolf £639 

Wolf Power plus £699 

Eagle £849 

■ Contact: 

NiteSite Ltd on (01759 377235) 
for more details 
www.nitesite.com 


ONE BY ONE 

VIPER 

The Viper model is the shortest range 
sight, ideal for airguns and rimfires etc. 
Having said that the illumination range is 
110 yards even with a single LED infra 
red light mounted in the centre of the 
lamp. As with all Nite Sites the TV screen 
is colour so in day time use, the bonus 
of any digital unit the image is realistic, 
but is obviously black and white at night. 
The power pack is actually mounted to 
the scope via a strap as it is light and 
lasts up to 7.5 hours on low IR power 
usage. 

WOLF 

This is the Medium range NV sight for 
use up to 330 yards on visible detection. 
There are now three LED infra red beams 
in the TV module/IR projector unit for a 
boosted range and image with the 
battery pack mounted to the scope as 
with the Viper. The Wolf Power Plus is the 
same as the Wolf but has a 5500 mAh 
battery instead of 1500mAh which can 
last up to 25 hrs on a low IR setting and 
is mounted to the stock in a pouch and 
Velcro secured as previously described. 

EAGLE 

This is the flagship model and sports an 
impressive 550 yards range which is 
made capable from the now five IR 
illuminating LED's. The power comes 
from a 5500mAh power pack in its own 
pouch for strapping to the stock. It 
allows up to 25 hours continuous use on 
low power or 3 hours on full power. Each 
model also comes with anti glare filters 
that can be attached to the TV screen to 
reduce the glare that comes off the 
screen and illuminates your face. 

OTHER FEATURES 
AND CONCLUSIONS 

All models come with a re-charger and 
are simply plugged in and a red light 
shows it is charging and green when full. 
Time to charge is dependent on initial 
charge state. You can also use an in car 
charger for on the move re-charging and 
if you want to record images and sound 
the AV connecting kit that fits to the 
scope modular and attaches to hand 
held recorder, camera or monitor of your 
choice. 

An interesting array of kit plus an 
additional hand held NV illuminator/ 
screen viewing device which I will be 
testing over the coming months at 
varying ranges and game. Stay tuned. 
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THE UK BY 


MODELSHOWN 103DE 
FULL RANGE OF OVER AND UNDER 
SIDE BY SIDE AND SEMI AUTOS 
AVAILABLE IN ALL CALIBRES 


-s-i.co.uk - www.a-s-i.co.uk 

SS12.14/62/r 


HUGLU SHOTGUNS 
EXCELLENCE AND 
QUALITY WITHOUT 
THE HIGH-END 
PRICE TAG 




return 

Got a question or even a problem with your 
shooting or equipment, drop us a line and 
well do our best to sort it out at 

peter.moore403@ntlworld.com 



WXED BARREL QUANDARY 


I’m fairly new to the whole world of 
air guns, and having now read quite a 
few articles on the subject, 

I am still a little confused 
to be honest. Having looked at a 
variety of possible guns for purchase, 
I’ve narrowed my choice down to the 
Weihrauch HW80, HW97 or Air Arms 
TX200. Part of my confusion concerns 
the pros and cons between break and 
fixed barrel designs. I suppose my 
main concern is whether a break- 
barrel has a potential weakness when 
compared to a fixed build? I would 
really appreciate your comments. 
Colin Riley 

Colin 

This is an interesting area, and your 
concerns are indeed understandable. 



The HW80 is a high quality, break-barrel design 
that should give years of trouble-free service... 


Historically, a break-barrel design, even fronn 
the top names in the business, could be 
seen as a weakness; where total, repeatable 
accuracy over a period of many years is 
concerned. Of course many budget guns are 
made down to a price, so this must be born 
in mind where long term results are 
concerned. Accepting that we are talking 
about quality premium brands then modern 
standards of engineering are such that the 
time-honoured break-barrel design shouldn't 
in itself be a problem. 


That said, many designs, including the 
HW80, incorporate an adjustable breech, 
which can, if necessary, take up any slack 
over time. For absolute peace of mind, the 
fixed barrel configuration is the way to go, 
yet the fast fire appeal of a break barrel 
takes some beating too. Our ultimate 
advice would be that all three named 
guns, should give many years of trouble 
free use, so stick to that level of quality, 
and make your final choice on the basis of 
how they handle. 



We shooters always think we 
know everything about 
firearms and I have heard 
many comments good and bad 
on guns used in films and TV 
etc. Some stupid others quite 
relevant! So, as a fan of The 
Walking Dead TV series what 
firearm (one only) would you choose to combat the 
zombie menace? After much thought I came up with 
what I think is the ultimate given only head shots 
will work. My choice - a Ruger 77/22, with short 
barrel 12 to 16” and moderator running on their 
25-shot magazine. Any other 22 bolt-gun would do but 
the high capacity mag just gives the Ruger the edge. 
My reasoning: 22 ammo is the commonest calibre in 
the world, a moddy makes the gun quiet (always 
useful) and a bolt-action is ultra reliable. I originally 
thought about a semi-auto, but you never know when 
it might jam... 

Tim Shepherd 


Hi Tim 

Or should that be Rick? Yes heard a lot of shooters talking tough 
about things they have no idea on. I remember one guy (never 
been in the army in his life) saying a 9mm pistol is a waste of 
time and hed carry a 44 Magnum revolver in combat. Because 
that's a really practical choice I don't think! Giving some thought 
to your question as I like Walking Dead and have read World War 
Z five times now, the book is so much better than the film! My 
choice a Ruger 96/22 (22 Long Rifle) lever-action; faster, more 
instinctive cycling and can also use the BX25 clip. So does 
anyone else out there have an opinion; hypothetically speaking? 
Cheers 
PM 


OLD FIDDL 



Really enjoyed your test on the 
Yugoslavian K98 (model 24/47) 
last month. So Pete are you 
going to take the plunge and 
buy it and either restore it or 
convert it into a classic 
Mauser sporter? There are 
some useful videos on You 
Tube about how to bend the bolt handle. If you decide to go 
the sporter route will you re-barrel it or stick with what you’ve got? 
What about the military iron sights, as they are a bit much for short 
range use? Anyway good luck and let us know what you decide. 
Chris Adams 


Hi Chris 

Not sure yet If I do sporterise it I will do it as a project and try and keep it as 
cost effective as possible, which is the point of a military conversion. This means 
initially using the existing barrel and iron sights, Boyd's do a replacement M 
24/47 sporter stock in laminate for not a lot of money, which looks good. Yes I 
looked at some of the bolt handle conversion vids and it gave me some ideas, as 
a friend of mine has a TIG welder. The biggest expense will be the QD mounts in 
comparison to the rest of the rifle. However, having a classic, military K98-type is 
also attractive. I think i'll start there as the majority of work is in the stock, which 
I can do myself. 


Short Hornet 


I have a 17 hornet rifle with an 
18” barrel and have had no 
problems with loss of speed, 
though I had to find the right 
powder that suits the rifle. I 
have tried Hodgdon’s Xil’Gun’ 
and found it to be fast at 3878 
fps plus, but with erratic 
accuracy. I eventually settled on 
IMR4198. Slower burning but 
with very good accuracy and 
consistency! When reloading 
you really have to be very 
careful to get the loads spot on 
to maintain the consistence 


hit crows in excess of 150 
meters with devastating 
results. The rifle I have is a CZ 
that has had a new 18” match 
barrel fitted and is compact, 
easy to use and very accurate. 
What’s the chance of an article 
on how to choose a rifle, say for 
deer stalking; what you 
consider to be the important 
points and why. 

Rian Hannock 

Hi Rian 

Thanks for the heads up as we have 



I am in the process of getting a new scope 
and am not sure if I should get one with 
illumination or not. It seems to be the thing 
to have these days and I see a lot of makes 
offer it as standard, whereas the more 
expensive European makes charge extra to 
the tune of at least £100. Does it really make 
that much difference and do the multiple 
colour ones really offer anything extra? 

Paul Tanner 

Paul 

it can certainly have its uses in low light situation 
where perhaps your reticule is a bit slim or gets lost 
on dark backgrounds. However, it will not allow you 
to see in the dark and depending on the quality and 
build the illumination can flare out too much and 
obscure what you are looking at! Most of my scopes 
are lit and to be honest I rarely use that facility as in 
most cases things look better without it. My one 
exception is for driven hunts where I turn my 
magnification down to minimum and use the centre 
dot (lit) for fast target acquisition. As to muitipie 
coiours, i don't iike them, but it might work for 
peopie who have trouble with red, but they wiii 
reduce the rheostat adjustabiiity. 



Thanks Pottsy! 


with the velocity. At 100yds I had a few peopie asking about 
can shoot just under 8mm holes shortening 17 Hornet barreis. Yes we 
with a velocity of 3467 fps with wiii put our minds to a deer rifie 

a 20grain V-MAX. I am able to articie. 



Would you let Bruce know that the recent article 
on the 223 rifle loads’ Let’s Twist Again was 
fantastic! I have a 223 Remy tactical in 20” and 
all the bullets he talked about I have. I was 
given a large selection from a recent dearly 
departed close friend. His article has answered 
my prayers for load data. I love my reloading, 
both for target and warm quarry and am very 
grateful for your response on 284-7mm. Keep up 
the good work, and same for Bruce. 

Cheers Nick Dadamo 


Hi Nick aiways happy to heip! 




Blaser’s Wildwanne is 
made from a tough, 
reinforced polyurethane 
material and 
resembles nothing 
more than a big 
rectangular shopping 
bag. It features wooden dowels around the edges for strength 
and has twin handles and QD buckles that not only secure the 
top but also allow you to roll it up and stow it. There’s enough 
room to put in two roe deer and at a push four muntjac, or lots 
of rabbits etc. It’s easy to carry and the material is strong, 
resists piercing and is easy to clean. 

Contact; Blaser Sporting Ltd, 0207 6222116 

www.blaser.de 


SIG-U-LIKE! 

There has never been a better time to buy a SIG522 semi-auto rimfire 
as prices are brilliant. There are three models all offering a side-folding 
butt and Picatinny base - Classic with military forend and iron sights, 
SWAT with 4-way forend (both 16.6” barrels with flash hider) and Target, 
round forend and longer 20” in a free-float forend plus comes with 
mounts and a x4 scope. Guns come with a Black Dog magazine 25 for 
the Classic/SWAT, 10 for the Target. Also included ambi controls and 
last round hold open 

Prices; Classic £499.99, SWAT £599.99, Target £699.99 

Contcat; Sportsman Gun Centre, 01392 354854 


Better Mousetrap 



The Primes Trigger Stick 2 is 
probabiy the best tripie stick 
avaiiabie to date. Leg 
adjustment is controiied by a 
pistoi grip that mounts a 
V-rest. Aii you do is press the 
trigger and the iegs extend and 
stop when you iet go. The 
height spread is good; easiiy 
accommodating a 6ft + shooter, or down iow to turn into a wide 
tripod for a more stabie base. Rubber feet make it secure on any 
surface. The grip rotates through 360° making changes of position 
easy. A 2-point rest can aiso be fitted, which is worth the effort! 
Prices; £129.99, 2-point rest £49.99 
Contact; Bushwear, 0845 226 0469 www.bushwear.co.uk 




Ultimate QD 

Ziegler’s QD Contra 
Claw ZP Mounts and rings offer a 
guaranteed return to zero ability. 
The forward base shows twin 
locating slots with exterior, 
ambidextrous sprung catches, the 
rear has two slots. The base of 
the rings (the feet) shows 
rearward facing hooks. Locate the 
rear foot in the rear base, then 
push down the front foot so it 
engages and sets the locking 
catch in position. To remove just 
pull back on the ambi catches and 
lift the scope up/back and off. 
Fast, practical and effective! 

Price; £450 
(fitting FOC if required) 

Contact Alan Rhone, 

01978 66 00 01 
www.alanrhone.com 



GRS 

GRS rifle stocks are 
made of a tough 
laminate and offer an 
ergonomic option for 
those wanting to move 
up to better furniture. 

With five choices - 

Adjustable Hunting, Sport Varmint (both in standard 
and 10% smaller Decima sizes), F-Class, Safari and 
Hybrid. The Sport Varmint (shown) offers an off-set 
pistol grip for a natural hand and trigger finger 
position and fully adjustable comb/cheekpiece, 
length of pull, finished with a Limbsaver recoil pad. 
Available in a number of colours and inlets for most 
popular rifles they represent a superior design in 
every sense of the word. 

Price; £529.99 (Sport Varmint) 

Contact; Highland Outdoors, 0845 099 0252 
(nearest stockist) 
www.highlandoutdoors.co.uk 


Fibre Provider 

A-TEC’s Carbon02 reflex moderator uses a carbon fibre outer and weighs 11.28 oz. Due to 
heat build-up it has a temperature sticker that shows when it gets too hot by turning black 
(around 10-12 rounds). Stop shooting and wait for it to cool and you’re back in business. If 
you ignore this the, second, 'STOP USE' dot turns black, which means you have exceeded 
and voided the warranty and the outer tube must be replaced. It’s unlikely you are going to kill 10 
deer that quickly so no problems, but it’s light and effective for the weight-conscious hunter. 
Contact; Jackson Rifles, 01644 470223 www.jacksonrifles.com 








Hard Case 

Ultimate protection for a rifle comes from a hard case, which can 
be expensive, not so with Fiambeau. Made of a high-impact 
poiymer the Singie Rifle Case measures 53 x 12.1 x 3.7” and is 
iined with eggsheii foam. Designed for a scoped firearm hence the 
bowed shape, the two haives are fuiiered to give rigidity and 
strength and is connected by three sections of fuii-iength, 
piano-styie hinges. It has twin square bases so it can stand upright 
and is iocked by four ciasps. The iarge handie is integrai and there 
are four hoies for padiocks so it can be used for air travei. 
Contact; Highiand Outdoors, 

0845 099 0252 (nearest stockist) - 


Dedicated 

If you own a Smith & 
Wesson, M&P 15-22 
then you might like 
this. The design is 
the classic, Assault 
Systems, wedge- 
shaped rifle case. 38” 
long and 13” at its deepest 
point it’s ideal for the shorter 


AR15s; M4/CAR15 etc complete with a scope on top. The main 
compartment has a full-length, double-ended zipper with pull tags. 
Inside are securing straps. On the outside are 5 x 30-round mag 
pouches and a long integral zipper compartment at the front. With 
wrap-around carry handles and an adjustable shoulder strap and the 
S&W logo this is a practical AR bag! 

Contact; Suffolk Rifle Co, 01473 730035 
www.suffolkrifle.co.uk 


Fingertip Controi 

Hornady’s Lock-N-Load Quick 
Trickle is the uitimate powder 
trickier. With a height- 
adjustabie base the hopper 
hoids V 2 ib in capacity. The 
dispenser tube is 4 %” so 
doesn’t get in the way. At the 
back are two geared wheeis 
iarge (top) and smaii (bottom) 
each having its own handie. 
This gives a ratio of 1 to 3 so 


DRESS iT UP! 



ATI has the solution with their AR22 stock kit for your 10/22. It consists of an AR-like polymer/ 
clamshell receiver with dummy forward assist, safety, mag release, bolt hold open and case deflector. 
Plus T2-style pistol grip, round/free-float alloy forend, dummy alloy T-handle, 21” alloy Picatinny rail 
and a 6-position CAR15-type butt with adjustable comb on an 
alloy buffer tube. A final item is the spiked FSA8 
Nose Cone, which is designed to stabilise on 
barricades. It takes about ten minutes to 
fit and transforms your old Ruger 
both cosmetically and practically! 

Contact; Viking Arms Ltd, 

01423 780810 
(nearest stockists) 




each full turn of the top rotates 
the lower one three times, 
which gives a high dispensing 
speed. Once near (needle 
starting to hover) switch to the 
smaller handle at 3 to 1 ratio 
to fine tune the charge. 
Contact; Edgar Brothers Ltd, 
01625 613177 
www.hornady.com 


Taking Stock 

Battlelink offers a choice of CAR15 butt designs. The BUS 
(Battlelink Utility Stock) is a heavy build with a cut-out at the base 
along with a hinged, rubber recoil pad section that opens up to 
reveal a storage compartment. It shows two socket-type QD sling 
swivel bases. The BMS (Battlelink Minimalist Stock) is a simpler 
and lighter L-shaped build. The angled recoil pad is the same 
but it has sling slots and is lighter and more compact. 
Available in a number of colours and either Mil-Spec or 
commercial buffer tubes these are tough and practical designs. 
Prices; BUS £115 BMS £50 
Contact; North West Custom Parts, 0161 408 1159 


Squeeze... 

Lee’s Ergoprime is their third generation 
handheld priming tool, with the earlier AutoPrime 
and AutoPrime XR - having been improved in 
ergonomics and safety. The operating lever is easier 
to use along with a secondary lifter to separate the 
insertion and feed of primers to increase safety. 
Small pimples are moulded into the square tray to 
easily accept most primer boxes. It uses Lee’s 
standard, slide-in shell holders and will accept up 
to 300 Win Mag head size. The Ergoprime is the 
evolution of the original AutoPrime with no 
inherent failings. 



Orion Firearms Training is at the cutting 
edge of Rifle Training within the UK 


Whatever your preferred discipline, Professionals, Stalkers, 
Target shooters or new to shooting, our unique range facility is 
the place to practice, train, or just have a fun day’s shoot. 

Our 5000 acres of shooters paradise with water signature has 
some of the finest topography this country has to offer, combined 
with shooting steel reactive targets makes for an awesome day. 


MEBBT CHBISTMAS TO AIL OUB CUSTOMEBS 


We Offer: 

Private tuition/Sniper experience with former UK 
Speciai Forces Instructor 
Guided Range days with spotter 
Professionai training, Group days, 

Testing, Fiiming etc. 

Covered shooting out to 900m, 
open hiii shooting 2000m pius! 

Moving target system/running boar 
Running boar is now hot to trot! 

Prices start from £90 per person per day. 

Gift certificates are available check out our new website | 
Or give us a call on 01686 412113 or Jon on 07449 327006 | 
www.orionfirearmstraining.co.uk § 




The NSRA, 

Lord Roberts Centre 


JTtC Place to Shop at Bisley 



The Walther Anatomic .22lr Rifle 



We are the sole UK importer of CEHMANN 
Shooting Products 


Visit the shop or alternatively shop on line at 
www,tisra,co>uk or e-mail sales # nsraxo^uk 
Open Monday to Sunday 0900 - 1700 


Tel 01483 48551 1 Fax 01483 488817 


The Best Rif lesGopes 
Deserve The Best 


Scope Rings 




NOW AVAILABLE IN 
36MM DIAMETER FORTHE 
NEW ZEISS V8 RIFLESCOPE 


EVO Leisure Ltd 
Unit H Orchard Works 
Spenvale Street 
Heckmondwike 
West Yorkshire 
WFI6 ONQ 

01924 400409 
www.tier-one.eu 

UK DESIGNED & 
MANUFACTURED ISIS 








X/ 
X / 

X y 
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ZEISS VICTORY V8. 

The best all-round riflescope from ZEISS. 



More versatile More precise 

Super zoom For every distance 


Sharper Wider 

Best visual experience ASV LongRange 



The best all-round riflescope from ZEISS. 

The ZEISS VICTORY V8 is setting new standards. No riflescope is as flexible or versatile 
for all types of hunting - from driven hunting to stalking, from high seat hunting to 
long-range shooting. The main reason is its maximum zoom range. The VICTORY V8 
ensures absolute precision in every hunting situation - it's the only true all rounder 
Available in 1 .8 - 14 x 50 and 2.8 - 20 x 56. 

For more information call ; 01223 401525 We make it visibi 


ZEISS 
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2015, This ortsr closes on ths 24th December 201 4. Subscription is not for a full year, see online for full details, ‘Terms &. Conditions apply, please see online at www, naked wines,confi/tenns,htm 






THE WILDCAT EVOLUTION 






THE NEW WILDCAT EVOLUTION IS OPTIMISED FOR THE BEST 
SOUND REDUCTION TO SIZE AND WEIGHT. 

USING TOP QUALITY BRITISH ENGINEERING AND A NEW ULTRA 
SLIM PROFILE, WITH MODULAR OVER BARREL DESIGN ALLOWS 
THE NEW WILDCAT EVOLUTION TO BE 37% LIGHTER AND 
39% SMALLER THAN THE PREDATOR 8 WHILST STILL 
MAINTAINING SUPERIOR SOUND REDUCTION, REDUCED 
RECOIL, ONLY ADDING 140MM TO THE LENGTH OF THE BARREL. 


w* 


Total length 260mm 
\> eight 440gr;ims 

Fully tested and suitable with new solid 
copper ammunitiou 
Available in cali3>^s 
from. 17 i“em to .30S « in 


Strippable for cleaning & maintenance 
.Standard threads, 1/2 r.NF 14x1, 

5/8 CNF, 18x1 

.\ny other threaiKavailahle custom order 
R1H<£199 



UK CUSTOM SHOP LTD | 

'fPORATWC WILDCAT CUSTOM RIFU*. 


01905 797060 
tvtttv.shopatukcs.co.uk 
cnq ui ries a tvi Ideal rifles, co. u k 



Introducing the 
Quad Stick 


Handcrafted from kiln dried 
oak this stunning shooting 
platform provides accuracy 
and confidence. 



For more information 
email: info@derekclifford.co.uk 
Tel; 07840 027952 

www.derekclifford.co.uk 



Take the word oi Field & Stream magazine, which awarded ourTS-82™ Xtreme 
Hi-Der 20-70X with their 201 4 "Best of the Best"designation in optits. 

"'The image is edge-to-edge sharp without fringing "they said. APO flourite 
glass provides the truest, most brilliant colour possible. Vivid, razor-sharp 
images with superb contrast. Exceptional low-light performance. Fully 
waterproof and shock tested. Quick, precise focus even while wearing gloves. 
We proved it to Field Stream. 

Have a look through a TS-82™, and well prove it to you. 


NIGHTPORCE 

Vis it WWW. N ig htfofceO ptics.com 
to locate the dealer nearest you. 


THE 

VERY 


THE NIBHTFORCE TS B2 WBEHE HI DEF Z0-70X 

Isphttinhscope 
U hV Iyouganbuy. 

(BUT DOBT TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT! 


67 


SS01 .15/19/p SS01. 15/32/d 















| ' >Z ' i ^QPO 

(Association ot ^ and repor become a 

ssr:::p. 

than the perceived heavy na 

i Pete NIoore (Editor) 

Dear Certificate Holder 

You may be aware of the national activity around firearms licensing which commenced on 13 October 2014. Concerns were raised 
about this activity by some members of the shooting community and, following consultation with the Countryside Alliance, we wanted 
to jointly write to you to provide some more information about the activity. 

As the national lead for firearms I have worked closely with the firearms community for nearly four years. I understand the 
importance of shooting as both an essential part of some business practices as well as a much valued leisure pursuit. I want to be 
very clear that the vast majority of firearms owners in the UK are law abiding and safety conscious. To provide some background to 
the national initiative on firearms licensing: over the last five years, an average of 659 firearms, shotguns and certificated items have 
been lost or stolen each year. This number is coming down, but there are many individuals with criminal intent who want to get hold 
of guns. In this context, every gun lost or stolen is one too many. 

The terrorist threat was raised recently from substantial to severe, meaning that an attack is likely. Presently there is little 
evidence of legal firearms users being involved in terrorism but we need to work together to ensure that this remains the case and 
to do everything we can to stop legally held firearms getting into the wrong hands and being misused. 

To this end, a reminder was issued to gun owners to check the secure storage of their firearms to ensure that they were not 
inadvertently putting people at risk by making access to a firearm easy. People were informed that this would be followed up through 
visits to firearm owners to check their gun was being kept securely and provide advice if it was not. A national Crimestoppers hotline 
was also launched, so that anyone with any concerns about a certificate holder, which may include a gun being kept insecurely or a 
gun owner possibly showing changes in behaviour that could indicate signs of radicalisation or extremism or involvement in criminal 
activity, could report their concerns anonymously. 

All of these actions have been taken to prevent harm, working with those in the firearms community to explain what we were doing 
and why. However, I am conscious that what we are doing may have been misunderstood. In a meeting with the Countryside Alliance 
and the Rt Hon Oliver Letwin on 24 October 2014 concerns were raised on behalf of the shooting community. 

The concerns raised have been appreciated and I would like to provide some reassurance to those in the shooting community 
who may feel that they are being unfairly targeted. This is not our intention. It would be neither productive nor effective. I understand 
that the dedicated Crimestoppers hotline has caused concerns and anxiety amongst the shooting community, and in particular 
amongst certificate holders who feel that they could be targeted by those opposed to shooting. As a result of listening to those 
concerns we have agreed that there will no longer be a specific firearms licensing hotline number. We will continue to work with 
Crimestoppers, in close consultation with shooting organisations, around further campaigns on firearms licensing. However, these will 
only use the main Crimestoppers number. These campaigns will aim to reach the shooting community, their friends, family and loved 
ones, asking them to be vigilant about any potential concerns or risks. 

The police and Crimestoppers already receive a high volume of calls on a daily basis about a range of issues. We are experienced 
at screening out false and malicious reporting, and at identifying cases in which reports made by telephone, text or email may be part 
of an organised campaign against lawful activities. The call handlers are trained in cognitive interviewing, and engage in conversations 
rather than simply reading from scripts. They monitor call levels and review them for trends and patterns, closely liaising with the 
police about the calls and referrals they make. Together, we carefully assess the intelligence received and respond proportionately 
and sensitively. Our only aim is to identify and deal with genuine risks and dangers to public safety. 

The police have a responsibility to keep people safe so we need to be sure that concerns about gun owners are heard 
and looked into; even if the vast majority come to nothing. I can assure you that all the home visits will be largely intelligence 
led, carried out professionally and that gun owners will be treated with respect. It is important to recognise that the primary 
purpose of the police as the licensing authority is where possible, to prevent harm being caused with lawfully held guns and 
further reduce the already low levels of gun crime and harm that we experience in the UK. This is clearly in the interest of the 
shooting community and underlines why we will only be effective in achieving this if we work together. 

Our shared interest is to safeguard the public not impede the legitimate pursuit of shooting activity. 

If you are in any way unsure of the best way to maintain proper security of your guns and ammunition, then you can find current 
and up to date advice in Chapter 19 of the Home Office Guide on Firearms Licensing Law, which can be found on the internet at https:// 
www.gov.uk. Alternatively, telephone 101 and ask to speak to your local police crime prevention or firearms licensing department. 

We hope this letter has explained why this action has been taken and reassured those with concerns that it is being done 
proportionately and in the public interest. 

Yours sincerely 

Andy Marsh Sir Barney White-Spunner KCB CBE 
Chief Constable Executive Chairman 
Chair, ACPO FELWG Countryside Alliance 
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Rifles 


SRC-22 SEMI AUTOMATIC RIFLE 


CMMG RIFLE MK4, LE 22LR 


S&M/ 15-22 .22LR SUB COMPACT, MODERATED 


M14 7.62MM STRAIGHT PULL 


9WB 


CMMG RIFLE MK4, A4, 22LR 


Ml GARAND 30-06 STRAIGHT PULL 


CMMG RIFLE MK4, T, 22LR 




SIG 552 TARGET. 22LR 


CMMG RIFLE MK4, HT, 22LR 


L1A1 7.62MM STRAIGHT PULL 


Accessories 

SRC-22 REFLEX MODERATOR 


Like our facebook page 
facebook.com/suffolkrifle.co.uk 


Magazines available for all the above by Black Dog, Magpul, CMMG, S&IV, H&K and many more! 

Please contact us for more information 



Call now on 07886 415303 or 01473 730035 
www.suffolkrifle.co.uk 


Ijk 

HECKLER & KOCH 
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' Stocks are walnut and . J 
from Minelli of Italy and > 
are of good quality and fit 


The rear sight is 


fully adjustable 


ana highly 

sophisticated 

a battle rifle, 1 
crown and lett 
FKF indicate tt 
component wa 
for a Danish M: 


Pete Moore reacquaints 
himself with an old friend and 


the iconic American Wor d War 


II and Korean battle rifle 


MAGAZINE 
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D escribed by General George S 
Patton as: “the finest battle 
implement ever devised” and an 
unknown commentator as - ‘the 
rifleman’s rifle’, of the two I subscribe to 
the second when it comes to the Ml 
Garand. For its day it does stand out as 
the first ever, general issue military 
self-loader, even though other designs 
saw limited use as early as World War 1. 

It was also the wellspring for its 
replacement the 7.62 NATO M14. 

Don’t get me wrong I love the old 
Garand and had the pleasure of owning 
one for many years. However, it’s a 
quirky design with a rather strange 
feed system and like most 
military rifles of its day seriously 
over engineered. But it’s a 
shooter! I have won a number of 
iron sights comps with mine, and it 
really is a rifleman’s rifle! I defy anyone 
who shoots a rifle to pick up an Ml up 
and not appreciate how good it feels and 
handles. 

Suffice to say the Garand was a 
contender for the US’s first self-loader 
and won out over other designs to be 
officially accepted as the U.S. rifle, caliber 
.30, Ml chambered in 30-06 Springfield. 
One piece of trivia on its eccentric 
designer John C Garand; he had a love of 
ice skating and when the local rink closed 
down for the summer he installed 
refrigeration pipes in his front room and 
flooded it so he could still skate! 

RE-BIRTH OF THE Ml 

In post self-loading rifle UK I have only 
ever seen two manually-operated/hybrid 
Mis and I was never truly certain of their 
parentage. I have also seen few M14/ 
MlAs either and in general if you want a 
.30 calibre straight-pull then it’s either an 
LlAl or FN FAL, neither of which is truly 
practical when compared to the top 
choice - a 223 Rem AR15. 

However, in shooting circles the Ml 
Garand has a mystique all its own, 
probably down to films like Saving Private 
Ryan and the way its en-bloc clip ejects 
with a distinctive ‘ping’ after the last 
round has fired. Many times I have heard 
the comment; wouldn’t it be great if 
someone could bring in an Ml straight- 
pull? Well finally it has happened as Neal 
Parnham (Suffolk Rifle Co) who is big in 
this area managed to find a company who 



were prepared to build UK-legal rifles using 
of all things Italian-made Beretta and Breda 
components. Let me explain. 

After World War II the Garand was 
adopted by many nations as an off-the-shelf 
self-loader, with Norway, Denmark and 
Holland being a few examples. To save 
logistical hassle the Winchester machinery 
was shipped to Europe and components 
made by both Beretta and Breda. In fact 
Beretta went a stage further and produced 
the BM59, which was in essence a box mag 
Garand in 7.62 NATO. The upshot of this was 
that a number of new manufactured and 
unused actions and parts were found, which 
means they could legally be built up into 
manually operated guns for our market. 

THING OF BEAUTY 

It seemed very strange to see to what is to 
all intents and purposes a brand new Ml, as 
my pre 1988/SLR ban rifle was military 


□ FOR 

Finally a UK legal Ml Garand 
Superior shootability 
Good accuracy potential 


□AGAINST 

Limited magazine capacity 
Loading a tad different 


□VERDICT 

A rifleman’s rifle 
Near 100% new build 
Good price 


surplus. Stocks are walnut and made by 
Minelli who are big in the UK as they 
make woodwork for airgun companies the 
likes of Daystate and Air Arms. Obviously 
the barrel is new and un-drilled for a gas 
port and all other components are 
unused with the exception of the gas 
tube which did look surplus. The finish is 
a grey phosphate as the original. It’s 
estimated that over 6.5 million rifles were 
produced overall with a World War 2 unit 
cost of $85 per gun, which back then was 
not cheap. In the 1970s Springfield 
Armoury offered a civilian version 
doubtless to compliment their MIA 
(civilian M14). 

Though all Garand’s were chambered 
in 30-06, after the war the US Navy had 
rifles converted to 7.62 NATO in line with 
the adoption of this calibre by the US and 
other member countries. This was 
achieved by an insert that took up the 
reduced COL in the full length, 06 
chamber, which was then glued and fired 
into position. The reasoning I assume; 
yes we need a 7.62 but why does the 
Navy need to buy new rifles? 
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Visually the Ml is a most pleasing 
design with nice lines and natural 
shootability. It is also a big and heavy gun 
at around 10.5 lbs loaded and 43.5” with 
its 24” barrel. However, it does not feel 
that heavy and balances better than most 
modern heavy barrelled AR15s. 

PING! 

The mechanism uses a twin-lug rotating 
bolt that is actuated by a long, 24” piston/ 
operating rod with a cocking handle on the 
right of the action. Feed is quite involved 
with an integral magazine with a sprung 
lever mechanism leading up to a skeleton 
platform with shuttling round divider plate. 
It is fed by an en-bloc, 8-round clip that 
goes into the magazine and acts as the 
ammo box until all the cartridges are fed 
and fired then automatically ejects with 
the action holding open. It offers the 
aforementioned and distinctive ‘ping’ 
noise when it does, I don’t know why but 
it’s a really pleasing sound! 

On the left of the receiver is a long, 
L-shaped catch (clip latch), which allows 
you to eject the clip and any ammo 
remaining if you want to unload. The 
trigger is a 2-stage unit with about of 
readable take up followed by a surprisingly 
crisp break of 4-5 lbs, again very useable. 
The safety is ‘in-guard’ with a lever at the 
front that is pulled rearwards by the trigger 
finger for SAFE and pushed forward to 
FIRE; most practical. 

Sights are impressive with a fully 
adjustable rear aperture with left and right 
knobs giving, micrometer windage and 
elevation correction. The front is a blade 
set in protective wings atop the gas tube 
ring. An Allan key at the rear allows it to 
be moved laterally for coarse windage, 
once sorted the rear dials could be set to 
zero. In used fine tuning your aim is a 
doddle and compensating for wind too; 
like I said well over engineered for a battle 
rifle. Features like this really endear the 
Ml and later M14 to shooters. 
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point of legality the Ml’s are made in Europe 
to UK-legal, ‘large firearms’ requirements 
using unissued components and therefore 
imported as a Section 1. 

The last time I shot my Ml was in 1989 
the year of the SLR hand-in and I was really 
looking forward to seeing what this new gun 
could do. Rifles will come with 1 x clip, 
spares are still reasonably easy to locate in 
the military surplus and re-enactment 
market. I would advise getting hold of a good 
few, as being 2nd hand and from past 
experience not all work 100% and they are 
easily lost tool Also if you want to dress it up 
like the original a US 1907 leather sling is 


what you need. Neal includes the original 
cleaning kit that fits in the butt trap and is 
looking into slings. 

TESTING 

When the Ml first arrived I only had a mish 
mash of sporting ammo from 150 to 
180-grains, which I used for function testing, 
as we all know a hybrid straight-pull is not 
worth a damn unless you can extract and 
eject the cases easily! Being a Garand I 
decided I needed to feed it what it was 
designed for and contacted Henry Krank & 
Co Ltd as they import Prvi Partizan (PPU) 
ammo who offer a reproduction of the US 


IMPORTED SECT 1 

My tester had a Breda-made receiver 
marked up with a crown and the initials 
FKF (F0rsvarets Krigsmateriel F0rvaltning) 
making it a Danish Ml component. On the 


Rront sight detail, 
as can be seen it’s 
windage-adjustable 
for basic zeroing 


SHOOTING SPORTS-B/IAGAZINE 
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service M2 ball cartridge in its original 
150-grain FMJ loading. The M2 is rated at 
2800 fps with the PPU coming in at an 
average of 2767 fps so near enough! 

Loading the clip is easy as it’s really an 
open-front/top & bottom box magazine, 
just stack them in, making sure the rims 
are touching the rear and the eighth locks 
it all in tight. In military service ammo was 
only issued pre-loaded in 40-round 
bandoliers (5 x 8-round clips)! 

Loading is a bit of an art and you can 
do it two ways. METHOD 1- open the action 
then pull back on the cocking handle to 
take the weight of the spring and insert the 
clip. There are pimples on either side that 
engage with slots in the receiver to align it 
correctly. Still taking the weight push it 
down with your left hand until it clicks then 
let the handle go, which will fly forward to 
chamber the first round. Here it’s best to 
give the handle a smack with your palm to 
ensure the bolt is fully locked. 

METHOD 2 - The quicker/cooler way is 
to open the action and locate the clip as 
before, then support the forend with your 
left hand. Make your right hand into a 
blade and with the edge push back on the 
handle to take the weight, then push the 
clip in with your thumb and smartly bring 
your hand away. It’s quicker and more 
efficient but be warned get it wrong and 
you get ‘Ml thumb’ as in the bolt picks up 


your thumb and tries to load it, need I say 
more? 

If you need to unload a partially loaded 
rifle which is unlikely as chances are you’ll 
just shoot to the PING for the sheer hell of it 
proceed as follows. Place the butt on your 
right thigh, and eject the round in the 
chamber keeping the action open. Then cup 
your left hand over the receiver and press 
the clip latch with your thumb, the clip and 
remaining live rounds will be pushed up and 
out to catch. Coolest of all is catching the 
clip after the last round has fired, if you want 
to show off, but don’t drop it as you’ll look 
like an idiot! 

A BIT STIFF 

Being brand new the main spring was very 
strong and I found it all but impossible to 
load using METHOD 2. My old Ml which was 
obviously run in was never a problem and in 
competition the advantages were obvious. I 
would tentatively suggest taking a coil or two 
off the spring to ease the pressure slightly. 

With that out of the way I ran the gun 
with the heavier bullet weights and it was OK 
with a few hard extractions, which was not 
unexpected for a new rifle. Switching to the 
PPU M2 and rested/supported at 100m the 
Ml was printing some seriously good groups 
for an iron sighter with a maximum spread of 
3”. I had a few more hard extractions but 
after 80 -k rounds the mech was starting to 


run in, a dab of molly grease on the 
locking lugs and bolt run certainly helped. 

I was expecting the cocking handle to 
be a bit small for easy operation, but it 
proved adequate. However, I would say 
that any .30 cal hybrid is a lot more 
physical to operate than a comparable 
223 AR as you are moving more metal 
around. In terms of practicality the Ml will 
always be slower as for example on a 
20-round course of fire you will need to 
reload twice. 

I don’t however see the Ml as a purely 
Practical Rifle or CSR tool as it has its 
limitations, it is however a thing of beauty 
and extreme shootability with good 
accuracy potential. Were this my gun I’d run 
it on either Sierra 168-grain Match Kings or 
Hornady A-MAXs and I reckon it would sing 
and also bring a big grin to my face! 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

■ Name 

Ml Garand 

■ Calibre 

30-06 

■ Action 

hybrid straight-pull 

■ Barrel 

24” 

■ Length 

43.5” 

■ Weight 

10.5 lbs 

■ Sights 

Y 

■ Price 

£1690 

■ Contact 

Suffolk Rifle Co, 01473 730035 


www.suffolkrifle.co.uk 


PPU ammunition Henry Krank & Co Ltd, 


0113 256 9163 
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^enry Krank p^ier omine 

EVERYTHING FOR SHOOTERS AND COLLECTORS www.henrykrank.com 

4^PPU HANDGUN 



AMMUNITIDN 


^A193 

A032 

A203 

A132 

A188 

A399 

A495 

A253 

A211 

A212 

A270 

A134 

A047 

A208 

A084 

A083 

A227 

A161 

A027 

A141 

A400 

A024 

A119 

AG34 

A020 

A362 

A363 

A366 

A035 

A028 

A346 

A345 

A094 

A365 

A066 

A041 

A169 

A143 

A267 

A265 

A384 

A128 

A348 

A351 


22 Hornet SP 45gr 
222 Rem SP 50gr 

222 Rem FMJ BT55gr 

223 Rem SP 55gr 

223 Rem FMJ 6T65gr 
223 Match BT HP69gr NEW 
223 Match 75gr 
22-250 Rem SP 50gr 
22-250 Rem SP 55gr 
22-250 Rem FMJ BT 55gr 
243 Win SP 90gr 
243 Win SPIOOgr 
25-06 Rem PSP lOOgr 
6,5 X 52 Car FMJ BT 139gr 
6,5x55 SP BT139gr 
6,5x55 FMJ BT139gr 
6,5x55 SP RN 156gr 
270 Win SP130gr 
270 Win SP150gr 
7X57 FMJ BT173gr 
7mm ^08 PSP 140gr 
30 Carbine FMJ RN 110gr 
300 WM FMJ 145gr NEW 
308 FMJ BT 145gr 
308 SP150gr 
308 PSP BT165gr 
308 HP BT Match 168gr 
308 FMJ BT175gr 
308 SP180gr 
30-30 FSP150gr 
7,5x54 French FMJ 139gr 
7,5x55 Swiss FMJ BT 174gr 
30-06 FMJ150gr 
30-06 HP BT168gf 
30-06 SP180gr 
7,62 X 39 FMJ123gr 
7,62 X 54 FMJ BT 182gr 
303 British FMJ BT 174gr 
375 H&H Mag 300gr 
376HSiH FMJRN 300grNEW 
8x56 RS ManI FMJ BT 208gr 
8x57 JS SP196gr 
8x57 JS FMJ BT Match 198gr £82.75 
8x57 JS Grom 185gr £83,80 


£50.30 

£50.30 

£50.30 

£50.30 

£50.30 

£65.65 

£65.65 

£62.85 

£62.85 

£62.85 

£62.85 

£65.57 

£68.85 

£68.85 

£62.85 

£62.85 

£62.85 

£62.85 

£62.85 

£62.85 

£68.40 

£52.35 

£76.00 

£63.70 

£62.20 

£62.80 

£75.00 

£62.80 

£62.80 

£62.80 

£68.40 

£68.40 

£68.40 

£68.40 

£68.40 

£58.70 

£68.40 

£77.00 

£171.50 

£171.50 

£76.00 

£62.80 


AMMUNITION 



PPU BULLETS 

riirit 



Priced per 
pack of too 





A298 

A112 

A044 

A033 

A166 

A140 

A446 

A339 

A353 

A222 

A221 

A079 


32 S+W Long 98gr w/c £28. 50 

9mm Luger 115gr FMJ £28.50 

9mm Luger 1 1 6gr TMJ £28.50 

9mm Luger 124gr FMJ £28.50 

9mm Luger 147gr FMJ £28.50 

38 SPL RNFP158gr £28.50 

357 Sig 125grFMJ £42.80 

357 Magnum FPJ 158gr £42.80 

40 Sm 180gr TMJ £42.80 

44 Magnum 180gr FPJ £53.55 

44 Rem Mag FPJ 240gr £53.55 

45ACP FMJ 230gr NEW £42.40 



PPU BRASS 
CASES 


Priced per pack of 100 


C193 22 Hornet £20.30 

C032 222 Remington £24.50 

Cl 32 223 Remington £23.70 

C211 22/250 £33.50 

Cl 34 243 Winchester £35.00 

C062 30-06 NEW £43.60 

C125 303 British £39.00 

C421 338 Lapua Magnum NEW £96.50 

cm 357 Magnum NEW £15.55 

C154 44 Magnum £28.90 

C118 6,5x52Carcano £50.30 

C083 6,5x 55 Swedish £38.60 

C027 270 Winchester £35.60 

C345 7,5 x55 Swiss £43,60 

C030 7,62 x39 £35.00 

C020 308 Winchester £37.00 

C346 7,5x54 French £43.60 

C031 7,62 x54R £40.20 

C128 8mm Mauser £40.20 

C470 7.62 Nagant £43,60 

C483 6.5Grendel £45.30 

C385 6.5x51 Jap £50.30 

C383 7.7 Jap £52.50 

C424 7 .92 X 33 Kurz £50.30 

C417 8 x50 Lebel £67.00 

C384 8 X 56 Mannjicher £52.50 

C413 7.63 {30 Mauser) £26.00 


Priced per pack of 100 


BOOS 22FMJ8T55gr £14.25 

B484 6.5mm FMJ BT 110gr £17.50 

B083 6.5mm FMJ BT 139gr £17.50 

B127 7 FMJ BT 1749r £18.10 

BIOS 7mm 158gr Grom £27.90 

B010 30 FMJ RN llOgr £18.15 

B009 30 FMJeT145gr £18.15 

B007 30 FMJ139gr £18.15 

B099 30 FMJ 150gr £18.15 

B496 308 Match HPBT 168gr £24.20 

B345 30 FMJBT174gr £18.20 

B366 30 FMJ8T175gr £18.20 

B074 7.62mm FMJ 123gr £17.50 

B143 303FMJBT174gr £18.20 

B437 303 FMJ BT 170gr £18.20 

B348 8mm Match FMJ 8T 198gr £24.20 

B351 8mm 185gr Grom £30.50 

B323 30Grom170gr £27.90 

B140 38 158grRNFP £7.50 

B339 38 FPJ158gr £17.30 

B221 44 FPJ 180gr £20.30 

B180 45 FMJ 23Qgr £20.30 


Items tn red ere expending - Caft for more info 



PPU BLANKS.' 


Priced per pack of 100 


BL18 5,56(223} £47.50 

BL22 7,62 X 51 {308} £58.70 

BL2S 7,62x39 (7,62 Russian Short)£58.70 
BL32 7,62x54R (7,62 Russian Long)£5S.70 
BL40 7,92 ( 8 x 57 Mauser) £58.70 
BL50 303 British £58.70 

BL60 30-06 ( 7,62 x 63) £62.90 

BL70 9mm (9x19) Parabelum £30.50 
BL80 38 SPL €30.50 


Abbreviations Explained 


SP - Soft Point 

PSP . Pointed Soft Point 

SPBT . Soft Point Boat Tail 

PSPBT . Pointed Soft Point Boat Tall 

SPRN - Soft Point Round Nose 

FSP. Flat Soft Point 

HPBT • Hollow Point Boat Tall 

FPJ • Flat Point Jacket 

FMJ - Full Metal Jacket 

FMJRN - Full Metal Jacket Round Nose 

FMJBT - Full Metal Jacket Boat Tail 

RNFP - Round Nose Rat Point 


HiLOADIliO POW&ifttV 


Ram shot products are newly manufactured (no mi fitary surplus or 
pull down powders) and feature excellent lot-to-lot consistencies. 
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01132 565 167 


Hawksley Pattern 
Powder Flasks 

Great quality reproduction 
powder flasks in the Hawksley 
Pattern. Includes a 4 setting adjustable 
nozzle. Overall length 197mn^ approx. 

All at one fantastic price! ptain Poiished Brass FSuted Copper Patterned Leather Pattern Copper Shooter Scerre Copper 


Many more flasks 
in stockl Go to 
www.honrykrank.com 


r 1204G 


120SDL 


120SD 


1204GA 


90050 - 50th Anniversary Kit 


Lee Ultimate Die Sets - Choose this die set for n^aximum 
versatility. The set features a Full length^^ssizJng die, Collet Neck 
sizing die. Easy Adjust Dead Length Bullet 
seating die and the Factory Crimp die. Comes ’ ? - 

with shell holder, powder measure and load — ^ / - 

data. Available in multiple calibres listed below. ^ 


Lee Modern Reloading 
2nd Edition by Richard Lee 
A reference book you will 
keep forever. Learn how i j 
you can reload 
arnrnunilion that is more jj 
accurate than factory ■■i 

ammunition on your — « 

Hrst try. tSl 


Production 
Pot -90008 


A set Of Lee dies and this kit is everything you need to 
reload! You get a complete powder handling system, 
with the most convenient and repeatable perfect 
powder measure. Plus the lee safety scale, the most 
sensitive, safest of all powder scales. 


Lee lead 
melting pot 


www.henrykranh.Qqm 


www.henrykranh.CDm 


MTMSGRSO Slioulder-Gard 

b iii i iMMf ii M^ rest. With 4-point, ftexsbte base, 
designed to ease the shoulder punishment 
of powerful magnum rifles. 


High quality large calibre hunting rifle in 
375 HSiH ‘ 4 shot magazine. Spearpoinl i 
Holland & Holland barrel. Fitted with i 
Holland & Holland quick detachable scope 
mounts and 4 x scope. Barrel length 24". 

Weight approx 4.1kg. Oak and leather case 
with oil bottle. Parker Hale brass cleaning 
rod plus 4 attachments. Silent Rigby leather sling included. 


“I MTMFRR30 MTM Front Rifle Rest 

L non-marring, special rubber shooting pad - 
^ sup po rts nearly a n y s ha pe stock or barrel . 
W-j precision dialed adjustments - offers 
SF 1 3 inches of vertical travel for psfSn 
pin-poi nt accu racy. K££&£l 

MTMKSR30 MTM K Zone Shooting*Rest * 

Lightweight fully adjustable rest. It can be used 
as a front rifle rest or handgun rest, is 
quick and easy to adjust bench rest style 
jJPfmand wheel elevation system, its 4 smooth 
^ubber feet provide a wide slip- ■VfVn 
free stance on any shooting bench. KUfiiUI 


Product Code 
2400 


yir^arTn Hcense fe r$quir&d 


Available as a firearm and as 
a deactivated model. License 
is required for Rrearm. 


Rsinin^tOll Remington Shot Saver 

^ Bench Rest 

Stable cast iron base. Threaded elevation adjusts 
up to 8 inches. Screw type pointed anchor pins are 
removable. Removable anchor screws under legs. 


Product Code: 


‘fkearm license 

required HHHHI 

0x57 IS calibre. Exact in every detail to the original Mauser 1698. Shooting 
certificate included. Walnut stock. Barrel length 75cm. overall length 125cm. 
Weight approx 4 1kg. 


TOP2- 

Topshot Electronic 
Case Tumbler 

The inner volume of the 
bowl is 3.5LI app. 1 Gallon. 
Capacity of the bowl is 
approximately 600 cases 
in 9mm 


3699E- 

Tumble Media 5kg 
Tumble Media 5kg - 
crushed walnut shell 
tumble media. 


ipPSff^r 


Product Code: 
2340N 


U3A53S 

Pedersoli Turbo Gun Cleaner 

The vrorking pressure is 3,5 bar 
Healer boiler dimensions , 
290x270x210H mm; 
weight 6 kilos, cable 2 meters. 


*firearfn licence is required 


New production .22LR bolt action rifle. 5 shot magazine. 
Overall length 96cm Weight 3.4 kg 


Gimo - 

£10 Gift Voucher 


Gift Vouchers 


For USB on in store S tolephonB orders. 
Valid for 12 months from dale of purchase. 


The BMlletsmiths* 


GIFT20 - 

£20 Gift Voucher 


A Great Gift for the enthusiastic shooter 

SI sales@henrykrank,com 


Sign up for the Henry Krank Newsletter on-line for updates, 
special offers and reviews on all your favourite shooting products! 


KrSir^f S Cc ne-seri^e ihs right to change any offers / prices without any prior noiice. Phces am cofreet et 
time of print. P+PiA.OOon sfarrdartf ^f^s. £25 P*PoftsH OKpipsrvps ilems.Pfice£ afjpfr to UH Mssniancf. 
Brtra ci/isnges mey appty for nan ^arwterd postcodes. Sntemgjiormf shipping svaHebio, caif or email fordatsHs. 


AVAILABLE ONLINE 


£ 1249.00 


Cal 

111 

)0l 

rdei 


rr\ 01132 569 163 
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Pete Moore 

looks at a more 
conventional 
specification 
scope from the 
boys from the Tyrol 
but with a twist 


Unlike most modern scopes the Z4i offers the 
option of illumination or not in the package 

top end magnification, to me it’s an ideal 
spec for general deer shooting! What is very 
different however is the method of 
illumination, which takes the form of a 
screw-on module, not dissimilar to what 
Kahles offered a good few years ago. I will 
come back to this later. 


The Z4 offers 
a standard x4 
zoom range, 
which is more 
than enough 
for most uses 


T hough a household word amongst 
shooters and hunters for many years, 
top quality binoculars and spotting 
scopes aside Swarovski’s biggest 
contribution to optical development must be 
their Z6/Z6i series of rifle scopes. With what 
is known as a 6 x zoom range it allows for a 
wider magnification spread and in doing so 
offers an optic that can do more than one 
job successfully. For example their 1.7- 
10x42 offers a reasonably traditional higher 
end up to xlO, but also can be set as low as 
just xl.7 meaning you could use it with 
equal success on short range driven hunts 
as well as winding it right up for mid/longer 
range shooting. 


DO YOU REALLY NEED IT? 

I have two Z6s the aforementioned 1.7- 
10x42 and the larger 2.5-15x56 with ballistic 
turret, of the two the former gets more use 
across its magnification range than 
the latter. It occurred to me that 
here in the UK we hunters 
tend to march to the beat 
of a different drum 


when compared to our European 
counterparts. Probably why a specification of 
around 3-9 x40 to 3-12 x 50 is most popular 
with very little need for a lower magnification 
as we don’t do driven! 

These two specifications are based 
around the more normal 4 x zoom range, 
which has done well for many years and will 
continue to do so for many more to come. 
Swarovski doubtless with that in mind offer 
their Z4i range in three options: 1.25-4x24, 
2.5-10x56 and 3-12x50 (on test). Of these 
my choice would be the 2.5-10x56 as I prize 
a 56mm objective more than a slightly higher 


TECH SPEC 

The build is familiar with a one-piece, round, 
30mm body tube, it’s of average dimensions 
at 13.5” long and weighing 18.3oz. They 
also offer their Swarovski Rail (SR) fitment, 
which is far more popular in Europe, though 
very strong. There’s a fast-focus eyepiece 
and a ridged rubber magnification ring with 
an integral raised blade for fast operation. 
Turrets are reasonably standard being low 
hunter-types under screw-off caps - ‘set & 
forget’ as I term them! Click values are 1cm 




□ FOR 

: QAGAINST 

: QVERDICT 

Usual top quality product 

: Illumination model makes 

: Good general use scope 


: elevation turret a bit high 

: Superb optics and performance 
: Removable illumination 

: bit of a Marmite feature 


Swarovski 
Z4i 3-12x50 
just a tad 
different 
in terms of 
illumination 




@ 100m/. 36” @ 100 yards, with 34-clicks 
per rotation and 3.5 rotations top to bottom 
and side to side. This gives a ball park 
movement of 42” @ 100 yards, which is 
what you might expect from a European 
hunting optic. Turret rims can be lifted and 
disengaged to set a ZERO position. 

The windage cap has a screw-off top 
compartment that holds a spare battery for 
the rheostat. Where the Z4i really differs is 
in its method of illumination! As opposed to 
a left side of saddle position that most 
makes go for, or the integral fitment with 
pressure pads in the eye bell section of the 
Z6i it uses a module that screws on to the 
elevation turret. 

When you remove the turret cap you will 
see inside a metal connection disc. The 



■ Name 

Swarovski Z4i 3-12x50 

■ Exit pupil diameter (mm) 

131-4.2 

■ Eye relief 

90 

■ Field of view (ft/ 100 yds/ m/ 100m) 

33-10.5/11-3.5 

■ Field of view (degrees) 

6.3-2 

■dioptric compensation (dpt) 

-3 to +2 

■ Light transmission 

93% 

■ Twilight factor 

9-25 

■ Click values 

1cm @ 100m/.36”@ 100 yards 

■ Rotations 

3.5 

■ Length 

13.54” 

■ Weight 

18.30Z 

■ Price 

£1,630 

■ Contact 

Swarovski UK Limited, 

-^44 (0) 1737 856812, 
www.swarovskioptik.com 


rheostat screws onto this and makes a 
contact so providing both power and 
adjustment. Operation is simple - pull up the 
rubber-covered sides of the drum to turn it 
on then rotate it clockwise {+) to increase 
the brightness or anti-clockwise (-) to 
decrease it. Pushing it down switches off! 

DIFFERENT APPROACH 

It is a rather different approach in some 
ways and as I said similar in principle to a 
Kahles 1.5-6x24 scope a friend of mine has. 
His was 20-years old and the illumination 
was not by an electric contact but by a light 
in the turret shining down. I suppose the 
advantage is that you do not have to have 
the module fitted unless you want to. 
Conversely if you want it and it’s not on you 


have to fit it! On reflection I feel that an 
integral system is preferable. 

Swarovski offer a choice of two 
reticules, both in this second focal plane 
system. First the more basic 4A-1 which is 
a generic #4 style, three thick outer bars at 
3, 6 and 9 o’clock with a thin inner cross 
coming down from 12 o’clock. Only the 
centre is illuminated. I have always found 
this a useful, across the board pattern! A 
little more detailed is the 4A-300-1, which 
is a more open version of the latter with a 
wider centre cross and three range bars 
below on the 6 o’clock inner vertical. These 
can be set up in conjunction with their 
ballistic resource (on line) that provides 
zero/drop points for both factory ammo 
and reloads. 



Detail of illumination contact in the turret 



Note the size and height of the illumination turret 


AS EXPECTED 

In use the quality I expect from any 
Swarovski optic was there; superb clarity, 
colour definition and low light capability. 
No complaints at all! The illumination 
control is flexible and also seamless and 
easy to use; however I do not like its 12 
o’clock positioning. But in retrospect it 
makes manufacture easier as you do not 
have to have two different models - lit or 
unlit, so no extra machining process or 
material used. 








Pete Moore finds an unexpected and unusual bargain in Ruger’s only lever-action rifle 


I have a stock of common calibre rifles for 
ammo testing and other uses, but up 
until a month ago I did not have a 22 
Magnum (Winchester Magnum Rimfire) and 
had been thinking about adding one. Quite 
by chance I met an old game keeper who 
was retiring and getting rid of his rifles, one 
of which was a Ruger 96/22 M (22 
Magnum). 

LEVER-ACTION LOVE AFFAIR 

There’s little doubt that the Americans are 
in love with lever-action rifles with 
Winchester and Marlin being the two major 
players. They are popular in pistol calibres 
like 38/357 Magnum, 45 Colt or 44 
Magnum and good, close range, brush 
hunting tools for deer and feral pig. Ruger 
decided to get into this lucrative market 
with a lever-gun of their own. 



The 22 WMR is a potent rimfire here we see it 
in Hornady’s 30-grain V-MAX loading, note the 
9-shot rotary box mag common to Ruger 17HIVIR 
and 22WMR bolt guns 


However, typical of them, they decided to 
do it their way and came up with the Model 
96. Looking like a 10/22 major differences 
were the more curved rear of the receiver, 
internal hammer and the obvious lever 
system. Offered in 44 Magnum and three 
rimfire chamberings - 22 LR, 22 WMR and 
17 HMR they used the same rotary 
magazines as the bolt-action and semi-auto 
Ruger’s in these calibres. The only exception 
was the 4-shot clip of the 96/44, which was 
not the same as their bolt-action 77/44. 

Anyone familiar with a 10/22 would have 
no problems operating the 96 as the cross 
bolt safety is at the front of the trigger guard 
with a similar though longer, push-up mag 
release at the rear of the well. Iron sights 
are identical with a fold-down rear U-notch 
and a windage-only blade up front. My 
example was not threaded, which would 
require the front sight to be removed and 
the boss turned down. Two slight differences 
are a cocked action indicator pin at the rear 
of the curved receiver and the usual, small 
V 2 ” scope rail that does not use the same 
screw spacing as the 10/22 (annoying). The 
44 was better as it had an all-steel receiver, 
logical really, complete with an integral rib 
that accepts Ruger’s dedicated scope 
bases. 

SHORT BEECH 

The beech stock shows a very short length 
of pull (LOP) and the familiar shiny plastic 



Lever and safety catch detail, the action is 
slick and easy to use 


butt plate. I paid the princely sum of £125 
for my example and it was in reasonable 
condition and came fitted with an old Pecar 
scope. The previous owner had bodged a 
butt extension with green tape and an old 
leather, slip-on pad. As luck would have it I 
had a proper. Mini 14 rubber butt 
extension, which solves the LOP and 
slippery feel problems. 

The 22 Magnum version feeds from the 
same, 9-shot magazine as Ruger’s 77/17 
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Due to the curved receiver 
the scope base is very 
short and offers little eye 
relief adjustment 




uses a pull-down bolt not dissimilar to 
the old Savage 99C centrefire lever-action. 
The bolt locks at the rear with a steel 
insert into the aluminium receiver. The 
operation is smooth and reliable, but the 
trigger is heavy! I’d say a minimum of 6 lbs 
and a graunchy pull and break at that. 
There’s not a lot you can do apart from 
take it to a gunsmith as none of the 
10/22 or 77/22 drop-in trigger kits will fit, 
nor will any of the extended mag catches. 
Another strange anomaly is the fact the 
mag catch will not work unless the 
lever-action is slightly opened. 

LONG GONE 

Overall the 96/22M is a handy rifle with 
its 18.5” barrel and 37.25” length at an 
easy 5.25 lbs. In terms of lever-actions it 
was quite a step forward with its 
detachable magazine over the more 
traditional Winchester 94 and Marlin 1894 
tube-mag designs. It was produced from 
1996 to 2009 and was not overly 
successful. 


I think where Ruger fell down was in not 
offering it in other centrefire calibres like 
357 Magnum or 45 Colt. Equally the low, 
4-round magazine capacity of the 44 
Magnum version did not help, I assume 
they only saw it as a hunting carbine. Their 
thinking probably based on their successful 
Deerfield autoloading carbine in 44 
Magnum. In 357 with say a 10-shot clip 
the 96 could have been quite the thing 


and would have gone down well in the UK 
post the handgun ban. In 22 Long Rifle it 
could also accept the 25-round banana 
mags like the Butler Creek or later Ruger 
BX25. 

Overall a better mousetrap that was way 
ahead of its time in some ways, but one 
that was not properly thought through, with 
ease of production outweighing proper 
product research. 





Competition Rifie Stocks 




Tacticai Rifie Stocks 



Every McMillan stock 
features precision 
accuracy built with 
the toughness of a tank. 

What's more, McMillan 
offers more styles, more 
colours, more options 
and more customisations 
than any other manufacturer. So you can set up 
your custom rifle exactly the way you want. 

Never accept second place. Put a McMillan stock in your 
hands and feel the difference that quality can make. 


Benchrest Rifle Stocks 


Distributed 


Jachson mfUs 


Glenswinton, Parton, Castle Douglas DG7 3NL, United Kingdom 
Tel: -h 44 (0) 1644 470223. Fax: -h 44 (0) 1644 470227 
www.jacksonrifles.com 


JACKSON RIFLES IS A TRADE MARK OF FORGE CONSULTING LTD, REGISTERED FIREARMS DEALER 108 (DUMFRIES Sr GALLOWAY) 
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Pete Moore looks at a new version of an old design that has morphed 
from a versatile field gun into a modern youth rifle 


^ & 

of 

■ suppose these days we tend to 
associate combination (shotgun/rifie) 
guns with the European market and not 
with the USA! However there’s a notabie 
exception the Savage Model 24, which was 
an outgrowth of the original Stevens 
22-410, which took the form of a traditional 
looking break-barrel, over & under (0/U) 
shotgun layout with the top tube in 22 LR 
and the lower in .410. This was back in 
1938 and as well as its sporting use the US 
Army Air Force ordered 1500 with synthetic 
(Tenite) stocks as aircrew survival rifles. 

By 1950 Stevens had discontinued the 
22-410, but it was picked up by Savage 
Arms and revamped and packaged as the 
Model 24 in a surprising number of calibres 
- .410, 20 and 12-gauge shotgun and 22 
LR, 22WMR, 30-30 Win, 357 magnum, 22 
Hornet, 222 and 223 Rem and 357 
Maximum rifled. The rifle featured 24” - 


barrels and both wood and synthetic stock 
options along with an external, selectable 
firing pin hammer and top lever opening 
system. There was even a deluxe version 
with a case-hardened action, good walnut 
furniture and a scope rail along with the 
standard iron sights. Plus a camo/ 
synthetic turkey gun (Model 24 F) with 
three interchangeable choke tubes, a 
survival gun with an integral compass and 
on-gun storage along the light and 
compact 20” Camper’s Companion. As can 
be seen Savage made the most of the 
Model 24 and production lasted for 
60-years - 1950 to 2010. 

YOUTH MARKET 

From a utilitarian view point a combination 
gun in the right calibres can be a useful, 
do-it-all game getter. I think I’d go with a 
20-gauge/223 Rem if I was shopping in 


that area, as I could also include rifled slug 
to give me a bigger game capacity. I have 
seen Model 24s before and have to say they 
are quite nice, but surprising was the 
information from importers Edgar Brothers 
Ltd, that Savage have once again re-thought 
the combo gun concept with their new 
Model 42. 

The gun that turned up was a far cry 
from the wood and blued Model 24 and if 
anything was surprisingly small making me 
think it was aimed at the youth market in 
the USA. This is an area where many US 
manufacturers concentrate on as if you 
catch them at the right age they will be 
shooters forever. The Americans even have 
a group that administers this. Called The 
Youth Shooting Sports Alliance (YSSA) it 
introduces young people to the pleasures 
and responsibilities of shooting. They say: 

“it is our most important task in ensuring 
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1 think I’d go with a 20-gauge/223 
Rem if I was shopping in that area” 


that our shooting and hunting traditions 
remain intact.” You’li get no arguments 
from me on that one! The YSSA site provides 
a directory for youth shooting sports 
programs across the country. http://www. 
youthshootingsa.com/ 

SUM JIM 

When compared to the impressive choice of 
calibres and model options of the old IVI24 
the new IVI42 is far more Spartan in both 
looks, materials and options. You have two 
options either 22 LR or 22 WMR rifled 
barrels but in both cases a .410 tube 
underneath. Obviously the LR chambering 
will also accept Short and Long cartridges 
too. The furniture is a moulded polymer with 
the choice of black or black! As a flourish 
Savage have gone mad with the red line 
detail! Truth is for what is highly traditional 
design it looks rather good if a trifle hi-tech. 
It is however tiny, as perhaps befits a youth 
model, with short 20” barrels and the 
slimmest stock I have ever seen. However, 
I’m a hulking 6ft 2” yet it fits surprisingly 
well and does not feel cramped. 

The butt shows a 13.5 length of pull 
(LOP) with a thick rubber recoil pad. The 
pistol grip is long and raked with cast-in 


grooves with texturing inbetween. As 
befits a US shotgun the comb is very low 
and places the head nicely for the iron 
sights - more of them later. The forend is 
flat like a board and features an angled 
underside with deep finger grooves. QD 
sling studs are fitted fore and aft. 

Most unusual is the fact the barrels 
appear to be cast into the forend and 
the monobloc is high strength aluminium 
alloy. As you might expect the action is 
extract-only with the empties being 
pulled clear by your fingers. The 
extractor is also manual and consists of 
a long, polymer, U-shaped plate that fits 
around the sides of the monoblock, the 
sides are slotted to allow you to pull it 
back about to start the process. In 
its centre is a sprung steel V-plate 
configured in size for the cartridge rims. 

WHAT NO GLASS? 

The barrels are retained and stabilised at 
the muzzle by an angled Fig-8 clamp that 
also mounts a thick, fixed blade foresight. 
The .410 tube is Improved Cylinder bored 
judging by the patterns it throws, also to 
allow the use of slug ammo, which in 
terms of energy will equate to around a 


Barrels are retained 



38 +P or 357 Magnum pistol cartridge. 

Atop the monoblock is the rear sight, this 
offers a small U-notch and limited elevation 
and windage adjustment. Primitive but 
good enough to zero up to 50-yards. 

However, Savage have made bit of a 
mistake as the notch is too near the eye 
and is not crisp or defined; an aperture 
would have been better. One thing very 
much missing is any way to mount an 
optic, given the moulded forend; surely an 
integral Weaver base would have not been 
a problem? 

Controls consist of an external, 
manually cocked, rebounding hammer with ^ 



Detail of the 0/U 
22 LR/.410 barrel 
arrangement. Savage 
also offers the 
option of the more 
powerfui 22WIVIR 


Unusually the barrels 
are moulded into the 
forend, pity they did 
not think to include a 
Weaver base... 
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□ FOR 

: QAGAINST 

□VERDICT 

Light and handy 

: Basic sights = limited range : 

Tough and practical 

Good basic field tool or 

: No scope base : 

Limited calibre choice 

starter gun 


Bit pricey for what it is 




The rear sight is primitive but adjustable, 
however the U-notch would be better positioned 
further down the barrel for more clarity 


^ a hinged firing pin that aiiows you to 
seiect top or bottom barrei by simpiy 
moving it up or down. The safety is most 
practicai and consists of a iarge, cross- 
boit piunger iocated under the hammer on 
the wrist, it pushed right to ieft to FiRE . 
(red ring showing) and reverses for SAFE. 
The safety simpiy biocks the hammer 
movement and SAFE or FiRE the trigger 
operates and it faiis. The opening iever is 
iocated in front of the trigger guard and 
puiis back to uniock the action, which wiii 
faii open. 

UTILITARIAN 

Though a basic design the Modei 42 was 
growing on me and i couid see that it 
wouid make a cute iittie youth gun given 
it offers both rifie and shotgun abiiities. 
Aiso a good iittie design for the ciose 
range hunter or even pest controiier for 
certain uses! Edgars suppiied some 
Fiocchi HV 22 LR ammo aiong with some 
rather meaty Nobei Sportitaiia 19-gram, 
#5, 3’’ .410 sheiis. 

Starting off at 50-yards the 22 tube 
was shooting about 1-2”, pretty good 
given the heavy trigger and mediocre 
sighting system! So a definite rabbit 
getter given you are happy with body 
shots, as can be seen a iow power scope 


or even red dot wouid improve things no 
end. Much past 50 the iimitations of the 
irons become painfuiiy apparent, i was 
abie to hit a Birchwood Casey, Ground 
Strike jacks target out to 75-yards but not 
consistentiy. 

BONE BREAKERS 

in .410 mode i tested at 20-yards and the 
42 threw a dense and surprisingiy 
consistent pattern. That 3” #5 ioad wouid 
be a reai bone breaker too! i found you 
tend to use the irons without thinking and 
if you do the gun shoots iow, so you need 
to be aware of this and probabiy aim about 
2 ” higher to compensate. One thing that 
you must be aware of is what barrei you 
have seiected. in 22 the iarge/rounded 


firing pin is cieariy seen, in shotgun mode 
it’s tipped down and the smaii, grooved 
seiector is in evidence. 

The .410 ammo was pretty hot as a 
coupie of times the primer was pierced and 
extraction proved stiff in this case, recoii 
though easy was certainiy noticeabie. Like 
any manuaiiy-operated gun you soon get 
used to the way to do things. Shoot, open 
the action and pump back on the ejector 
piate then pick the case from the 
chambers. 

Given the iimited range due to the basic 
iron sights the 22WMR version’s power and 
range potentiai might be a bit wasted. 
Though just supposition it occurred that a 
UK version wouid be good. Thread the rifie 
barrei for a moddy, add on a Weaver base 
then fit an extended 24” shotgun tube to 
suit. Yes I know the Yanks wouid never do 
it, but it wouid make the Modei 42 far more 
marketabie, as wouid more caiibre choice 
as with the oider Modei 24. 

However, for what it is i rather iike this 
quirky yet practicai iittie combination! 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

■ Name: 

Savage Model 42 

■ Type: 

break-barrel, combination 
shotgun/ rifle 

■ Calibres: 

22 LR/.410or22WMR/ 

.410 (3” chamber) 

■ Barrels: 

20” (shotgun Improved Cylinder) 

■ Stock: 

black polymer 

■ Sight: 

Y 

■ Length: 

35.75” 

■ Weight: 

4lbs lloz 

■ Price: 

£673 

■ Contact: 

Edgar Brothers Ltd, 01625 613177 
(nearest stockist) 
www.savagearms.com 
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EDGAR 

BROTHERS 



CALM 


AND 



The process of [oading firearm cartridges or shotgun shells by assembling the individual 
components versus over the counter factory-loaded ammunition has never been more 
popular. With increasing shortages of ammunition, coupled with potentially significant 
savings, shooters across the country are turning to the hobby not just for the promise of 
increased accuracy or the simple satisfaction associated with producing home loaded 
ammunition from your own fair hands, but for practical reasons too. Edgar Brothers distribute 
some of the UK's most popular reloading brands nationally including Alliant, Fiocchi, 
Frankford Arsenal, Hodgdon, Hornady, I MR, Winchester and SEiB. 



f 


EDGAR 

BROTHERS 

SHOGTiNG SPORTS 


To request a BROCHURE or find your LOCAL STOCKIST Jet 0T62S 613177 Email: ssdPedgarbrothersxom 


Follow Edgar Brothers... 


www.shootcngsports.edgarbrothers.com 
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BRUGGER 
& THOMET 
MODERATORS 

Prices from 
SD-988001 - 

£80 

SD-988166 - 

£264 

SD-988167 - 

£285 

SD-988168 - 

£299 

CONTACT: 
Viking Arms Ltd, 
01423 780810 
(nearest stockist) 


□ FOR 

Good build, 

effective 

moderation 

□AGAINST 

No reflex option 

□VERDICT 

Quality product 
Should last 
a longtime 


Sporting Life 

Pete Moore checks out the latest sport-orientated fullbore and 
rimfire suppressors from the land of chocolate and cuckoo clocks 


B &T (Brugger & Thomet) is a 
Swiss company specialising 
in firearms, accessories and 
solutions to specific customer 
problems/requirements. One of 
these areas is sound suppressors 
and for 23-years they have been 
supplying moderators to most of 
Europe’s small arms producers, 
police agencies and NATO 
militaries. Importers Viking Arms 
Ltd supplied me some examples of 
their work in the past and they 
proved effective at what they did, 
but the all-steel versions I used 
were very heavy and we sporting 
consumers have very specific needs 
in this area. Put simply if it weighs 
much more than lib people tend to 
lose interest. 

ENTER THE TIGER 



With this in mind B&T doubtless 
realised that A - there’s a big 
potential market out there and B 
- they needed to produce 
something that conformed to 
sporting shooters needs. Called the 
Tiger it is a muzzle-mounted design 
available in three fullbore (Light 
Hunting) and one rimfire (.22 
Suppressor) options. Precision 
made from top quality materials 
B&T do not give ‘lives’ for these 
items but reckon they should last 
as long as the rifle that uses them. 

I have to say that B&T were not 
that forthcoming with build or 
material specifications and as the 
Tigers do not appear to be 
strippable I shall report on what I 
can see. We are told they are made 
of anodised aluminium and inside 
they look to be baffle less or have 
very few, along with what look like 
transfer ports into an outer 
chamber, which would account for 
the low weight. Typically they are 
rated in calibre groups as follows: 


Thread conversion is simple as specific, screw-in bushes are available for most forms, 
the 22 can however is a fixed x 20 UNF only! 


“If It weighs much 
more than lib people 
tend to lose Interest” 

With the exception of the Rimfire, 
which has a fixed V 2 x 20 UNF thread 
in common with near all 22 rifles, 
the centrefires all use a removable, 
threaded bush allowing conversion 
from barrel to barrel by replacing it. 
The SD-988166 (5.5 - 6.5mm) 
also offers a V 2 x 28 UNEF pitch as 
well as metric, it seems to be the 
case of they 
will make what 
is required! 

For test I 
was sent the 
SD-988167, 7 
- 8.2mm, which 
came with a 


15mm thread, not having anything 
cut for that one Viking supplied a V 2 
X 20 UNF adaptor nut which is 
simple to replace. Which I shot on 
both 243 Win and 6.5 Creedmoor 
barrels and it proved highly effective 
giving a flat report and was perfectly 
acceptable on the ear. At under 
12oz it proved reasonably handy 
though was maybe a tad long 
compared to some other makes. 
Prices look a bit above average in 
some case but B&T have never 
been that cheap. Pro rata it’s the 
Rimfire that comes up most 
expensive compared to the 
opposition. The one that appeals 
most to me is the 5.6- 

6.5mm SD-988166. 


{ TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS } 


Model# 

SD-988166 


Length 

157mm 


Diameter Weight 
40mm 276g/9.7oz 


Caiibre group 
5.5 to 6.5mm 


SD-988167 

SD-988168 


198mm 

221mm 


40mm 

40mm 


SD-998001 152mm 30mm 


338g/11.9oz 

377g/11.8oz 


7 to 8.2mm 
8.5 to 9.4mm 



Noise Reduction 
25.5db 


25.6(lb 

26.4db 


101g/3.5oz Rimfire 


27-29db 


New from B&T the Light 
Hunting, muzzle-mounted can, 
this one is in 7 - 8.2mm range 
and weighs a pleasing 11.9oz 
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AMERICAN ALL WEATHER 



THE 100% AMERICAN MADE ROGER 
AMERICAN RIFLE^ IS ANOTHER 
ENGINEERING INNOVATION FROM 
THE USA^S LEADING FIREARMS 
MANUFACTURER, 

The Ruger American Rifle"' combines the rugged 
reliability of Ruger's past with the award winning 
ingenuity featured in so many of Ruger's new products. 

Appealing to all bolt-action enthusiasts - whether young 
or old, novice or experienced, the Roger American 
comes in a variety of choices including CENTREFIRE 
or RIMFIRE. 

in addition, these bolt-action rifles contain all the value- 
added characteristics of Roger rifles: Roger Marksman 
Adjustable Trigger, easy to operate tang safety and 
power bedding blocks for outstanding accuracy. 

RUGER AMERICAN - THE BIRTH OF A LEGEND 

SRP from: £410.00 



VIKING ARMS 

SPORTING 



RUGER IS DISTRIBUTED IN THE U.K. BY VIKING ARMS LTD. 


Tel: 01423 780810 | Email: fnfo@vj king arms, com 1 wwwwl kingarms.com 


SS01. 15/62/d 



[ FIREARMS ] 



Pete Moore considers Sauer timber- 
stocked 101 in the cold light of day 


OOTING SPO 






Sauer 202; similarities and differences 
to the 101 can be easily spotted with 
good and bad features on each side 



I t was 2013 when Sauer announced its 
latest product the 101 bolt-action rifle 
and I tested the synthetic stocked 
version the 101 Classic XT. About a year 
later I have the wood stocked option - the 
Classic in standard, grade 1 walnut. Though 
a good design the 101 is more an entry 
level product so fancy timber engraving etc. 
are not options, but the use of alternative 
materials and even build methods to keep 
quality and ability up but costs down 
certainly are. The thinking behind this policy 
is perhaps to make you get on board with 
this prestigious European brand as their 
202 is a legendry and popular design. 

WOULD I, WOULDN’T I? 

Here in the UK the name and price will 
certainly drag you in, as the 101 is a 
shooter and cost effective one too for its 
pedigree. However, if I was buying one then 
I do not think I would bother moving up to 
the more expensive 202 as some of the 
features offered on the 101 are better 
- higher capacity double-stack magazine 
and larger ejection port. Plus I have never 
been a fan of the former design, though 
know it to be a quality rifle, it just does not 
float my boat! 

With both wood and synthetic stock 
choices the 101 is available in the 
following calibres and options - Standard 
(22”) barrel - 22-250 Rem, 243/308/270 
Win, 6.5x55 SE, 7x64, 30-06 Springfield, 


8x57 IS and 9.3x62. Magnum - (24.5”) 
barrel - 7 mm Rem Mag, 300 and 338 Win 
Mag, capacity differs being 5 and 4 
accordingly. At 42 and 44” long and 6.725 
lbs or 6.94 lbs accordingly the 101 is a 
good looking and feeling rifle. However, I 
would say that the 22” Standard tube is a 
bit short for some of the meatier 
cartridges like 270 Win, 30-06 etc.! 

SCALES OF ECONOMY 

Closer inspection shows where Sauer have 
re-thought the basic design to doubtless 
make it easier and cheaper to produce. 

The polymer magazine is more cost- 
effective and the plastic bolt handle 
probably saves steel and machining. 
Though not instantly obvious the biggest 
departure from what is a proven recipe is 
how the barrel is retained. Traditionally the 
barrel’s chase (parallel chamber section) 
is threaded as is the receiver and these 
two components are screwed together. 

Sauer use what they call ‘a tension- 
free HEAT LOCK process’. This involves 
the chase being an interference fit 
(marginally larger than the receiver socket) 
here the front of the action is heated and 
the barrel forced in. When the metal cools 
and shrinks it grips the tube solidly, an anti 
rotation pin is then fitted to maintain the 
position. Being picky you could argue that 
once the barrel is shot out it cannot be 
replaced. True but given the quality of 
Sauer barrels in general which is very high, 
chances are you will never shoot it out 
with normal use. Bearing in mind it’s a 
hunting rifle. 




Detail of Sauer’s alternative approach to 
fitting a barrei the HEAT LOCK process, 
essentially it’s a shrink to fit system 


Bolt lift is an easy 60° so no problem with scope 
mounting, note the DURA SAFE safety and SAFE 
OPENER bolt opening catch 

To save using a traditional, fixed recoil 
lug something called EVER REST bedding 
replaces this approach. Here a large square 
alloy recoil block is bedded into the front of 
the stock’s action void. Pins in the underside 
of the receiver mate with holes in the block 
with the forward screw passing up through it. 

As before it’s then bolted front and rear. 

LOOKS FAMILIAR 

There’s little denying that the 101 follows 
the 202 in basic action shape, though the 
ejection port is larger, equally the bolt looks 
similar. It’s here however things change, the 
aforementioned polymer knob is obvious, 
new is the (SAFE OPENER) which allows the 
action to be opened when cocked and on 
SAFE. The DURA SAFE safety at first glance 
could be mistaken for a Blaser-type 
de-cocker as it’s positioned on the angled 
rear of the shroud. It is however a traditional 
ON/OFF system. It pushes up to FIRE and 
reverse for SAFE, in this position the inset 
button on the catch must be pressed to free 
it. The bolt uses 6-lugs with a swept back 
handle giving a 60° lift angle. The head 
shows twin, plunger-type ejectors, so getting 
the empty out is not an issue! Typical Sauer 
it runs smooth and slick to offer a positive 
action stroke. 

The barrel is button rifled and we are told 
by Sauer that it’s a match grade tube, my 
tester was a 22” Standard in 308 Win. It 
shows what I would term a light/medium 
profile and comes threaded 14xlmm (no 
spigot) from Garlands. Whether wood or 
polymer the ambidextrous stock is identical 
with its higher/straighter comb when 
compared to a 202, length of pull is a 
generous 14.5” and at the rear is a decent 
rubber recoil pad! The mag release is 
located at the front of the well and the clip 
falls free easily. From factory the trigger is 
set at a surprisingly light 2 lbs, I appreciated ► 
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Note the Sauer 202-style 
action, but the ejection 
port is iarger and the 
magazine system better 
(pic Max hunt) 



► this but if you are not used to something that 
light get to know it first! 

Sensibly the 101 will accept Remington 
700 bases - smart move there I reckon? 
Having recently picked up Minox Optics as a 
brand Garlands fitted their ZA 5 HD 2-10x50 
scope with 30mm tube, which is very much 
an ideal hunting spec! The wood stock only 
offers grade 1 timber with chequering on grip 
and forend, which is OK but nothing special, 
then again it is what it is and does the job. 
My tester had obviously done the rounds as 
the wood was very care worn being chipped, 
dented and scratched. Another reason to 
pick the Classic XT (synthetic) furniture - plus 
its £200 cheaper too. If you appreciate good 
wood then the Classic is not for you! 

SHOOTER? YOU BET 

No real complaints on shootability, one niggle 
though as I do not like the safety! It’s a tad 
high and causes you to break your firing hand 

The all-polymer magazine offers 
a 5-round payload in Standard 



position a bit to operate it, plus the extra 
button push to release it up to FIRE is not 
conducive with instinctive operation. I do like 
the ability to have it cocked/SAFE and a 
press of the SAFE OPENER allows a no 
worries unload. At the end of the day it’s 
useable and in most cases not an issue. 

The mag is nice with a generous 5-shots 
in Standard calibres and offers reliable feed 
and fast changes. The trigger was great and 
really suited me; equally the action is 
smooth and slick with no feed or ejection 
issues. Like the Classic XT I tested last year 
the 101 Classic shot acceptably with a cross 
section of weights and types. The standard 
150-grainers were printing 1 ”+ but moving 
up to 168-grains and above seemed to suit it 
better. Dropping to an inch and better, so 
again more than acceptable. 

Having now tested both wood and 
synthetic versions of the Sauer 101, for me 
there’s only one choice and that’s the 
Classic XT! I will always favour synthetics 
over timber due to their inherent practicality 
and toughness. I also feel that with the 
larger Standard calibres 270 Win and 
30-06 etc. a 22” barrel is not getting the 
best out of them! 

The real bonus is the price differential 
between the XT synthetic and Classic wood, 
which is considerable as I have illustrated. 
The £200 saved would go a long way to 
funding a good quality optic. I suppose the 
real question is simple; is the Sauer 101 


worth it? I say this as it’s not a prestige 
product like the 202, which it is not meant 
to be, so might put some people off 
wanting this famous name. Plus with the 
growing amount of more budget-priced 
designs the 101 is still expensive. I 
suppose it’s a bit like the Zeiss Duralyt 
scope - an excellent and more budget- 
orientated design that wears a famous 
badge but is it the real McCoy? 

I think that is the strength and weakness 
of the 101 as it’s too much like the 202 so 
many potential buyers, rightly or wrongly will 
see it as a cheaper copy. Mauser’s M12 is 
very similar to the 101, hardly surprising 
really as it’s essentially the same build and 
mechanics with just a few subtle design 
differences. However, the M12 compared to 
its bigger and more prestigious brother the 
M03 are as chalk and cheese in what they 
offer, so the former is perhaps perceived as 
a more unique design. 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

■ Name: 

Sauer 101 Classic (wood stock) 

■ Calibre: 

308 Win (on test) 

■ Capacity: 

5 (DM) 

■ Barrel: 

22” 

■ Length: 

42” 

■ Weight: 

6.75 lbs 

■ Threaded: 

14xlmm 

■ Price: 

£1595 

■ Contact: 

Garlands Ltd, 01827 383300 
www.sauer.de 


www.minox.com 
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THE NEW HENCHMARK IN STANDARD DOIT-ACTION RIFIES 


$101 CIASSICXT 

ERGO MAX polymer stock with SOFT TOUCH coating. 


GALIDRES. WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS 


For more information^ contact the 
official UK distributor. Garlands. 
Tel: 01827 333300 

Email: info@garlands.ukxom 

We bsiie : w w w. ga rl a n d s. iik .com 


t1 W sraclt 


12 ^1^ 5+ 1 s-hiH SiditJ^rdM + 1 shot 


II fon iiiodtfratorf 1 4s I 


H tf AdiM&l ahtc open siEhts npdi>nal 


ei tt F{ir^4 Steel receiver 


PI ft Standard ralibres: Jl^Z5<> Rem., .243 Win.. J,7» Win^. 

07 ft Mdtchj;rndc barrel 


. Jns Win.. .30 06, 6,5x55, 7x64, gxSTJS, ?.3x62 

03 // Matte hisek surface firtinh 


01 // ^kiBjnuTn calibres; 7 mm RtrOr Mait„ ..300 Win. Mafj^ 

04 tf 6-Iuk Indi hiUtj difecrlv iitro the barrel 


.35K Win. .Mafi. 

b*4r lift 


03 tt llarn:[ length St.iii4.tni callbn-s: 22,05 indt 

Oi tt UUk A SAFE firinB pin safety 


Hitt Rartd length .Magnum talibres: 24.5 inch 

OT W EVER REST aetiuii beddin]; 


dS ft Overall leiigih Staiidanl ealibres; 42 inch 

01 tf Two pn^itind iriisser 


00 W Overall Icngtli .Magnum cttlihrcs; 44,J inch 

Oit/ U-n^rh of pull 14,5 inch 


01 tf Wt'ighE Standard c.ilihresi 107,6 tix 

m tt AmEiidcxtrDU& stork with symirctrical palm 

swells 

00 it Weight Magnum izalilvres: 111,1 tut 


OFFICIAL UK SAUER STOCKISTS 
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TOP BRASS 

CALIBRE OPTIONS 
223 Rem, 308 Win, 
9mm Parabellum, 

40 S&W and 45 AGP 

CONTACT: 

Edgar Brothers Ltd, 
01625 613177 


□ FOR 

A cost effective 
product for the 
hand loader 

□AGAINST 

This is once fired 
military brass 
Internal volume 
may differ 

□VERDICT 

Worth a look 
Headstamps and 
dates can vary 


Recycling for Profit 

Pete Moore takes a look at some new/old cartridge 
brass that lives to shoot another day and beyond... 


A S reloaders we know that the 
humble cartridge case is 
infinitely reloadable, or not as 
the case may be! I slavishly collect as 
much of my fired brass as I can to be 
recycled and spend a lot of time and 
effort cleaning, prepping and getting it 
ready. However, to more high volume 
users like the armed forces what 
comes out of their guns is seen as 
nothing but scrap. But one man’s junk 
is another’s profit and that’s where Top 
Brass Inc. comes in as they make a 
living out of buying ex-military fired 
cases and refurbishing them for the 
civilian market. 

223 REM AND 308 WIN 

Edgar Brothers Ltd are now importing 
Top Brass products and sent me 223 
Rem and 308 Win, well that’s what it 
says on the packet, but they are all 
from military ammunition so the actual 
case spec is 5.56 x 45mm and 7.62 x 
51mm. All however bear the circle/ 
cross stamp showing that it’s NATO 
approved. My examples came 
blister-packed in 50-case, plastic trays 
so useful for reloading. 

Top Brass describes their product 
as follows: ‘Mixed headstamps 
sourced from once-fired military brass. 
Produced from primarily mixed-year LC 
(Lake City Arsenal) with smaller 
amounts of various other NATO-spec 
brass. Cracking open the 5.56mm 
showed that it was all LC with dates 
primarily from 2008 and 2009. 

The 308 was a bit more multi- 
national with LC, Winchester 



The 5.56 used LC headstamps, the 7.62 
was more mixed race 





Repeating Arms, Winchester Cartridge 
Co, IVI Industries Valcartier Inc 
(Canada), Radway Green (RG), 

TAA 205th Arsenal, 

Material Production 
Center, Kaohsiung, 

Taiwan and SBS (Saint 
Barbara Systems) 

Toledo, Spain. Dates were 
from 1968 to 2009! 


SORTED 

All the brass is boxer-primed and 
reamed (crimp removed), cleaned, 
full-length sized, and trimmed to 
1.75 ”(-l/-. 003”) for the 223 Rem and 
2.003” (-L/-.005”) for the 308 Win. 

My vernier caliper confirmed this with 
an average case overall length 
deviation of .003” usually on the plus 
side. Ammo manufactured with the 
cases chambered and cycled easily in 
223 Rem and 308 Win rifles. However, 
you must bear in mind that this is 
military brass and doubtless used in 
selective fire assault rifles and 
medium machine guns. 

Generally speaking the build is 
marginally heavier as the loads used 
will be running at top end to ensure 
reliability in automatic mechanisms. 


Top Brass recycles once-fired, ex-military 
5.56 and 7.62 NATO cases 

Some of the 7.62 rims showed nicks 
and dents where they had hit the 
ejector. Also interior volume will 
probably differ when compared to 
a civilian case, so for example a load 
of 24-grains of Varget will fill a Lake 
City 5.56 case more, with a 
subsequent variation in load density/ 
pressures etc. 

The Top Brass RRP is £336 per 
1000 (223 Rem) and £493 per 1000 
(308 Win), which converts into £16.80 
and £24.65 for 223 and 308 per 50 
pack accordingly. Generally speaking 
this equates to about 2/3rds the price 
of commercial brands like Hornady, 
Winchester or Lapua 


"So the actual case spec is 
5.56 X 45mm and 7.62 x 51mm” 



Cases conformed to 
quoted dimensions and 
reioad and cycle easily 
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SAK PRODUCTS 



The SAK is an affordable 
high-performance silencer for rimfire 
and air weapons up to .22 calibre 
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Quality Sound 
^ ^ Suppressors 


Distributed by 

Jachson Rifles 

Glenswinton, Parton, Castle Douglas, 

DG7 3NL, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0) 1 644 470223 Fax: +44 (0) 1 644 470227 


www.jackson nf1es.com 



Jet-Z Compact, CQB & 
CQBS 5|_ 5erjes. 
SSfSH SL5,SL6&SL7 




It's a Mauser Moment 
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Blaser Sporting Ltd. 

13-19 Pensb jry Please ■ London SW8 4IP 
02 07622 21 16 
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one night vision for all your rifles. 


1 ^ 


ATOIVI 


contact us for more information.. 


01274 512919 

EMAIL info@nightmaster.co.uk visit www.nightmaster.co.uk 





S leeping for an hour after 16-hours 
continuous travel was a mistake, 
better to have stayed up, but we 
coffee’d up and got on the road. The hunting 
took the form of walked-up in the morning 
that would see us pushing across the bush 
with its rutted and iron hard ground, flushing 
birds like francolin, guinea fowl and others I 
did not recognise, some looking a bit like 
snipe, another like a turkey, as we went. In 
the afternoon we drove to waterholes for 
doves, which were plentiful, with the game 
being fast and furious. We each got a tracker 
who carried our kit and picked up for us. 

One curious aspect of the trackers was 
they did not pick up live birds that had been 
shot. They seemed almost frightened to 
touch them, instead they all carried a small 
stick and killed the wounded by banging 
them repeatedly on the head. Guess it must 
be a local thing! 

I’m not a big fan of heat but can cope, or 
so I thought, but the temperature was 
approaching 40° by 09.00 and it was hard 
work. Worst was the rutted ground, which 
seemed to have been ploughed, with the 
furrows too close together to walk easily, yet 
two were too far apart for a big stride. Adding 
to this was the tangle foot vegetation that 
was forever tripping us up. 

WATCH AND SHOOT 

That aside it was good fun with plenty of 
birds getting flushed, I shot my first francolin 
missing with the first round but connecting 
with the second and ended up getting three 
that morning. Then disaster stuck and I fell 
over and smacked the hell out of my left 
knee, so had to limp along for the rest of the 
trip. When we got back to the trucks there 
were coolers full of cold beer that never 
tasted so good! 

Nice was the fact that all the birds we 
shot were turned into meals, which was most 
agreeable, in fact we eat very well over the 
whole time there. But for me as a part time 
shotgunner the afternoons were the best, as 
we were shooting doves. 



Photo opportunity - this is how they live out in the bush 


This was different from the gruelling 
morning treks across the parched bush. We 
drove in a motley collection of 4x4s to the 
pools. Mainly Toyota Land Cruisers and a Mk 
1 Range Rover, with the roof cut off - bet 
they never thought of that of that when it 
rolled off the production line at Solihull? With 
just rutted dirt tracks full of holes the 
journeys were memorable and the sweet/ 
sickly smell of petrol from leaky fuel lines 
was unforgettable. As were the driving skills 
of our trackers! 

RAM IT! 

We came to a dried up stream bed about 4ft 
deep and wide, the driver took a run at it and 



“Sleeping lor a" 

alter 16-tors ctonuous 
travel was a mrstake 


literally smacked the front wheels onto the 
opposite bank and revved the balls of the 
engine to force the nose up. It worked every 
time as we had to cross that obstacle six 
times in all and the vehicles made it. 

Another time with four trackers on top the 
driver took a corner too hard and they all flew 
off, with one breaking an arm! We all 
stopped and much like a soldiers wicked 
sense of humour; all the unharmed trackers 
gathered round their wounded comrade and 
laughed; nothing changes! 

Even out in the bush we would meet 
people walking day and night, equally kids 
dressed in freshly washed white shirts and 
grey shorts walking miles to the school, but 
all carrying their shoes in their hands to 
doubtless save wear and tear. 

TARGET-RICH ENVIRONMENT 

At about 16.30 the doves started coming in 
to the water and that was when the fun 
started. The sky was black with them and I 
reckon I learned more about shotgunning 
that day than I ever had. OK I missed a lot, 
but soon discovered I shot best with my left ^ 
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eye closed and with some trial and error 
sorted out what worked for me. I recall the 
Maxus banging in my shoulder and the ease 
of which I could reload and my tracker 
running back to the vehicle for more ammo. I 
was in the zone! 

It was here that I really started to 
appreciate one of the Maxus’ best features 
- the speed feed. When the gun empties the 
action locks open like any other semi. 
However, rather than having to drop a round 
into the ejection port and press the bolt 
release, you just push it into the magazine 
where the mechanism automatically feeds it. 
This means you can keep the gun up 
scanning for targets; this got me a lot more 
birds than if I had been using a conventional 
self-loader! 

The next day we were back to the 
walked-up in the morning, with more of the 
same and me gamely limping along. I took 
more birds, all the time adding to my ability. 
Moving through the bush we encountered 
families in mud huts and rondovals, who 
lived by subsistence farming and little else, 
along with the ever present smell of slash & 
burn land clearance. One incident I will 
always remember was the crocodile! 

Often the bush would clear into a 
partially dried out lake, one of the shooters 
was walking over a water-filled pool and 
decided to step on what looked like a log, 
only to discover he was on the back of a 
crocodile! He was terrified as was another 
not far away who just turned and ran, laugh... 
This is what I like about Africa, as things you 
have read about actually happen. I remember 


being in South Africa in 2005 and getting 
to hold a lion cub at a reserve. I had read 
that lions have a very distinctive smell and 
this baby had it too, you could just imagine 
that drifting down on the wind spooking the 
plains game. Or smelling it yourself in the 
long grass and wondering what might be 
coming! 

JUMBO 

On the point of wild life, on the way back 
we stopped at an elephant reserve and 
were sipping beer on the terrace watching 
these massive creatures in a lake, 
awesome. Driving back we saw more in the 
bush. One of our party, a Greek, got out of 
the truck and started walking towards an 
old bull with his camera clicking. I 
remember shouting at him to get back in, 
but he seemed oblivious of the danger, but 
the trackers got him back in one piece. 

Then a massive group of baboons by the 
side of the road, I have to say they are 
vicious and scary looking creatures. Though 
in all that time I did not see one antelope 
or similar. 

At midday the governor of the province 
came to see us with his entourage for a 
meal. Truck loads of armed guards arrived 
first and I could see the locals were a little 
afraid. He turned up in a white, Toyota Land 
Cruiser with a personalised number plate 
that said Gouverneur (pimp my ride or 
what?). Til Cussman, the head of the trip, 
presented him with a Maxus, which he 
never let go of all the time he was there. It 
was an interesting meal... 


THE TRIPLE 

In the afternoon my best ever on doves, I 
had been knocking them down with regularity 
and just as the light was failing I got a triple. 

I heard a piping noise and three of them 
flashed over my right shoulder. I must have 
been on auto pilot as I swung the gun and as 
cool as you like and dropped all of them one 
after the other. I don’t know who was more 
surprised me or the tracker. Then it was all 
over, with a big party with the locals that 
night and the option of having a lay in, which 
I took as my leg was still giving me gyp. 

On the drive back two final adventures, 
the first was the Burkina Independence Day 
celebrations and we were in a big town with 
all the people in their finery with bands 
playing etc., which was great to see. Then on 
the road we came on a big lorry on its side 
that had hit a herd of cattle, some were dead 
others staggering around wounded or 
stunned. I reckon the dead and wounded 
ended up in the larder... Good old Browning 
they know how to lay on the entertainment! 
Finally we stopped at the same shanty town 
we had on the first night and sitting by the 
road sipped cold beers watching the life 
around us and being watched with equal 
interest. 

Overall an excellent trip, good shooting, 
lots of targets, great people and some 
amazing experiences. The Maxus well - 
bloody great gun, reliable and easy to shoot, 
so much so I bought one a few months later 
and still use it today. Would I go again, 
definitely! My thanks to the Browning crew 
for including me in a real African adventure! 
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RANGE RIGHT LTD 

YOU HAVE THE CHOICE...WE HAVE THE SOLUTION 




Keyless technology with fingerprint access. 
No more tost keys that can be cloned, or 
locks that can be picked. 

The Biometric Safe is 100% secure. 

Made of steel construction with fine 
powder coating. 

User friendly instructions for easy installation. 
Completely impregnable to any unauthorised 
person trying to access their contents. 

These Biometric Safes were the stars of The 
Midland Game Fair 2013 and are likely to 
be the most talked about shooting product 
of 2014. 

Holds up to 1 20 different fingerprints. 

Police approval guaranteed. 


We stock various biometric gun safes, 

1 electronic gun safe & 3 different sizes of 
biometric ammo safe. Check the website 
below for more info, or get in touch with 
our friendly sales team who will be more 
than happy to help. 


RANGE RIGHT BIOMETRIC SAFES, BS7558 1992 COMPLIANT, 

SEVERAL MODELS TO SUIT YOUR SECURITY NEEDS. FROM GUN SAFES TO AMMO SAFES 


Range Right Solutions 

Phone: 01423 881919 • E-Mail: sales@range-right.co.uk • Fax: 01423 881717 
Web; iAfww.biometric-gun-cabinets.co.uk or www, range-right.co.uk 
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^ontro^ 


g What may look like 
broken down un- 
kempt woodland is 
i, the perfect habitat 
m for sika 


I f your thinking of paying out for sporting 
rights on land to take out clients and 
make some money, take advice or risk 
falling on your face as well as being out of 
pocket! It seems like a good idea, but there’s 
more to it than that. Stalkers will find that 
prices vary significantly from one place to 
another. A well run estate as well as taking a 
wage out of your fee for the privilege to stalk 
also has to put a percentage towards 
maintenance. High seats, cutting and 
clearing, signs to ensure ramblers stick to 
the paths etc are just some considerations, 
as not many think of what goes on behind 
the scenes. You pay your fee and want to be 
shown deer! 

EXTRA CASH 

But that’s not always possible even when the 
keeper goes out to locate quarry to give you 


the best possible chance, believe me I know! 
This year due to the cost of maintenance I 
thought I would take on some paying guests 
to offset costs, which I don’t normally do. I 
just happen to have picked the wrong year, 
due to the unusually warm weather (mid 
October). I was sat on the hill dressed in light 
clothing it was that warm, and though the 
leaves were changing colour the trees were 
still holding on to them while the ferns were 
still standing six feet high in places normally 
by this time of year we would of at least had 
some hard frost if not snow to knock them 
down and help strip the trees of their leaves 
not to mention help bring the rut on. 

A similar thing happened with the roe, a 
few years ago, the rut had finished before 
anyone had realised it had even begun. This 
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Wallows like this are a good sign that the rut is in 
progress and there’s a stag in the vicinity 


Scent hound and handler if any ones going to have to 
shoot over his dog it will be him! 



year it was the sika, only hearing the odd whistle 
from the stags a little like ‘not tonight deer (sic) 

I’ve got a headache’. To give you an idea - one 
j estate had one sika stag for 25-stalks while 

I another had 14 for 82, mine were no better. 

However, I am luckier as I don’t make a living 
out of it; the land I look after is more recreational 
for me with more habitat and conservation in mind 
(deer control) with the control of other pest 
species being part of that. But much can go wrong! 
It’s bad enough when a guest passes up a chance 
because he wants the trophy of all trophy’s which 
means the estate only gets the stalking fee no 
trophy fee and also loses out on the trophy 
preparation. Not to mention the revenue on the 
venison but if the weather is against you it could 
spell disaster, so making a living on the sporting 
alone is hard even if you have put down pheasants 
which is a big investment not just in hard cash but 
also in man hours. 

LAND = MONEY? 

I find more people are thinking of taking on a piece 
of land hoping to turn it into a money earner so felt 
compelled to spell out some of the problems. Even 
if the revenue made is only to pay for the land the 
following year you can only take so many deer off, 
which will create a vacuum that won’t be filled over 


night. So if you like stalking what are you going to 
stalk after your guests have bagged their 
trophies? I have three estates in the Inverness 
area and also help out at another but still found 
it hard to find the stags this year. Even calling 
didn’t have much effect though things did start to 
pick up a little towards the end of my second 
week. 

A Polish hunter got a nice six pointer, after 
two well placed shots he found it hard to believe 
that the stag showed no signs of a hit, when it 
finally went down, we found two perfect heart 
shots. His friend took a two year old spiker. While 
it was not the trophy he wanted he did me a 
service by taking it out - estate policy is; if it’s in 
season then take it as the surrounding forestry is 
so thick it’s impossible to stalk. It also holds a 
lot of deer that inveterately cause damage on my 
ground so as a good will gesture I gave him the 
venison to take home. 

I had a new comer to the sport with only one 
roe under his belt for six stalks. Our first was in 
an area heavily populated with sika and roe to 
give him his best possible chance of a trophy. 

Within half an hour looking across a small valley 
a number of sika hinds showed followed by a 
stag sporting eight points facing us some 100 
yards. He was prone off a bipod and I said shoot ► 




knife & iool 


sharpener 




Bigger is better with the 
new, uniquely designed 


blade. 


it?La£cr 


J 


Code: BTB001STS - 
Price: £12.95 
you’ll wonder what 
you did without it. 



the 

ultimate 

sharpener 
just got 
better 

Blade Tech 
Sharpening Systems, 
STS (North Wales) Ltd, 
Llanrwst, LL26 OHU 

Tel. 01492 640664 
sales® bladetech.co.uk 
www.bladetech.co.uk 
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-[ FIREARMS ] 

► when ready, but nothing happened. I said 
take the shot as he was not going to stay 
much longer and to place the shot at the 
bottom of his neck. 

HIT & MISSING 

He replied he wanted it to turn broadside on 
and how far was it? I replied put the cross 
hairs smack on the bottom of the neck, just 
then the stag turned broadside on and 
immediately fell to the report of his 308! 
Hinds went off in all directions we waited a 
few minutes before standing to make our 
way towards the fallen stag when I saw the 
side view of a deer make off through the 



A good all round trophy showing all points are 
even in circumference and length 


thick cover - 1 just hoped it wasn’t our stag 
but it was. 

We found traces of blood then nothing 
and called the search off after an hour, on 
our way back to our b & b I asked if he had 
the chance again would he do anything 
different - no he said! To be fair he did what 
get’s drilled into all stalkers - wait until it 
turns broadside on for a heart shot, but the 
heart is the same size no matter what angle 
the deer is at. It’s that target area you 
should be looking at not the whole deer, 
remember it’s not in your guide’s best 
interest to instruct or advise you wrong! 

We returned the next day with an old dog 
to try and track it but the ground was too 
hard. Not wanting to give up I made a call to 
the United Kingdom Scent Hound 
Association formed in 2012 for the sole 
purpose of tracking lost or wounded deer 
and boar. Currently they provide the service 
free of charge though I would not expect 
someone to set off in the early hours of the 
morning travel for two hours to look for a 
wounded deer in bad weather without 
showing my appreciation in some way. 

The hound was on the scent within 
minutes even though it was a Friday evening 
when the deer was wounded and it was now 
Sunday morning the trail took us up through 



the wood onto the moor were we came 
across a pile of guts. I can only assume 
someone on the neighbouring estate came 
across it and did the right thing. I can’t 
praise Steve and his hound enough for 
coming to our rescue and I wish the UKSHA 
all the best. 

Contact: United Kingdom Scent Hound 
Association, 07733200355 or 
07946747075 ukshasecretary@outlook.com 


A-TEC 

NEW SILENCER FROM A-TEC 

CARBON 

AVAILABLE NOW 


WWW. A-TEC. NO 



EXTREMELY LIGHTWEIGHT 
EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE 


Jachsott Rifles 


Glenswinton, Parton, Castle Douglas DG7 3NL, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0) 1644 470223. Fax: +44 (0) 1644 470227 
www.jacksonrifles.com 


JACKSON RIFLES IS A TRADE MARK OF FORGE CONSULTING LTD, REGISTERED FIREARMS DEALER 108 (DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY) 
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LOW MILL RANGES 

(West Cumbria) 




Ultimate FAC Shotgun with 
detachable magazine. 

Trade enquiries welcome. 


^ 01946 814769 

Fax: 01946 813310 
Mobite: 07710394364 
mait: sales^lowmillranges.co.Lik 
Wen. www.lowmillranges.co.uk 


“One of 
the most 
-effective 
and practical box 
magazine shotguns 
available today.” 


Pete Moore, editor 
Shooting Sports 
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Jachson Rifles 


www.jacksonnf1es.com 


GRS (GrodasRifleStock) 


NEW LOWER PRICES 




Sporter/Varmint 

Weighs 1400 grammes 
(+/- 5% depending on weapon inlet) 
Available in 6 colours. 
RRP £435.00 


Adjustable 
Hunting 

Weighs 1 300 grammes 
(+/- 5% depending on weapon inlet) 
Available in 4 colours. 
RRP £435.00 

Specification 

All the above have: 

Oiled finish, 

I" Limbsaver recoil pad 
Stratabond laminate 
SpeedLock Adjustment 
30mm adjustment LOP and 
cheekpiece 
1 0096 drop inlet 

Same price for RH and LH stocks 


Glenswinton, Parton, 
Castle Douglas DG7 3NL 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0) 1644 470223 
Fax: +44 (0) 1644 470227 
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WAY WAY 

OUT YONDER! 



Join Bruce Potts as he indulges in some extreme varminting with 
a case and calibre combo of impeccable pedigree 


Minimum recoil and 
maximum performance 
is a nice combination 


M ost shooters recognise the .22 and 
6mm PPG series of cartridges 
jointly developed by Dr Louis 
Palmisano and Ferris Pindell in 1974 as the 
two best out there. Their inception 
completely changed the way we thought 
about design/ performance and put to rest 
the myth that bigger was better! These are 
short and extremely efficient achieving 
extreme accuracy and consistency for 
minimal input. Just because it was originally 
designed for Bench Rest does not mean it 
does not have a place in the fields of Britain 
as a superb pest/vermin cartridge! 

RATIONALE 

The .17 PPG is just one incarnation of the 
PPG case the most popular being .22 and 


6mm, although .20 is also good and the 6.5 
version now modernised into the 6.5 Grendel 
is really turning heads too. 

Being a .17 calibre (0.172”) you are 
looking at bullets ranging from 15 to 
37-grains which practically speaking means 
velocities from 3600-4600 fps’ which is 
quite staggering! But there is no pain without 
gain, the differing weights will require specific 
rifling twists for optimum stability, also too 
much velocity just tears a bullet apart due to 
the incredible forces of rotational spin 
generated at these speeds. However this all 
spells trouble for vermin as the heavier the 
bullet weight the higher the ballistic 
coefficient increases and that means the 
better it slips through the variable air 
densities on its way to the game. 


The Berger 37-grain VLD (Very Low Drag) 
bullet has a better BG (ballistic coefficient) of 
0.343 than a 243, 75-grain V-MAX projectile. 
Equally the 30-grain Wood Ghuck Den Gold 
boat tail offers a BG of 0.270 similar to a 
60-grain V-MAX .224 bullet value. It also 
utilises a more regular 1 in 9 twist and 
therefore could be used for all the other 
available .17 calibre bullets and could be 
driven up to 4150 fps without any problems! 
The reason being the .17's are lighter and 
can be driven faster but have a better BG 
due to their long/slim shape, which pays off 
dividends down range. 

The 37-grain Berger is seriously 
specialised and requires a super fast 1 in 6 
twist barrel to stabilise it correctly and can 
only be pushed at a maximum of 3600 fps 
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(Left to Right) .17 AK Hornet, .220 Russian case, 
.17 PPG, Omm PPG, .17 Rem, .20BR 


before it comes apart. However, I have a Pac 
Nor barrel for my RPA just coming to fruition 
as this is written but my initial attention is 
toward the lighter weights. Berger have now 
discontinued the 37-grain VLD, rotters! 

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The PPG case head is an awkward size at 
0.445” so the bolt head might require some 
small modifications to function properly. So 
speak to your gunsmith about suitable donor 
actions before going ahead. My rifle is a 
Venom Arms custom I have been running for 
more than 14 years now, and the barrel still 
has life in it! Essentially this is a Wildcat 
cartridge and not commercially available so 
a degree of case preparation is necessary. 
Well; quite a lot really but you have come to 
expect that of me now. 

All that is required is a bit of time and 
patience. The .17 PPG will start life as a 
.220 Russian case and only requires a 
small modification to achieve the .17 form. 
You can resize using a two die-forming set 
from RGBS to reduce the neck’s internal 
diameter from .224” to .172”. I actually 
used a .22 PPG neck die with removable 
bushes of 0.240, 0.235, 0.229, 0.220, 
0.212” to reduce the parent brass’s neck. 

At this stage I ran all the cases through a 
.17 PPG full length die and then uniformed 
the neck diameters with a K&M neck 
expander. 

Always be sure to use sufficient lube to 
stop cases sticking in your precious dies. 
Imperial sizing wax is great although Royal 
Gase and Die Lube is equally good! 

Because the brass will thicken as the 
neck is reduced you will need to neck turn 
to achieve the correct clearance with that of 
your rifles chamber. I specified a reamer to 
cut a 0.197” neck and so a loaded round 
would have to have a neck diameter of 
0.195” to give the necessary 0.002” 
clearance for precise bullet release. K&M 
neck turners give a uniform neck diameter 
and then all that is then needed is to 
fire-form the brass and the characteristic 
PPG case is formed. 

FIRST FIRINGS 

The .17 PPG case being small and squat 
actually likes the medium powder burn rates 
which include Reloder 15, Varget, 



“The PPG case head is an awkward size at 
0.445” se the ho t head might require seme 
small modificatiens te function properly” 


Benchmark and Vit N135. I like small fast 
bullets especially for crow or rabbit sized 
vermin and so the obvious starting load 
used Hornady’s 20-grain V-MAX bullets, 
which are dependable performers in down 
range frangibility and inherent accuracy. 

I now use Reloder 15 powder with a top 
load of 25-grains pushing the 20 V-MAX at 
4627 fps. At these velocities the primer 
pockets can expand and .17's are 
notoriously pressure sensitive so increase 
the charge in 0.25-grains increments only! 
Ok at these speeds barrel life is a concern, 
but performance-wise that’s 400fps faster 
than a .17 Remington! 



A 20-grain Hornady V-MAX travelling at 4627 fps 
is incredibly fast and dare I say it effective? 


The 20-grain Bergers also performed 
similarly to the V-MAX although I could up 
the charge to 25.5- grains of Reloder 15 
to achieve 4688 fps before any pressure 
signs. The 25-grain Hornady’s or Bergers 
again with Reloader 15 and a charge of 
26 grains achieved 4307 fps whilst 
27-grains of Varget produced 4344 fps. 

Both are hollow points although in test I 
have found the Bergers more accurate 
and consistent. 

SHINE ON 

Where the .17 PPG really shines is with 
heavier 30-grain projectiles. However 
there are few choices outside the world of 
specialist bullet makers. The Berger is the 
obvious choice, its flat base hollow point 
design works well, although I have had 
problems with some of them not 
expanding readily. 

With 24.5 grains of Hodgdon 
Benchmark powder a velocity of 3963 fps 
makes it very useful as a fox load and 
another 0.5-grain pushes it over the 4000 
fps barrier at 4089 fps. But I like to push 
the envelope and I have been using some 
specialist 30-grainers from Wood Ghuck 
Den Gold. The difference between these 
and the Bergers is the Gold’s have a very 
high BG of 0.270 due to their thin and 
boat tailed design. This makes them very 
wind slippery with less drift at longer 
ranges, plus retains more velocity too. 

Which is Just perfect for a long range 
performer like the .17 PPG. ► 


101 




[ WORKSHOP ] 


► 








With such a flat trajectory 
distant foxes or crows can be 
shot at with great confidence, ^ ^ 
only the wind drift needs to be 
corrected for. 


Although the .17PPC is a 
Wildcat and needs case 
forming and specialised 
reloading all the kit is 
available and the benefits 
from performance are worth it. 


I have used both Benchmark and 
Reloder 15 powder and these days I have 
found the latter to be more consistent. With 
a starting load of 24-grains gets you a mild 
yet accurate 3834 fps. But I want maximum 
performance and increases of 0.25-grains at 
a time give 3891, 3930, 3978 and finally 
4073 fps for a maximum load of 25-grains. 
You can push this to 4100 fps but case life 
is better at 4000 fps so I have erred on the 
safe side. 

DOWN RANGE PERFORMANCE. 

As an all-round practical vermin tool it is 
hard to beat the 20-grain V-Max, when 
launched at 4627 fps drop is minimal: 


When that 20 grain V-Max expands it 
does so instantly shedding all its energy 
to the game for a very humane shot. 






Switch to the heavier but more 
ballistically efficient 30-grain Gold 
bullet and whilst the velocity is down 
by 600 fps you have an almost 
identical trajectory path but still 
retaining more energy down range. At 
200 yards it has 695 ft/lbs when 
compared to the 462 ft/lbs of the 
faster/ lighter 20 V-MAX. 

This is not the whole story as 
accuracy will be the determining factor 
in bullet choice and with velocities 
this high rifling wear around the 
chambers throat will be accelerated. 
Fouling too can become a problem if 
you have cheap barrel or shoot large 
numbers at a time! But I use the 17 
PPG as a one shot ultra long range 
crow or fox gun were I might only get 
one shot any way and its lightning 
speed and fast trajectory is Just what you 
need. 

CONCLUSION 

Obviously the .17 PPG is not for everyone 
as there is a lot of case manipulation 
prior to any shooting. But when you have 
been in this game as long as I have the 
challenge and expectation outweighs any 
tedious chores from case forming. In 
truth it’s a superbly consistent and 
intrinsically accurate calibre from the off 
primarily due to its bench rest lineage. 

Some cartridges are Just like that, and 
the .17PPG achieves accurate and 
guaranteed humane one shot kills and at 


some astonishing ranges too! Just 
because it’s a small bullet do not dismiss it 
as inadequate that would be fool hardy. Let 
the rifle and the raw ballistics be the proof 
of the pudding not second hand tales from 
people who have never shot a .17! 


CONTACTS 

Swift Precision Rifles (ex venom) 

01527 871620 

Wood Chuck Den, dies and bullets 

woodchuckden.com 

R.Macleods, s/h Sako Al action 

01862 892171 

Pac-Nor barrels 

pacnor.com 

Norman Clark, bullets powers primers 

01788 579651 

Wenig, custom gunstocks 

wenig.com 

Zeiss Optics, sports optics 

01223 401500 

Tim Hannam, .220 cases and Vit powder 

01977 681639 

Edgar Brothers, Hornady bullets, powder 

01625 613177 
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SHOOTING 
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SHOOTING TIMES 


1517 - .17HMR Walnut Thumbhole stock 
threaded, 14” or 18” 


1417 - .22LR Walnut Thumbhole stock, threaded, 14' 


Also available 


NEW UK Deluxe Version 


All options available with left hand stock / right hand bolt 


A WINNING 
COMBINATION! 


Moderator 


enquiries@ruag.co.uk 


Recommended for this rifle! 




SS01 .15/50/p 




PRODUCTION PRESSURE 


COnSiCl©rS 0-frame,single station m 

probably tho host cholco 

the choices of reloading 
press available 

W hat’s the best reloading press? 

A bit of qualification is 
necessary to make some 
sense of it. The vast majority of designs 
share a number of common features, not 
least of which is the size of dies that can 
be fitted to them. The default thread size 
is %” X 14 TPI (threads per inch) 
diameter. If you require something 
bigger make sure the machine comes 
with an adaptor for this thread. This 
in common with most leading brands 
has a screw-off insert to suit. 

Power is provided by a compound 
leverage system that gives good mechanical 
advantage to move a steel piston (ram) up 
and down to which the case mounts by a 
removable shell holder. Almost all press 
bodies (the frame) are constructed from 
either cast aluminium or cast iron with a few 
fabricated from machined and cast 
components held together with rods, nuts 

purpose but are easily wrecked by the 
ingress of crud from the case prep process, 
especially primer residues. Cleanliness is 
essential. 

BEST, CHEAPEST AND 
MOST ACCURATE 

There are a number of design options that 
relate to production capabilities and design. 
Most common is the single station machine. 
That is a single ram to mount a shell-holder 
and a single threaded hole for the die. There 
are two build-styles the C and 0-frames. The 
C is open at the front giving good access but 
with less integrity so it can flex under the 
extremes pressures created by processing 
the case. The 0 offers a full frame and is far 
stronger/rigid though with slightly less front 
access, but is really the best choice. 

Most are primarily designed for right 
handed use, a few have a frame offset and 
operating handle mounting that make left 
handed use more practical. Some 
manufacturers offer a compromise solution 
that allows the operating handle to be 


and bolts. To ease movement simple 
bearings are fitted on the fulcrum and where 
the ram travels through the frame. Most 
common are self lubricating Oilite sintered 
bronze designs, a highly compressed mix of 
metal powder usually impregnated with an 
SAE30 lubricant. These are ideal for the 


19th century 
Rrankford Arsenal 
machine; we’ve 
been doing this for 
a long time now... 



line, 

experts, this is 
note the 
system! 




Lyman T-Mag II 
turret press, note 
the single ram and 
the rotary, multi- 
station tool head, 
it’s one way of 
upping production 


mounted to the left or right. These presses 
are amongst the lightest, most portable and 
are ideally suited to low volume, high 
accuracy ammunition production. If your 
batch requirements never exceed 
100-rounds, or your annual usage is less 
than 500 then these are the designs for 
you. If you’re new to reloading I would 
strongly recommend that you start with one 
of these, regardless of your aspirations. 

PROGRESSIVELY MORE COMPLEX 

Our final category embraces the progressive 
family of presses, subdivided into manually 
indexed (including turret), auto indexing, 
hybrid and motorised designs. Turret models 
are best described as multi station ‘C’ 
presses and generally feature a standard 
ram and shell-holder configuration. However 
the top of the frame has a rotating indexing 
plate with (usually) between four and seven 
tool and die stations normally in 7/8 x 14 
TPI. Closed frame versions often have an 
interchangeable plate or disc multi tool 
holder in the top of the frame. These 
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is pulled down the main pillar of the machine, 
often employing a compound lever system 
that gave a huge mechanical advantage at 
the expense of limited linear travel. Presses 
from Hollywood, Wamadet, Star Universal and 
Dunbar come to mind. Ironically, RGBS have 
recently reinvented the wheel, claiming their 
new and expensive Summit moving die arbor 
press to be ‘innovative’. Hmm. 

One novelty was the Herters Super 
Model 81, a C-frame with side-by-side 
stations and twin shell holders. CH4D 
(Champ) still produce their hefty Model 444 
double arbor ‘H’ machine as well as their 
Champion, one of the beefiest 0-frames 
around and featuring interchangeable 1” 
and thread inserts. 


ntacti 


■ Major Importers: 

Lee Precision - Henry Krank & Co Ltd, 0113 256 9163 
www.leeprecision.com 

Hornady - Edgar Brothers Ltd, 01625 613177 
www.hornady.com 

Lyman & Forster - Hannam’s Reloading, 01977 681639 
www.lymanproducts.com 

RGBS -GMK Ltd, 01489 579999 

www.rcbs.com 

■ Specialised Retailers: 

Reloading Solutions Limited, 01865 378200 
www.reloadingsolutions.com 

Norman Clark Gunsmiths, 01788 579651 
www.normanclarkgunsmith.com 


Dillon RL550 B, t 
the ultimate, 

hand-operated 
progressive. The | 
multi-station 
shell plate 
rotates and the 
dies are fitted 
in a QD plate 
set in the top, 
500-rounds per 
hour is possible! 






models represent best cost/benefit to those 
who only reload reasonable quantities of a 
single design of single cartridge and can 
‘set and forget’ the machine. However, a 
single pull of the handle only produces one 
function, slowing the production process. 

Progressives offer one round for every 
cycle of the operating lever, which is 
impressive. My upgraded Dillon RL 550B 
being a good example of the genre. Instead 
of a single shell-holder we have an indexing 
shell plate that is turned under the fixed 
position four station die holder. Standard 
dies can be used with the proviso that a 
‘through-the-die’ powder dispenser must be 
installed in the neck expanding station. It’s 
good for 5,000 to 10,000 rounds per year. 
Remember that you get a lot less ‘feel’ with 
these types of machine, meaning that any 
issue with case neck condition, runt bullets 
or damaged primers may not be obvious 


until you find powder all over the floor or try 
and chamber the round. Speed of 
production does not make up for bad 
operation; here you can count your mistakes 
in 100s if you get it wrong! 

Auto indexing and motor drive 
progressives are at a wholly different 
production level. They’re really dedicated to 
massive production quantities of a single 
calibre using new brass. Costs reflect their 
complexity and level of performance. Unless 
you own a factory or intend to spend every 
daylight hour on the range then they’re not 
for you. 

HYBRID AND SPECIAL PURPOSE 

Super portable designs like the Lyman 
Acculine that employ standard dies but 
operate like crude chest expanders are at 
the minimalist end. Dedicated lightweight 
designs for non-resizing bench-rest use 
include the tiny Harrell’s Precision Compact 
calibre specific BR models. Cheap, good 
and effective is Lee’s hand Press, which is a 
scissors-type design and can easily re-size 
fired cases too. 

Reloading presses have been around 
since the late 19th Century, one of the oldest 
coming from the engineers at Frankford 
Arsenal. These early designs were often 
single calibre and commonly based on an 
arbor process where the tool or tool station 


Another good, 
single station 
bet - Hornady 
Lock n Load 
Classic press 


Forster Co Ax a 
little different but 
a good machine 



Double header from Herter, note this is a 
C-frame design 
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mWMS: 25-20 WfiOMSm 

OLD TIMED 



2 ! 51 ® 9 k 




Wheelwrite takes a look at a real 
old timer from the transitional 



^ 725 ?. 


time of black to smokeless powder 




D uring the late 19th and early 20th 
Centuries, one arms company above 
all others was responsible for the 
introduction of a bewildering range of 
metallic centrefire cartridges. Even more 
confusing was the seemingly duplicated 
performance produced by many sub-groups 
within these designs. Almost all were 
intended for use in their burgeoning range of 
repeating rifles and most had their roots in 
the use of black powder. Hence the mind 
numbing nomenclatures. In no particular 
order, .32-20, .44-40, .45-60, .45-70, .32-40, 
.38-40, .38-55, .38-56, .38-70, .38-72, 
.40-65, .40-72 and on and on. Yup, you’ve 
worked it out, Winchester. The headstamps 
often reading WCF, (Winchester Center Fire). 

PAPER THIN 

Our chosen child from this era is the .25-20 
Winchester (aka 25-20 WCF). It’s parent was 
the 1882 .32-20 Winchester, aka .32 WCF, 
not that this was the first to wear the .25-20 
badge, as a single shot wildcat pre-dated it 
by almost a decade and was probably the 
inspiration for the Winchester design). 
Introduced somewhere between 1892 and 
1895, the paper thin rimmed .32-20 case 
was necked down to accommodate an 
86-grain, .258” flat-nosed lead pill. The 
20-grain black powder charge generating 
1460 fps. 
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25-20 WCF schematic, rimmed and bottlei^necked 
that’s how they made them back then! 


A slightly later 
‘high velocity’ variant 
using a 60-grain SP 
was also listed, 

quoting 2250 fps but with no confirmation 
of the charge weight (probably early nitro). 
Bullet design reflected Winchesters intended 
use in a new chambering in their Model 
1892 Lever Action. Aimed at the small/ 
medium game and varmint market it soon 
became a popular backwoods rifle and 
cartridge combo. Whilst modest exterior 
ballistics limited the practical working range 
to between 75 and 100 yards the scale of 
the market encouraged other rifle builders to 
chamber it. 

However, whilst Marlin offered their 
Models 1889 and 1894 in .25-20 WCF they 
later introduced a rifle chambering and 
matching cartridge in .25-20 MARLIN. On the 
face of it they have the same design and 
ballistics. In addition to Winchester, other 
ammo makers have made it, but over time 
the bullet diameter has become .257” and 
the range of weights and loadings extended 
to span 50 to 100-grains. 

NICHE FOREVER 

There has always been a buoyant collector 
market for arms chambered for the old WCF 
cartridges, especially lever actions, ensuring 
that both tools and materials will continue to 
be available. The .25-20 WCF certainly 
qualifies as one of these stars, especially 
since there were chamberings in not only a 
diverse range of rifles but several models of 
revolver. So a great candidate for S7 
collector/shooters handguns. Furthermore, 
there are suitable comps for classic long 
guns too. 

On the loading bench the usual warnings 
apply. Only use truncated bullet designs in 
any tube mag guns, be wary of modern nitro 
loads in early rifles and take account of the 
.001” change in bullet diameter from the 
original WCF design. If you’re going to revive 
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This smokeless Rem-UMC pre-dates the 
Winchester launch 

one of the old revolvers as a shooter, take 
heed of all the pressure warnings. 

You’ll find limited load data in a number 
of the manuals. Bullets in .257” are listed 
by several makers. Whilst I could find 
un-primed brass from Remington I could not 
find any new Winchester cases. Although 
modern brass is slightly more robust than 
the early examples, it is still quite flimsy, 
making light loading a sensible choice. 
Propellants are in the slow pistol/fast rifle 
region, including H4198, HllO, 2400 and 
my favourite, IMR 4227. Tools are catalogued 
by Lee, Lyman, RCBS, Redding and Hornady. 
What are you waiting for? A true classic at a 
sensible price. 

NEXT MONTH 
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10 BUdETS THROUGH ONE HOLE 



The Hornady® SST 

Streamlined for ultra^flat trajectories our SST 
contains a polymer tip for rapid expansion and 
maximum energy transfer. The match^grade 
jacket delivers surgical accuracy while heavy 
construction with Interlock feature delivers 
controlled expansion with deep penetration. 

• Recommended muiile velocity 2000 
to 3300 fps 

■ Polymer tip increases ballistic coefficient 
and initiates controlled expansion 

• Consistent crimping works in conjunction 
with the Interlock*^ ring ensuring that the core 
and jacket remain locked during expansion 


^ The Hornady® V-MAX^^ 

/ industry's leading varmint bullet with 

I \ polymer tip and streamlined design results in ultra 
/ H flat trajectories. The match grade jacket design 

I jH provides maximum accuracy at all ranges as well 

H as explosive expansion, even at low velocities. 

■ • Recommended muzzle velocity 2000 

u— B I 4000+ fps 

• The V-MAX® profile provides the maximum 
bearing surface for in-flight stability 

• The “swaging' process enables precise formation 
allowing the tip to build up energy before 
smashing into the core, causing dramatic 
fragmentation of the core and jacket 



The Hornady® CMX® 

The mono-metal Hornady GMX delivers a 
devastating terminal performance across a wide 
range of velocities. Its streamlined design offers 
ultra-flat trajectories while the copper alloy 
construction and double cannelures reduce fouling. 

• One-piece copper alloy won't separate 
delivering devastating terminal performance 

• Reduces both bearing surface and fouling, 
and aids in consistent reloads 

• Routinely retains 95% or more of their 
original weight 



The Hornady® InterBond® 

The Hornady InterBond® features a bonded core 
and streamlined design that delivers ultra-flat 
trajectories and deep penetration and 90%+ 
weight retention, Its terminal performance is 
devastating across a wide velocity range. 

• Recommended muzzle velocity 2000 
to 3600 fps 

• The bonded design achieves controlled 
expansion with virtually no fragmentation, 
the core wilt never separate from the jacket 

• Expansion control ring, controls expansion to 
form a Large, flat mushroom and a wide wound 
channel over twice the bullet diameter 


'“Ten Bullets Through One Hole" was the philosophy adopted by the company's founder, Mr, Joyce Hornady and 
continues right through today Hornady is obsessed with providing the best performance from every single bullet 
they design. That's why they've have been industry leaders in bullet design and innovation since 1949, and their 
tireless passion means theyTe always working to originate the next technological advancement. Each aspect of 
Hornady bullet production is micro managed, every bullet must meet their stringent quality assurance criteria. 
This means consistent quality accuracy and performance, these are the hallmarks of all Hornady bullets and 
whatever your discipline, Hornady will have the perfect bullet to meet every hunting and shooting need. 
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Detail of the three trigger 
adjusters that control pull, 
reset and disconnect travel 


Pete Moore looks at two AR15 trigger kits from Spike’s Tactical 
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L et’s face it your basic AR15 trigger 
is a bit like walking up a set of 
steep stairs with a 601b pack on 
your back; for that read - hard work! Then 
you get to the top and the floor 
disappears as you make the break. My 
A2 SGC Speedmaster was like this with 
what is best described as a workable, 
military trigger. OK for getting lead down 
range but, and given the accuracy 
potential of any well built AR, not ideal. 
Wanting to keep the price down I fitted as 
an interim measure a JF? reduced power 
spring kit. It did little for the feel but it 
brought the pull down to far more useable 
levels and it works! 

But I now feel I would like a bit more 
finesse and have started looking at AR 
triggers in general. There are a lot out 
there and speaking to Wayne Titterton 
(North West Custom Parts) about this he 
said he’d send two replacement kits from 
Spike’s Tactical for my thoughts on them. 
Called the Enhanced Battle Trigger and 
the Enhanced Battle Trigger Mk II. Both 
represent price and performance in the 



medium to high ends of 
the market. 

WELL FETTLED 

Components are made from 
hammer-forged 8620 tool 
steel, heat- treated, and 
feature a smooth and tough 
matte Nickel Boron finish. In 
the case of the Mk II weight 
has been reduced by milling 
out sections from the side of 
the hammer and also 
skeletonising the 
disconnecter. 

The Battle Trigger is very 
much the standard AR unit only with 
precisely cut and shaped sear and notch 
to give a crisp release. Weight I reckon 
was around the 4-5 lb mark, which is firm, 
however the break is clean and a reduced 
spring kit will drop that down to suit. But 
for CSR (Civilian Service Rifle) use is 
about spot on for Service Optic class! 

This comes fitted with all springs, 
disconnecter along with two axis pins. 


The Enhanced Mk II is all together 
more sophisticated. The trigger body is 
machined to accept three, Allan-headed 
studs (included) that allow you to set 
up the movement for pull, reset and 
disconnect travel. You do not have to fit 
them but without you do get a small 
amount of take-up/creep before the 
break. When fitted and adjusted 
correctly the mech feels almost dead, 
with minimum movement, before during 
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standard Enhanced Battle 
Trigger gives around a 4-5 
lb pull along with a crisp 
break, a JP spring kit will 
drop the weight a bit too 


shorter trigger pin easyl 


and after and feels excellent. There’s no 
over travel or long, graunchy take up just 
a solid pressure that goes on to a crisp, 
readable break. 

Another plus is the KNS Gen 2 Mod 
ST anti-rotation pin set. The trigger and 
hammer axis pins on an AR can work 
sideways if not retained and could get 
lost or render the mech inoperable. My 
SGC Speedmaster has a tiny circlip on 
the end of the pin; the KNS adopts a 
different approach! 

LOCKED AND SOLID 

One pin has raised lugs at each end 
and the other is drilled and threaded for 
countersunk screws, two connector 
plates with compatible ends are 
included. With the trigger fitted locate 
the lugged end with the socket in the 
plate then position the other end over 
the threaded hole and screw them 
together, repeat with the other side and 
you’re done. One clever item is a 
pointed brass tip that screws into the 
shorter/threaded trigger pin, its shape 


j “The hammer is fined with a JP 3.5T 
(red) spring that gives a pull 
of around 3.5-4lhs” 


allows it to be inserted and align the 
hammer as it’s pushed through the side of 
the receiver and axis hole. 

The hammer is fitted with a JP 3.5T 
(red) spring that gives a pull of around 
3.5-4lbs, not silly light but a good trigger 
none the less and combined with the 
precision components and the ability to 
reduce trigger movement to a minimum 
offers a nice set up. It comes with all tools 
required and thread locking compound. 

STRIP OUT, PUT IN 

Changing out an AR trigger mechanism is 
not that hard. You will need a long, 1/8” 
pin punch and an extended 3/16 Allen 
key to undo the pistol grip bolt. Though a 
T30 Torx drive on a long bar will also do 
the Job! 

Start by dropping the hammer and 
removing the lower receiver and laying it 
down ‘grip-up’. Then undo the pistol grip 
and lift it off. Be careful here as there’s a 


Enhanced Battle Trigger 
Mk II, precision made 
and offering some very 
nice features 


spring and plunger underneath that 
retains the safety catch. Remove these 
and then the safety from right to left. 

It’s now just a matter of drifting out 
the hammer and trigger axis pins with 
the 1/8” punch. Note the rear pin that 
passes through the trigger assembly 
also holds the disconnecter catch. Both 
hammer and trigger will be under a bit of 
spring pressure and also note how the 
springs wrap. In the case of the trigger 
the two open arms lie flat and forward 
along the floor of the receiver to tension 
the trigger. The hammer has a U-shaped 
end that sits behind the body with the 
two open ends pushing up and sitting 
on shelves on either side of the trigger 
pivot point. 

Position the new trigger back inside 
and locate the disconnecter over the coil 
spring and push down and insert the pin 
punch. You can now insert the axis pin 
and with a little wiggle of the punch all 
the components will align. The same 
holds for the hammer but you will need 
to exert more pressure to keep it in 
place. With that done and any pin locking 
arrangements set, re-fit the safety catch 
plunger and spring and screw on the 
pistol grip and it’s job done! 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 

CO 

! 

■ Name: 

Spike's Tactical 

Enhanced Battle Trigger £65 

Enhanced Battle Trigger Mk II £175 

1 

■ Contact: 

North West Custom Parts, 

0161 408 1159 
wayne@nwcustomparts.com 
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Pete Moore details how to get that stuck case from 
your sizing die if you forget the golden rule 


Getting a stuck case out of the re-sizing 
die need not be a pain, then again if you 
use lube it will not happen! 


\ 


R e-sizing/de-capping is the worst job 
in the reloading process as it 
requires the most effort. One thing 
to remember is that you are forcing an 
over-sized brass cylinder into an under- 
. sized steel tube so case lube is essential, 
if you skip that bit you’re into a world of 
hurt! 


“The case goes in and 
feels a bit stiff; do you 
back off? Do you hell!” 



HEAVE & PRAY 

It goes like this - the case goes in and 
feels a bit stiff, do you back off, do you 
hell, as you know brute force will do the 
job. Suddenly it all stops and as you go to 
pull the offending brass out that’s when 
the steel shell holder slices off the rim! 
Now you’re screwed! But a handy little item 
from RGBS is at hand - the stuck case 
remover! Mine has got me out of trouble 
many times and costs less than a new 
re-sizing die each time! 

The first job is to remove the de- 
capping rod, expander and pin. Depending 


The RGBS Stuck 
Case Remover an 
essential tool for your 
reloading bench and not 
expensive either 



■ FOR 

: HAGAINST 

: HVERDICT 


It works 100% 

: Nothing 

: Get one you know it 

; makes sense! 
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on the design of die the de-capping pin is 
held by a collar and usually it can be 
unscrewed and the rod removed. If not the 
whole rod assembly can be dropped back 
as far as the interior of the shoulder. The 
kit consists of a Va UNC (Unified National 
Coarse) tap, 7/32nd drill, Allan bolt and 
key and steel socket. 

THAT’S THE DRILL 

Place the die, base-up in a padded vice 
and drill out the primer pocket. Then 
thread the hole, the tap is tapered so 
starts easily, you don’t need a proper 
stock as a small adjustable spanner will 
do. Once threaded place the steel socket 
over the case head (hole up) and screw 
the bolt down through into the brass. 

When engaged wind in the bolt which will 
pull the case out, you might need some 
form of lever to get enough effort, as that 
sucker will be tight! 

The ffnal act is to carefully cut the 
case in half so you can recover the 
expander ball and de-capping pin and 
you’re done. Now put the extractor away 
as you will need it again, trust me! A DIY 
alternative is to get a piece of steel tubing 
wide enough to sit on top of the die and 
some washers to act as the top. A Va UNC 
bolt can be used as the remover and a 
spanner to turn it. Tap and drill as before. 

I have always used the RGBS kit, but most 
manufacturers offer something similar. 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

■ Name: 

RGBS Stuck Case Remover # 9340 

■ Price: 

£35 (approximately) 

■ Contact: 

GMK Ltd, 01489 579 999 


(nearest retailer) 


www.rcbs.com 
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QuickLOAD key features 


phone: 01444 400126 
mobile: 07771 962121 
email: jmsarmsuk@gmail.com 

www.quickload.co.uk 


New update disk 
available £15 


QufCkLOAD Balfistic Software 


• More than 1 200 cartridges 

• More than 230 powders 

• More than 2500 bullets 

• Abundance of Useful Outputs 

• Customize cartridge selection for your firearms 

• Dimensioned drawings and photos of many cartridges 
at the click of a button 


The Heck-Pack Game Transporter 





The ideal solution to carrying game, with the option to 
insert a box or plastic tray into the game transporter so 
no fluids escape. 

Attached and detached in minutes and with 
various add-ons including lighting kits. 

Heck-Pack products are distributed in UK by 

www.gametransporter.co.uk 



UK Importers 
of Spikes Tactical Rifles, 
Parts & Accessories. 
Both out of the box & 
Custom Built 



www.nwcustomparts.com 

0161 408 1155 
07710 102887 


NORMAN CLARK 

Gunsmiths 


SPECIALIST IN RIFLE AND 
SHOTGUN RELOADING 
COMPONENTS., 
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FOullet ^ 
kBrass 
’ Primers 
Powder 

•Reloading Dies 
Presses & Accessories 

_STn 


Shell Holders 

- Case Preparation Tools 
^ Case Trimming Tools 

^ Priming Tools 
“ Powder Measures 

- Scales 


" UK Agents 
For Many Leading Names 







K&M ShDotteg Chrony 
ProShot - Score High - 



A new shipment of Berger Bullets 
mm m has now amved! Please call us on 

rn^oULmimmC, f O QITSS 57965 1 for more info. 

J DEWJEJY Cleaning Rods 

Nylon coated rod 17 cal 26" 

£31.59 

Nylon coated rod 17 cal 36" 

£32.70 

Nylon coated rod 20 cal 25" 

£37.64 

Nylon coated rod 20 cal 32" 

£37.64 

Nylon coated rod 20 cal 38" 

£38.72 

Nylon coated rod 22 cal 30" 

£32.20 

Nylon coated rod 22 cal 36" 

£33.27 

Nylon coated rod 22 cal 40" 

£33.27 

Nylon coated rod 22 cal 44" 

£33.27 

Nylon coated rod 30 cal 17" 

£31.12 

Nylon coated rod 30 cal 36" 

£33.27 

Nylon coated rod 30 cal 40" 

£33.27 

Nylon coated rod 30 cal 44" 

£33.27 

Nylon coated rod 30 cal 52" 

£49.66 

Nylon coated rod 38 cal 12" 

£30.05 


19 Somers Road Industrial Estate, 
Rugby, Warwickshire, CV22 7DG 
Telephone: 01788 579651 
~ www.facebook.com/ 


normanclarkqunsmiths 


KiM K&M Precision Shooting Products is your trusted and 

comprehensive source for quality precision shooting tools 
PRODUCTS and products. 

Flash hole 
Uni former 


Small or Large primer 
pocket uniformer 


K&M Micro 
adjustable neck tool 


[ii 




£22.61 


V 


X 


:20.08 


I 


£68.78 


E 


Email: info@normanclarkgunsmith.com 


Showroom opervQ-SMonaay-Saturday 


GjiVoudieis 


Available in: 
£ 5 , £ 10 , £20 




1. Ail pricBS arB displayed Indurfing * 

VAT at the rate of 20% 

2. We reserve the right to change 
prices without prior notice, prices are | 

correct at time of print 
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Wilson & Wilson (Fieldsports) Ltd. 


Telegraph Hill, Laundry Road, Minster, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 

^ Tel: 01843 822242 Fax No: 01843 821162 

vjM -JSHjii 

^ ^ Registered Firearms Dealer No. 276 Kent. 
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RGBS RELOADING 
EQUIPMENT EXAMPLES 


Ring for current pricing 

Pro Melt 22lb Furness £458.00 

Pro 2000 Progressive Press £619.00 

Pro 2000 Shell plate £35.30 

Roekehueker Supreme Kit £412.50 

Piggy Baek 3 Press Conversion £474.50 

Roek Chueker Press £187.00 

Turret Press Reloading Kit £534.00 

Tungsten Carbide Die Sets (Pistol) £59.00 

Standard Rifle Die Sets FL £39.55 

Cowboy Aetion Dies £64.00 

Competition Dies £121.30 

APS Beneh Prime Tool £1 16.60 

APS Press Prime Tool £74.50 

APS Strip Loader £35.60 

Autoprime Tool £100.20 

NEW Speer No 14 Reloading Manual £31.95 

Lyman 1200 Turbo Tumbler £56.99 

Uniflow Powder Measure £97.50 

Powder Measure Stand £30.75 

Powder Triekler... £21.90 

Uniflow Mierometer Ad Just Serew LG or SM £48.40 

Uniflow Small Cylinder £34.90 

Lube Die £36.90 

Trim Pro Power Assembly 220V Kit £367.60 

Seales 5-0-2 £83.60 

Seales 5-0-5 £62.79 

Charge Master Combo £447.95 

RCPSLoadCD... £102.25 

Loek Out Die £54.00 

Aeeessories Base Plate £37.80 

Primer Poeket Swager £36.90 

Case Master Measurement Tool £131.75 

Trim Pro Case Trimmer Kit £1 19.90 

Trim Pro £97.50 

Seale Cheek Weights Deluxe £55.70 

Primer Poeket Brush Combo £17.25 

Lubra Matie Sizing Press. £193.70 

Bullet Moulds Pistol/Rifle from £80.40 

Mould Handles £41.10 

Deburing Tool £23.20 

Unusual RCBS dies: ring for prieing and availability 

REVOLVER 

.22 Taurus LBR £599.00 

RIFLES 

.17 HMR CZ 455 Thumbhole S/C £505.00 

.17 HMR Browning T-bolt S/C Comp 16.5" £480.00 

.17 HMR Browning TBolt Comp S/C 22" £445.00 

.17 HMR CZ 452 Varmint S/C £444.00 

.22 HMR CZ 453 Premium S/C £670.00 

.22 Browning Buekmark Sporter £540.00 

.22 Browning Lever Aetion £555.00 

.22 WM Mag Marlin Model 922 S/H £350.00 

.22CZ452 20" Varmint £404.00 

.22 Browning T-Bolt Target 19" S/C £539.00 

.22 Ruger 10/22 Target £636.00 

.22 Ruger 10/22 Deluxe... £428.00 

.22 Ruger 10/22 Standard £357.00 

.22 CZ| 455 Evolution S/C £509.00 

.22 Henry Lever Aetion £420.00 

.22 Norineo Mini Mauser £345.00 

.22 Chiappa Ml Carbine S/A £360.00 

.22/250 TikkaT3 Lite S/S S/C £919.00 

.22/250 Browning Eelipse MlOO Thumbhole stoek S/C. ..£990.00 

.22/250 Winehester 70 Stealth S/C £878.00 

.22.250 Browning X Bolt SS fluted £960.00 

.22/250 Winehester Mod70 Classie S/C £741.00 

.223 Browning XBolt Fluted S/C £938.00 

.223 Browning ABolt BOSS £820.00 

.223 Tikka T3 Super Varmint S/C £1,125.00 

.223 Browning A-bolt eompo S/C £555.00 

.223 Remington VSSF S/C £1322.00 

.243 Browning XBolt Fluted S/C £938.00 

.243 Browning XBolt Hunter S/C L/H £785.00 

.243 Browning A-bolt eompo S/C £555.00 

.243 Winehester 70 Coyote Light S/C £778.00 

.243 Winehester 70 Classie ine. seope & mounts S/C £787.00 

.243 Winehester 70 Stealth S/C £878.00 

.243 WSSM Winehester 70 Featherlight S/C £699.00 

.243 WSSM Browning A Bolt Medalian S/C £826.00 

6.5 X 55 Tikka T3Syn S/S S/C £919.00 

6.5 X 55 Mauser M03 GD7 S/H ine mod ... £3,999.00 

.270 Browning XBolt S/S Fluted S/C £938.00 

.306 Browning XBolt S/S S/C £763.00 

.308 Browning XBolt Hunter Montecaiio £985 .00 

.308 Zoli Pro 1900 Custom M/B ... £2,510.00 

30-06 & .308 Browning Maral 5-pull £ 1 ,960.00 

.308 Browning GRS Varmint adg stoek £ 1 ,345 .00 

.308 Winehester SPR £1,995.00 


SAFARI SPECIAL 

30.06 Zoli 0/U express double rifle. ..£4500.00 

338WM Winchester Mod 70 Rifle, 

custom shop, one of 125 in the World .£3450.00 

.416 Rigby BRNO 550 £987.00 

8x57 Browning 525 double rifle £2999.00 

8x57 Browning CCS 25 double rifle with 

30mm swing off mounts £9999.00 

9.3x74R Merkel 161 EDA S/B/S £12,472.00 

470 Capstick Winchester Model 70 Custom 

House 1 of 15 £3,999.00 

NEW Merkel Safari Double Rifles 
470 NE Ejector Merkel 160 AEDA...£17, 999.00 

470 NE Ejector Merkel 140 AEDA £9999.00 

416 Rigby Ejector Merkel 140 AEDA .£9999.00 
375 H&H Ejector Merkel 140 AEDA.. £9999. 00 
(All above with Apel swing-off 30ml ring 
mounts, and 1.25-4x24 Elite 
Illuminated scope) 


.308 Winchester M70 Stealth £943.00 

.308 Browning Xbolt Stainless Stalker S/C £763.00 

.308 Browning TCT taetieal fluted S/C £985.00 

375 H&HCZ550 deluxe £1037.85 

375 H & H Winehester Mod 70 Safari £1016.50 

450 M Winehester Mod 94 M/B Take Down £1,186.00 

SHOTGUNS 

12g Browning 725 Grade 5 30" £4,071.00 

12g 525 Browning Ultra XT Hi rib £2,625.00 

12g 725 Browning Hunter Inv £1,875.00 

12g 725 Browning Sporter Inv £1,948.00 

12g B525 Hunter Prestige 28" £3,630.00 

12g Browning Maxus Synthetie V!" eamo £1,135.00 

1 2 gauge Browning 525 Premium Gold Inv £ 1 7 1 1 .45 

12 gauge Miroku Mk70 Sport Inv £1292.25 

1 2 gauge Winehester Seleet Platinum Inv £ 1 22 1 .00 

12g Browning Maxus G3 Premium £1363.00 

12g Miroku MK70 Sporter INV.... £1343.10 

12g Miroku MK38 Sporter INV.... £1343.10 

12g Miroku MK38 Sporter T3 Teague ehokes £1981.10 

12g Winehester Seleet INV £1016.50 

12g Winehester SX3 8 Shot £972.00 

1 2g Browning Ultra Prestige XS, adj eheek £3045 .00 

1 2g Browning Fusion Evolve INV £ 1 1 1 0.00 

12g Browning Heritage Sporter 28 & 30 " £4999.00 

12g Browning 1 million Sporter.... £3999.00 

12g Winehester Super x 3 W eamo £969.00 

1 2g Hatsan semi auto from £420.00 

12g Zoli Z Expedition £4,275.00 

12g Zoli Z Embassador EL £9,898.00 

12g Browning Ultra 525 XSH £2,775.00 

12g Browning 525 Prestige Grade 4 £3,862.00 

12g Browning 525 Sporter L/H £1,605.00 

12g Miroku MK38 Grade 6 £3,149.00 

1 2g Browning 725 Hunter GR- 1 £2,04 1 .00 

20g Browning 525 Sporter Elite INV £2,300.00 

20g Browning 525 INV Pi estige £3638.00 

20g Browning Heritage £4,999.00 

20g Bettinsoli Diamond Silver £824.20 

28g Miroku MK70 Inv 30" £1,400.00 

28g Browning 525 Hunter £1,666.00 

12g Hatsan Marine 28" £435.00 

12g Hatsan Missione 28" £528.00 

NEW WINCHESTER 
BRASS CASES per 100 

.17 Rem £49.70 

.22 Hornet S&B £36.15 

.22 .250 £54.60 

.25 Auto primed S & B £19.00 

25.06 £48.00 

30 Carbine PMC £21.70 

32 Auto £24.60 

32 S&W £26.45 

32.20 £46.50 

380 Auto £18.60 

9mmLugerS&B £15.85 

10mm- £29.90 

38 Speeial £18.50 

.357 Magnum £24.95 

.44 Speeial £21.95 

.44 Magnum £27.45 

.44.40 £38.30 

.45 auto.. £29.15 

.45 Long Colt £27.65 


204 Ruger Remington £53.50 

204 Ruger Winehester £30.85 

.220 Swift Remington £60.45 

.222 Rem £38.00 

.223 £34.80 

.223 WSSM £80.50 

.243 WSSM £80.90 

.243 £51.80 

.243 S&B £41.70 

.257 Roberts £55.50 

6mm Rem £49.90 

6.5x55 Winehester £70.25 

6.5x55 PMC £55.00 

7.08 £65.00 

7mm Mag £67.95 

.270 £54.90 

300 WSM £86.70 

.303 British S&B £38.90 

30.06 Springfield £55.25 

762x39 S&B £36.90 

8x57 JRS S&B £48.50 

8x57 JS S&B £43.50 

300 Win Mag £87.70 

300 H&H Norma £104.55 

308 £46.20 

338 Win Mag £84.65 

.338 Lapua (Norma) £170.00 

30.30 Win £45.60 

38.55 Win £61.00 

348 Win £97.35 

358 Win £76.20 

9.3x64 RWS £107.20 

9.3x72 R S&B £116.20 

9.3x74R, £108.50 

375 Win, £65.70 

375 H&H £85.00 

38.40 £45.00 

45-120 Norma £189.90 

45.70 Govt £83.25 

.416 Rigby Norma Brass £247.70 

.444 Remington eases £71.00 

.458 Win Mag.... £88.30 

.470 Nitro Express (Norma) £3 72.90 

762x54r £38.85 

450 Marlin £99.99 

RELOADERS SPECIAL 
PURCHASE 

.224 55 grain FMJ £65.60 per 500 

.308 147 FMJ £73.70 per 500 

8 ml 196 FMJ £96.70 per 500 

.308180 FMJ 180 BT Bullets £98.70 per 500 

.303 180gFMJ £90.00 per 500 

ACCURATE SOOgrms 

No.2 £33.00 

No.5 £33.00 

No.7 £33.00 

No.9 £33.00 

No. 1680 £34.50 

No. 2230 £34.50 

No. 2460 £34.50 

No. 3100 £34.50 

No. 4350 £34.50 

No. 2015 £34.50 

No. 2520 £34.50 

No. 5744 £34.50 

Solo 1000 £34.50 


Alliant Pistol Powders £33.00 

Alliant Blue Dot/Steel £34.50 

Alliant 2400 £36.00 

Reloader 7,15, 19 and 22, 25 £39.00 


777 FFG £40.50 

111 FFFG £40.50 

Pyrodex P £30.00 

Pyrodex RS £28.50 

Pyrodex Seleet £34.60 


IMR POWDERS EXAMPLES 


4759 

£39.00 

.3031 

£40.50 

4985 

£40.50 

4831 

£40.50 


Opening Hours: 9.30ani-5.30pni Monday to Friday. 
Open Saturdays 9.30am-4.00pm 
www.wilsonandwilsonfieldsports.co.uk 


4198 £40.50 

4227 £40.50 

4320 £40.50 

4064 £40.50 

4350 £40.50 

4828 £40.50 

4895 £40.50 

7828 Shorteut £40.50 

Trail Boss £22.50 

HOGDENS POWDERS EXAMPLES 

H380 £37.50 

H4895 £40.50 

H4831 S/C £39.00 

H4350 £40.50 

H4198 £40.50 

H322 £40.50 

HIOOO £40.50 

Varget £40.50 

H414 £37.50 

H335 £37.50 

BLC2 £37.50 

HP38 £33.00 

HS6 £36.00 

50BMG £40.50 

Hybnd lOOV £39.00 

Titewad £28.50 

Retumbo £40.50 

Benchmark £40.50 

Titegroup £31.50 

Superforance £39.00 

Leverevolution £39.00 

AMMUNITION (RIFLE) 
INSTOCK per 100 

9.3x62 9.3x72 9.3x74 

762x54 .22 Hornet .222 REM 

.223 Winehester .223 Remington .243 Winehester 

22.250 Winehester 32.20 Winehester .243 Winehester 

25.06 Winehester .257 Roberts .270 Winehester 

.270 Winehester .270 Federal 7x64Breneek 

6.5 X 55 Swedish .300 Win Mag 300 H&H 

300 Win Mag 300 Win Mag 303 British S&B 

30.30 Winehester 30.06 Springfield 308 Gold Medal 

.308 Winehester .308 Winehester 8mm Mauser 

8x57 JR (S&B) 8x57JS(S&B) 8x57 JRS (S&B) 

.338 Lapua 375 Winehester .375 H&H Winchester 

.375 H&H FMJ .375 H&H PP .375 H&H 300g Nosier 

.375 H&H Fed .416 Rigby .458 Win Mag 

470 NE Federal .50BMG 30 06 FMJ 

12 gauge Slug 


PLEASE CALL FOR LATEST PRICES 


Errors & Omissions Excepted 


BAUSCH & LOMB/ 
BUSHNELL 

ELITE 3200 (inc. Rainguard) 

3- 9x50 £304.25 

ELITE 4200 (inc. Rainguard) 

4- 16x40 £516.00 

6-24x40 £533.00 

8-32x40 £565.00 

1.25 -4x24 illumin. reticle 
£468.05 

ELITE 6500 4.5 - 30x50 MilDot 

(sp & 30m) £711.25 

1 -6.5 X 24 ilium, reticle 

£775.00 

2.5 -16x50 MilDot ..£775.00 
2.5 -16x42 MilDot ..£720.00 
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^ Single Lean-to f 

£160.00 + delivery 5 
k. a' extensions ^ 
Bk available ^ 
9M|“AII my high seats | 
in are made from ^ f 
W 100% galvanised 
W, steel" 

Single Free Standing ^ 
£220.00 + delivery | 
Now delivering > f 
to Ireland! ^ 


between 2pm & 


Semam piom cM af^ud at Sdeetina Spa^ 


ShoMiM 

CPOim 


B Fancy having Shooting Sports on the 

go? Download our app to subscribe for 
only £ 2.99 every issue! 

Get it now! Scan the QR code with 
your phone or visit: 
http:/ /bit.ly/ shootingapp 


01^ 


SS01.15/B/k 


FsyPat 


26 McCartney Walk, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4NZ 
Order online at: www.nockover-targets.co.uk 
or contact us on 01256 470094 
sales@nockover-targets.co.uk 


• LONG RANGE VARMINTERS SAKO 

A2 6BR. 28” stainless Walther barrel, 
Brock & Norris moderator rings, dies 
ammo. Extremely accurate £1100. Sake 
75 Mk3 .22ppc 26” border stainless 
barrel and action laminate moderator 
rings, dies ammo £1100. Nightforces 
available. Tel: 01952 670152. 

Shropshire. ssoi.i5/p 

• RUGER M77/22 RIMFIRE, 

wood/blued, threaded x 20 UNF, 
moderator, rings and scope, spare grey 
laminate stock, sling, gun bag, spare 
magazines - £350. Tel: 01206 525697/ 
07809 458097. Essex. ssoi.i5/p 


• RUGER M77 HAWKEYE IN 338 RCM 

(Ruger, Compact Magnum), dies, cases 
and some ammo. £800. Tel: 01206 
525697/07809 458097. Essex. ssoi.i5/p 

• BROWNING X-BOLT HUNTER 270 

WSM, some ammo, cases and dies, 
sling, bases - £800. Tel: 01206 525697/ 
07809 458097. Essex. ssoi.i5/p 

• FOR SALE. 120 Guns Review 

Magazines - Offers. 120 Old Airgun 
Magazines - Offers. Monies given to 
British Legion. WANTED by old codger 
for vintage target. Diana rifle and BSA 
430 pistol. Contact Derek. Tel: 01159 
893639. Nottingham. ssi2.i4/p 


To advertise here please contact: 

Zoe 01206 506248 or Ed 01206 506243 


MANCHESTER AIR GUNS 


BRITAIN'S FIRST SPECIALIST AIRGUN SHOP (Est 1977) 

VAST STOCKS OF ALL THAT’S GOOD IN AIRGUNNING - NEW AND USED 


OVER 100 DIFFERENT AIR RIFLES AND 
AIR PISTOLS. 

Target, Plinking, Hunting; Spring or 
Pneumatic. Plus all the CO^ models 

KNOCKDOWN TARGETS: 14 different 
paper targets! 

25 TYPES OF SILENCER 
You can’t go wrong! 

FULL RANGE OF MOUNTS 
33 types & over 200 pairs in stock! 30mm etc. 
ALL THE LUBRICANTS, BLUEING AND 
RE-FINISHING PRODUCTS 


OVER 75 DIFFERENT MAINSPRINGS and 

thousands of official spares in stock. 
Servicing, repairs and, as always, helpful 
advice on all we sell. 

100 DIFFERENT SCOPES. £10 to £300+. 
Over 400 in stock at any one time. 

115 DIFFERENT PELLETS. 2-3 million at 
any time - 99% of mail orders supplied 
immediately from stock held - .177/.20/.22/.25 
35+ DIFFERENT GUN SLIPS, plus cases 
and boxes and holsters. 


NOW THAT’S WHAT I CALL A REAL AIRGUN SHOP! 


B ^ 0 ™ ^3 SS01.15/Lyk| 

Visit Failsworth. Remember 99% of customers get what they are looking for at first visit! 

Tel: 0161-681 7947 • Fax: 0161-684 8092 

470 OLDHAM ROAD, FAILSWORTH, MANCHESTER M35 OFH 
Half a mile inside M60 ring road at Junction 22 

OPEN 6 DAYS 9.30am/5pm, OPEN ALL BANK HOLIDAYS 


/\ ID if fc rent (Da litre Ltd. 

]6 The Wynd, Letchworth, Hertfordshire 5G6 5EL 
Telephone: OlTdZ 
Email: info@adifferentcalibre.co. uk 
, WWW. d iff cal .co.uL 

Find us on 
Facebook 
A Different 
Calibre Ltd. 

Air Rifles, 
shotguns, 

Rifles 
and 

Accessories 


NtlOREDGGS 
AIKGIJNS 


• Extensive range of all leading Airguns, 
Scopes (£ Accessories • Mail Order available 

Distributor for FX Airguns 


Tel: 0 1 405 74 1 706 Fax: 0 1 405 740936 
www.mooredgesairgun.co.uk 

Mooredges Road, Thorne 
Doncaster dn8 sry 

Open 7 days a week, incl. bank holidays 


VVcbIcy 


Shop Online €> www.bowsports.com 


NOCKOVER 
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Sib Sauer 

P226 LBP 


INFa@ICDNARMS.CaM 
+ 44 (□>1949 S61B75 



_ FREE UK 

lEimmiNRss 

CaUALITY GUIM CHARGING KIT 


ORDERS OVfR tia I 


CHARGING EQUIPMENT FILL LINES & FITTINGS 


best-fittings.co.uk 0845 456 1185 



CLASSIFIED 

ORDER FORM 


FREE (This facility is for Private, not Trade) i 

(max 40 words) : 

Please include my advertisement in the next issue of Shooting Sports ‘ 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 


My advertisement is both legal and honest 
signed 

Name 


Date 


Signature 


BEDFORD COUNTRY 
RURSUITS LTD 

111 CASTLE ROAD, BEDFORD, 
BEDFORDSHIRE MK40 3QX 

Tel; 01234 346648 
Mob: 07773 509362 
www.bedfordcountrypursuits.com 
Selection of Air Rifles, 
Shotguns & Firearms 

ALL LEADING MAKES 

Buy with confidence from 
BASC/ATEO Qualified 
Airgun Instructor 

Compressor for cylinder 
filling and rifles 



flml{ Sc 


www.leechandsons.co.uk 
TEL: CHELMSFORD (01145) 465140 
Email: leechandsons@gmafl.com 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 
OPEN TUES TO SAT 9 AN TO 5.30 PM 
NEW & SECOND HAND SH0T6MNS, 
RIFLES AND GUN CARINETS ETC 
Church Road, 3oreham, Chelmsford Essex CM3 3EF 



E RETTA 


To advertise here 
please contact: 

Zoe 

01206 506248 
or Ed 

01206 506243 

G 

0n0 |Itb 

s 

M 

I 
T 

II 

S 


Browning- 


WARRINGTON GUNS 


53 Norris Street, Warrington, Cheshire WA2 7RJ 

Tel: 01925 415901 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 
Sat 9am-4.30pm 

Email: sales@warringtonguns.com 

www.warringtonguns.com 

Selection of air rifles including: BSA, Air Arms, 
Weihrauch, Falcon, Cometa, Webley, Edgar, Brocock. 
Co2 Pistols & Revolvers 

Shotguns & Cartridges 
CZ and Ruger rimfire rifles, ammunition and 
centre fire ammunition. 

Reloading powders available 



Post to: Shooting Sports, 21 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Coichester, Essex C02 8JY 

IMPORTANT 

You must include your name, address and telephone evenif you do not want them printed in your ad and you 
must sign the legal and honest statement. 

Advertisements that are not on the correct coupon, a photocopy or facsimilie of will not be published. 

All advertisements will be placed in the next available issue. 


SHOTGUNS • AIR RIFLES • SPORTING RIFLES 

LARGE STOCK OF NEW AND SECONDHAND 

An Excellent Range of OUTDOOR CLOTHING 

stockists of 

BARBOUR • HOGGS • AIGLE WELLINGTONS 
CHRYSALIS • SEELAND • GRASSROOTS 

Visit our premises at: 


64, CHURCH ST, MELBOURNE, DERBY DE73 1EJ 

Tel: 01332 862091 
www.melbournegun.com 
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SHOOTING SPORTS MAGAZINE 
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ACCURACY 



Binser 

Made in Germany 

SS01.15/2/kp 


www.blaser-sporting.com 


BLASER SPORTING LTD. 

13-19 Pensbury Place, SW8 ATP. London 
+44 0207 6222116 


The R8 Trigger breaks like glass 
at 1.5 lbs. 

The fundament of success. 
Desmodromic design for 
reliability under all conditions. 


10 Year Warranty on all Blaser Guns 


R8 


Unrivalled 

Performance 


Llij 







EDGAR 

BROTHERS 



SERVING THE 
GUN TRADE 
^ SINCE 


NEWSpeclai Came Series 


There's a science to manufacturing and there's a science to shooting, and shot after shot, Zoli understand what 
it takes to ensure that all the technical elements of their shotguns interact with their owners in such a dynamic 
way, that the benefit is undisputable. The goal for Zoli, when manufacturing their new game gun, was to 
optimise human wellbeing and overall system performance, to produce a versatile, reliable and enjoyable 
sporter, like no other, at an accessible price point. Whilst the guns exterior is aesthetically pretty, this is a 
serious product, designed with optimum functionality in mind. They are the only shotguns in their class to 
feature a detachable trigger unit and silver soldered barrels. Perfectly balanced, with a well placed pistol grip, 
their low energy efficiency gives noticeably low recoil, enabling a seasoned game shot to concentrate on the 
most important things. 

All models feature elegant, hand finished engraved game scenes, and are offered in three models; *Standard, 
lux and •'^Special Game; 12 and 20 gauge; available in 2S", 29,5"and SZ" barrel lengths* All Zoli shotguns come 
with the Edgar Brothers 5 year warranty as standard. 

’^Standard model only available in barrel length 29.5" **Special Game Series features gold engraved birds. 


To request a BROCHURE or find your LOCAL STOCKIST 
Tel; 0*1625 613177 Email: ssd@edgarbrothers.com 





